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1 00  Wendy's  and  Counting 


The  Carlisle  Corporation 
\  Keeps  Growing 


at  a  Still  Low  Fixed  Rate, 

Before  It  Goes  Up,  Up  and  Away, 


Don't  Miss  This  "Golden"  Opportunity  to  Save. 

It's  still  an  opportune  time  to  consolidate.  Interest  rates  are  slowly  climbing  from  their  record  low  last 
year  but,  for  the  time  being,  remain  quite  reasonable.  What's  more,  Congress  is  seriously 
considering  changing  the  fixed  rate  for  consolidation  loans  to  a  variable  rate. 
That  means  you  could  be  stuck  with  a  higher  rate  that  floats  from  year  to  year. 

Why  not  tie  down  an  ESF  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan  at  a  low  fixed  rate  now? 

Chances  are,  you'll  save  money  and  lower  your  monthly  payments.  Plus,  you'll  no  longer  have  to 

hassle  with  multiple  loan  payments  throughout  the  month. 

Here's  how  The  ESF  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan 
lives  up  to  its  name: 

•  It  features  a  still  low,  fixed  interest  rate 

•  ESF's  industry  leading  borrower  benefits*: 

-  Get  a  .25%  interest  rate  reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically  deducted  from  your  bank  account 

-  Get  an  additional  1.25%  interest  rate  reduction  for  36 
consecutive  on-time  payments 

•  No  fees,  credit  checks  or  income  verification 


Give  us  a  call  at  1.866.542.8033, or  learn  more  about  the 
advantages  of  consolidation  at  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 


CONSOLIDATION 
LOAN 


You  Owe  It  To  Yourself 
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Education  Services  Foundation  (ESF)  is  the  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

Ph:  601.981.4646  •  Fx:  601.981.6114  •  Toll-free:  1.866.542.8033  •  www.esfweb.com 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  your  non-profit  resource  for  free  college  planning,  scholarships, 
low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 


Don't  Wait.  Consolidate. 


©2005  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved.  *  Rate  reductions  are  available  for  consolidation  loans  that  have  an  initial  minimum  balance  of 
$10,000  or  more.  Benefits  are  subject  to  change. 
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SPEAKING  OF  TRADITIONS 

Most  Southern  Miss  fans  are  familiar  with  the  schools  current  traditions,  but  the  fact  is 
that  traditions  abounded  during  each  of  the  school's  incarnations  (Mississippi  Normal 
College,  State  Teachers  College,  Mississippi  Southern  College,  and  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi).  From  the  selection  of  its  colors  in  1912  to  the  adoption  of  its 
Official  Ring  in  2003,  traditions  and  school  spirit  have  been  inextricably  woven  into 
the  school's  history. 

GENE  CARLISLE  IS  COUNTING  HIS  BLESSINGS 

The  challenges  of  operating  your  own  company  are  immense,  even  the  most  ambitious 
entrepreneur  would  report.  Now  imagine  those  challenges  multiplied  by  100.  Such  is  the 
case  for  Gene  Carlisle,  1964  alumnus  and  the  founder  of  the  Carlisle  Corporation,  which 
recently  opened  its  100th  Wendy's  restaurant. 

CHANGING  THE  ECONOMIC  LANDSCAPE 

With  more  than  $30  million  in  total  funding,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park  is  poised  to  transform  South  Mississippi  into  a  haven 
for  high-tech,  high-paying  jobs. 

ALUMNUS'  PLAY  TAKES  THE  STAGE  BY  STORM 

While  his  resume  boasts  a  number  of  outstanding  feats,  Michael  Marks'  most  recent  endeavor 
has  landed  him  in  the  spotlight.  After  Hurricane  Katrina  ravaged  the  Gulf  Coast  and  forced 
200  displaced  students  into  the  Hattiesburg  School  District,  Marks  77,  79,  the  chair  of  the 
theatre  department  at  Hattiesburg  High  School,  announced  that  he  was  developing  a  docu- 
drama  about  the  effects  of  the  storm. 


SCIENCE  ON  THE  SEAS 

For  nearly  20  years,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  been  a  major  part  of  Dean 
Bertrams  life.  Today,  Bertram  '92,  '94  is  using  a  life's  worth  of  experiences  at  the  University 
to  ensure  that  a  number  of  forensic  science  students  gain  the  experience  of  a  lifetime 
though  the  Forensic  Science  Seminar  at  Sea  Program. 

FROM  REED  GREEN  TO  ROMANIA 

Former  Southern  Miss  basketball  star  Bernard  Haslett  rode  16  hours  on  a  tram  ear- 
lier this  season  for  an  away  basketball  game.  And  that  was  one  way  Such  is 
professional  basketball  player  in  the  eastern-European  country  of  Romania.  Normally 
Haslett's  team  rides  a  bus  to  Romanian  league  games,  and  he  had  never  taken  a  tram 
to  a  game  before. 


FRONT  COVER:      Gene  Carlisle  '64,  founder  of  the  Carlisle  Corporation,  which  rece  -  . 
Wendy's  restaurant. 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69.  'SO 
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make  a  Permanent 
Connection 


Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to 
university  guidelines),  entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and 
helps  fund  programs  tiiat  benefit  the  University  and  the  Soudiem 
Miss  community. 


'Life     Membership     in     the     Alumni 


Association  is  an  excellent  way  to 


DEMONSTRATE      AND     ONGOING     COMMIT- 


MENT  to  the    University.   And  quite 


FRANKLY     IT     IS     A     GOOD     DEAL     FROM     A 


COST    PROSPECTIVE.    LOUIS   AND    I,    AS   WELL   AS   OUR    DAUGHTER 


MELISSA,   ARE    LIFE    MEMBERS." 


LOU   ANN    POYNTER    '69,    '70 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601.266.5013. 
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I  typically  shy  away  from  using  this  space  as  a  synopsis  of  the  contents  of  the  current  issue.  1  have  seen 
that  m  other  alumni  publications  where  someone  will  use  a  letter  to  present  the  items  to  be  covered  in  the 
following  pages.  1  usually  interpret  these  letters  as  excessive,  as  the  reader  can  readily  ascertain  the  editorial 
content  of  the  magazine  by  reviewing  the  table  of  contents.  Nevertheless,  here  I  go  doing  the  same  thing. 

Why  am  I  straying  from  my  own  standard?  Primarily  because  I  am  especially  excited  about  the  areas  we  are 
covering  in  this  issue.  Anyone  who  knows  me  also  knows  The  Talon  is  a  point  of  pride  for  me  personally  and 
for  the  entire  Association  staff.  Since  coming  to  the  Association  staff  more  than  seven  years  ago,  1,  along  with 
some  outstanding  managers  of  communication,  publications  board  members,  interested  alumni,  and  other 
members  of  the  Association  and  University  staffs,  have  attempted  to  elevate  this  publication  to  a  level  where 
it  could  be  compared  favorably  to  alumni  magazines  across  the  country.  We  have  reached  that  echelon. 

Now,  1  am  not  so  prideful  to  claim  that  we  have  the  best  alumni  magazine  in  the  country,  but  I  can  claim 
with  the  utmost  confidence  that  our  alumni  can  be  as  proud  of  The  Talon  as  other  university  alumni  are  of 
their  respective  magazines. 

I  think  it  is  obvious  that  I  believe  in  the  value  of  this  publication  and  take  satisfaction  in  every  issue  we 
create.  However,  this  issue  seems  to  have  an  especially  interesting  compilation  of  topics  that  highlight  the 
broad  interests  of  our  alumni  and  the  varied  areas  of  importance  to  the  Alumni  Association. 

There  are  four  features  in  particular  I  want  to  draw  to  your  attention.  The  first  is  Gene  Carlisle.  We  decided 
that  the  occasion  of  Gene  opening  his  100th  Wendy's  franchise  was  the  perfect  time  to  ensure  that  all  of  our 
Alumni  Association  members  are  aware  of  Gene  and  his  dedication  to  Southern  Miss.  Gene  is  the  prototypi- 
cal college  alumnus.  He  is  a  self-made  man  who  has  remained  involved  with  his  alma  mater  since  he  was 
a  student.  As  a  student,  Gene  was  the  college  mascot  and  since  he  has  given  his  time,  talents,  energy  and 
financial  resources  to  ensure  that  Southern  Miss  continues  to  move  in  a  positive  direction. 

Second  is  the  story  on  our  University  traditions.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  it  is  our  traditions  that  make 
us  different  from  any  other  college  or  university  on  the  map.  I  am  proud  of  Southern  Miss  and  proud  of  the 
way  we  celebrate  our  history  and  our  heritage.  Yvonne  Arnold  from  the  University  Archives  includes  a  story 
in  each  issue  of  The  Talon  on  some  aspect  of  our  University  history,  but  in  this  issue,  she  reports  on  those 
things  that  separate  us  from  every  other  school  in  the  country.  And,  that's  what  makes  us  special. 

Third  is  the  update  on  the  University's  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park.  Southern  Miss  has  always 
been  an  innovative  institution  looking  for  ways  to  do  things  better  and  more  efficiently.  While  the  concept 
of  a  research  and  development-type  business  sector  within  a  university  setting  is  not  a  new  or  novel  concept, 
the  way  Dr.  Thames  and  the  University  is  approaching  our  park  is.  This  addition  will  be  a  tremendous  posi- 
tive force  for  our  University,  and  I  am  excited  to  see  it  move  forward. 

Finally,  the  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House  is  now  back  underway 
following  a  four-month  suspension  due  to  the  effects  of  Hurricane  Katrma.  The  excitement  surrounding  this 
campaign  is  significant  as  is  evidenced  by  gift  commitments  of  more  than  $  1  million  made  in  the  two-month 
period  of  the  campaign  prior  to  Katrina.  The  campaign  will  now  attempt  to  generate  an  additional  $3  million 
to  fully  fund  the  restoration  and  expansion  project  by  December  31,  2006.  I  hope  you  will  consider  the  role 
you  will  play  in  making  this  campaign  a  success. 

Enjoy  learning  more  about  these  interesting  and  important  topics  in  this  issue,  and  thank  you  for  your  continued 
support  of  Southern  Miss  in  2006. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top' 


Robert  D.  Pierce,  II 
Executive  Director 
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Southern  Miss  Receives  $1.5  Million  from  Bush-Clinton  Katrina  Fund 

■  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  President  Dr.  Shelby  Thames 
accepted  a  $1.5  million  contribution  from  former  U.S.  presidents  George 
H.  W.  Bush  and  Bill  Clinton,  through  the  Bush-Clinton  Katrina  Fund, 
during  a  ceremony  at  the  University  of  New  Orleans. 

The  contribution  was  part  of  the  fund's  $30  million  allotment  in 
grants  to  higher  education  institutions  in  the  Gulf  South  affected  by 
Hurricane  Katrina  Aug.  29. 

President  George  W  Bush  asked  the  former  presidents  to  co-chair  the 
Katrina  Relief  fund  in  September,  after  the  two  former  presidential  rivals 
had  also  worked  together  to  raise  funds  for  the  South  Asia  Tsunami  relief 
effort.  To  date,  the  Bush-Clinton  Katrina  Fund  has  received  more  than 
$100  million  in  contributions. 

"On  behalf  of  the  Southern  Miss  family,  I  thank  former  presidents  Bush 
and  Clinton  for  their  efforts,  and  all  those  who  donated  to  this  relief  fund,  for 
their  generosity,"  Thames  said. 

More  than  30  public  and  private  institutions  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and 
Alabama  received  a  contribution  through  the  fund,  designated  to  be  used  for 
repairs  and  reconstruction  and  replacement  of  equipment  due  to  physical 
damage  caused  by  the  storm;  assisting  students  who  left  school  due  to  its 
closure  and  /  or  their  relocation  after  the  hurricane;  and  for  salaries  and  ben- 
efits paid  to  retain  and  support  faculty  and  staff  who  were  /  are  not  working 
because  of  the  school  closures. 

"Southern  Miss  expenenced  widespread  destruction  to  all  of  its  teaching 
and  research  facilities  along  the  Gulf  Coast,"  Thames  said.  "We  have  esti- 
mated our  capital  losses  to  be  in  excess  of  $200  million.  This  does  not,  of 
course,  include  the  millions  of  dollars  in  losses  of  intellectual  property,  lost 
income,  and  personal  losses  of  our  University  family  members." 

"More  than  125  Gulf  Coast  residents  employed  by  Southern  Miss  were  left 
homeless  by  Katrina,  and  hundreds  of  students  were  unable  to  continue  their 
education  because  of  the  effects  of  the  storm.  Thus,  it  is  clear  that  these  funds 
come  when  they  are  needed  most,"  he  added. 
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University  of  Southern  Mississippi  President  Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  far  right,  and  University 
of  New  Orleans  Chancellor  Tim  Ryan,  center,  listen  as  former  U.S.  President  Bill  Clin- 
ton speaks  during  a  ceremony  at  UNO  announcing  the  distribution  of  funds  from  the 
Bush-Clinton  Katrina  Fund,  headed  up  by  Clinton  and  former  President  George  H.  W.  Bush 
(seated  next  to  Clinton). 

The  former  presidents  emphasized  the  importance  of  getting  higher  edu- 
cation institutions  in  the  region  that  were  affected  by  Katrina  up  and  mnning 
as  soon  as  possible. 

"Universities  and  colleges  are  the  cornerstones  of  communities  across  the 
region,"  Bush  said  during  the  ceremony.  "Helping  them  get  back  on  their  feet 
is  a  key  to  the  long  term  recovery  of  the  Gulf  Coast." 

Clinton  said  that  in  addition  to  the  education  services  they  provide,  higher 
education  entities  are  also  important  elements  of  local  economies.  "Colleges 
and  universities  not  only  train  new  workers,  but  they  are  often  the  largest 
employers  in  their  communities,"  he  said. 


University  Establishes  Hurricane  Katrina  Research  Center 


!  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  offi- 
cials believe  the  institutions  newly  established 
Hurricane  Katnna  Research  Center  will  provide 
researchers  and  others  with  a  definitive  source  for 
information  about  the  worst  natural  disaster  to  hit 
the  United  States. 

The  Katnna  Research  Center  will  serve  as  a 
repository  that  collects,  preserves  and  provides 
both  physical  and  virtual  access  to  documentary 
evidence  related  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  Faculty 
and  staff  at  the  University  are  already  working  to 
build  a  comprehensive  archive  of  research  materi- 
als in  a  variety  of  formats,  including  photographs, 
oral  histories,  architectural  records,  and  storm  and 
recovery  video,  among  others. 

The  Katrina  Research  Center  is  actively 
seeking  donations  of  the  aforementioned  items 
and  others  to  house  in  the  center,  which  will 
be  located  in  University  Libraries. 

"There's  a  lot  of  information  being  produced 
every  day  and  all  the  time  about  the  storm  and  its 
effects,"  said  University  Librarian  Kay  Wall,  who 


is  serving  as  the  center's  first  director.  "We  would 
lose  a  lot  of  this  information  if  we  didn't  make 
efforts  now  to  capture  it." 

Wall  said  the  University's  establishment  of 
the  center  will  help  in  providing  leverage  for 
external  research  funding,  as  well  as  provide  a 
clearinghouse  for  Katrina-related  information. 

"The  Katrina  Research  Center  offers  the 
University  a  unique  and  extraordinary  oppor- 
tunity to  both  preserve  artifacts  and  narratives 
associated  with  the  storm  and  to  give  research 
faculty  a  conduit  to  share  their  Hurricane 
Katrina-related  research  with  a  broad  audi- 
ence," said  Dr.  David  Butler,  a  Southern  Miss 
assistant  professor  of  economic  development 
who  is  helping  with  the  development  of  a  busi- 
ness plan  for  the  center. 

The  Katnna  Research  Center  will  also  spon- 
sor traveling  exhibits  and  conferences,  as  well  as 
provide  researchers  the  opportunity  to  examine 
documentation  that  captures  the  event  from  a 
personal  standpoint.  It  will  also  provide  faculty 


and  staff  who  may  be  developing  research  with 
a  vital  collection  of  resources. 

The  storm's  impact  on  Mississippi  will  be 
the  primary  focus  of  the  center,  although  other 
information  about  Katrina's  effects  on  the  Gulf 
South  will  be  available. 

Wall  said  that  the  University's  library  facili- 
ties, staff  and  resources  are  an  appropriate  fit 
for  the  center.  "Documentation  and  arrange- 
ment and  access  of  these  kinds  of  materials, 
including  printed  paper  as  well  as  digital,  is 
what  we  do,  especially  in  special  collections," 
she  said. 

Those  interested  in  making  contributions 
are  asked  to  also  consider  donating  such 
items  as  scientific  data;  government  and  plan- 
ning documents;  before-and-after  (storm) 
photos;  art;  organizational  records;  literary 
works;  sound  recordings;  Web  site  informa- 
tion, including  message  boards,  Weblogs,  etc.; 
journals  or  diaries;  and  printed  items  such  as 
flyers  or  posters. 
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Research  Funding  Reaches  New  Heights  in  2005 

For  the  seventh  straight  year,  external  research  funding  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  increased,  hitting  a  record  $75 
million  in  fiscal  year  2005. 

With  funding  up  $6  million  from  2004,  this  years  total  surpassed  last 
years  external  funding  record  of  $69  million.  Over  the  last  seven  years,  the 
annual  size  of  the  research  enterprise  has  grown  by  almost  $55  million. 

"In  our  continuing  mission  to  distinguish  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  as  a  world-class  institution,  we  are  not  satisfied 
by  maintaining  the  status  quo,"  Southern  Miss  President  Dr.  Shelby 
Thames  said.  "As  shown  by  their  ability  to  reach  new  funding  records 
with  each  passing  year,  our  faculty  and  staff  are  determined  to  raise 
the  University's  standards  of  excellence,  as  well  as  their  own." 

External  funding  plays  an  increasingly  vital  role  in  supporting  the 
University's  core  mission.  As  funding  from  the  state  has  decreased  each 
year,  external  funds  for  cutting-edge  research  projects  buy  much  need- 
ed equipment,  pay  students,  and  provide  other  margins  of  excellence. 

"The  faculty  and  staff  work  very  hard  on  securing  grants  and  contracts 
from  various  sources  to  fund  their  research  and  scholarly  activities,"  said 
Connie  Wyldmon,  director  of  Sponsored  Programs  Administration. 

These  proposals  include  submissions  to  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Humanities,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education,  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Health  and  Human  Services,  the  National  Science  Foundation,  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  the  Department  of  Defense,  Mississippi 
Department  of  Transportation  and  NASA,  to  name  a  few. 

The  University  has  established  the  goal  of  reaching  and  sustaining  a 
research  enterprise  of  $100  million  annually. 

"Continued  growth  this  year  in  our  research  enterprise  is  a  tremendous 
tribute  to  the  hard  work  of  our  faculty,"  said  Dr.  Cecil  Burge,  vice  president 
for  research  and  economic  development. 

"During  last  year  and  for  the  school  year  beginning  this  fall,  we  have 
been  able  to  attract  and  hire  a  quality  cadre  of  new  faculty.  With  the 
addition  of  these  competitive  faculty,  we  are  poised  to  move  forward 
confidently  to  our  $100  million  goal." 

An  example  of  how  Southern  Miss  is  creating  new  opportunities  for 


research  is  a  recently  announced  stadium  security  initiative  between 
the  School  of  Human  Performance  and  Recreation  and  the  Office  of 
Homeland  Security  (OHS). 

This  summer,  OHS  awarded  the  school  a  $568,000  grant  to  develop 
a  research-based  model  for  security  management  of  sports  facilities  at 
Mississippi's  eight  state-funded  universities.  The  initiative  is  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  nation. 

"Conducting  vulnerability  assessments  will  provide  valuable  data  and 
insights  relative  to  assuring  effective  security  management  of  college  sports 
venues.  The  vulnerability  assessment  will  include  an  analysis  of  critical 
assets,  potential  threats,  possible  consequences,  protection  systems  and 
emergency  response  plans,"  said  Dr.  Lou  Marciani,  the  programs  director. 


External  Research  Funding  at  Southern  Miss 
$100  million  


$75  million 
$69  million 


$20  million  — I 


SACS  Probation  Lifted 

■  The  board  of  directors  for  the  Commission  on 
Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools  (SACS)  has  lifted  probationary  status 
from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Southern  Miss  was  challenged  by  SACS  to 
improve  documentation  in  its  assessment  process 
for  distance  education.  During  the  one-year  peri- 
od, the  University  remained  fully  accredited.  At 
no  time  did  SACS  express  concerns  about  overall 
academic  quality  or  institutional  integrity 

"Documentation  of  our  assessments  and  pro- 
cesses are  in  accordance  with  SACS  standards, 
and  systems  are  in  place  to  make  certain  that  we 
meet  those  standards  going  forward,"  said  Dr.  Joan 
Exline,  assistant  to  the  president  for  accreditation, 
planning  and  articulation. 

Exline  has  worked  with  the  University's  deans, 
the  graduate  council,  council  of  chairs  and 
various  faculty  and  staff  committees  to  address 


assessment  issues.  Three  teams,  including  a 
leadership  team,  a  compliance  team  and  a  quality 
enhancement  plan  team,  were  formed  to  focus 
on  accreditation. 

"We  are  very  pleased  with  todays  action.  We 
have  worked  diligently  in  concen  with  the  SACS 
organization,"  said  Southern  Miss  President  Dr. 
Shelby  Thames.  "I  want  to  emphasize  the  contribu- 
tions and  hard  work  of  the  Southern  Miss  faculty 
and  staff  during  this  process.  Their  efforts  have 
been  outstanding." 

"This  is  certainly  good  news  for  the  University 
as  we  fulfill  our  mission  of  preparing  our  students 
to  achieve  their  life  goals  by  providing  quality  aca- 
demic experiences." 

"It  is  because  of  the  tremendous  efforts  on  the 
part  of  faculty  and  staff  over  the  past  year  that 
we  have  achieved  such  a  positive  result,  and  we 
remain  committed  to  maintaining  the  standards 


that  protect  the  value  of  a 
University  of  Southe 
Mississippi  degree," 
said  Dr.  William 
Powell,  president 
of  The  University 
of        Southern 
M  i  s  s  i  s  s  i  p  p  i 
Faculty  Senate  and 
a  foreign  language 
and  literature  pro  ft 
sor  at  the  University. 

During  the  past  year,  Southern  Miss  has  contin- 
ued to  work  on  its  next  regularly  scheduled  10-year 
accreditation  assessment,  having  already  submitted 
reports  in  October  in  preparation  for  the  April  2006 
SACS  campus  visit.  "All  systems  are  in  place  .is  we 
continue  to  prepare  ourselves  .is  part  of  our  normal 
cycle  of  accreditation  assessment,"  Exline  said. 
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Federal  Funding  for  Chemical  R&D  Puts  Southern  Miss  in  Top  50  Nationwide 


■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  ranked 
in  the  top  50  schools  in  the  country  in  2003  for 
federally  funded  chemical  research  and  develop- 
ment as  noted  in  the  Oct.  31  edition  of  Chemical 
and  Engineering  News. 

The  chemical  sciences  at  Southern  Miss,  com- 
pnsed  of  chemistry,  biochemistry  and  polymer 
science,  were  ranked  49th.  Southern  Miss  was  the 
only  state  institution  from  Mississippi  making  the 
magazines  top  50  schools  in  that  category 

Generating  $5.6  million  in  federal  funding 
in  2003,  Southern  Miss  posted  a  22.6  percent 
increase  from  the  previous  year.  Southern  Miss 
ranked  ahead  of  Arizona  State  University,  which 
brought  in  $5.5  million,  and  one  spot  behind 
the  University  of  Califomia-Santa  Barbara,  which 
secured  $5.7  million  in  2003. 

"This  achievement  emphasizes  that  Southern 
Miss  is  at  the  cutting  edge  of  science,"  said  Dr. 
Robert  Lochhead,  chair  of  the  School  of  Polymers 
and  High  Performance  Materials  at  Southern  Miss. 
"It  is  a  manifestation  of  the  hard  work,  dedication 
and  sheer  brilliance  of  our  faculty  members,  and 
it  bodes  well  for  the  future  of  our  students  and  for 
Mississippi's  economy" 

Figures  for  2003  were  the  latest  available  from 
the  National  Science  Foundation. 

Funding  for  research  and  development  in  the 
chemical  sciences  comes  from  various  sources 
like  private  industry  and  contracts  and  grants, 
said  Dr.  Robert  Bateman,  chair  of  the  Southern 


Miss  Department  of  Chemistry  and  Biochemistry. 
But  Bateman  said  recognition  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment means  the  research  proposal  has  been 
through  rigorous  peer  review.  "It's  a  reflection 
of  the  faculty's  ability  to  compete  for  funding," 
Bateman  said. 

A  wide  range  of  research  is  underway  at 
Southern  Miss  in  the  chemical  sciences,  all  of 
which  promise  important  benefits  to  society  and 
the  national,  state  and  local  economies. 

•Funded  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Energy,  polymer  science  professor  Dr.  Charles 
McCormick  and  his  team  of  researchers  are 
creating  "smart  polymers"  that  can  maximize 
the  production  of  oil  wells. 

•Polymer  science  professor  Dr.  Sergei 
Nazarenko  is  developing  new  technology  for 
soldiers  that  would  allow  sweat  to  evaporate  from 
their  uniforms  in  hot  conditions  but  still  protect 
them  from  chemical  warfare  agents. 

•Working  on  a  large  project  funded  by  the 
U.S.  Navy  is  a  group  of  researchers  including  Dr. 
Shelby  Thames,  Dr.  Robert  Lochhead,  Dr.  Lon 
Mathias,  Dr.  Ken  Mauritz,  Dr.  Sergei  Nazarenko, 
Dr.  James  Rawlins,  Dr.  Robson  Storey  and  Dr. 
Douglas  Wicks.  The  aim  of  the  project  is  to  design 
safe,  biodegradable  materials  that  can  take  the 
place  of  plastics,  which  must  be  stored  on  sea  ves- 
sels until  they  can  be  shipped  to  a  landfill.  With 
new  materials  that  could  be  safely  disposed  in  the 
sea,  the  Navy  could  eliminate  the  need  for  storing 


and  transporting  plastic  waste  aboard  ships. 

•Dr.  Joshua  Otaigbe  is  collaborating  with  the 
Swiss  Federal  Institute  of  Technology,  the  former 
employer  of  Albert  Einstein,  to  study  "nano- 
materials."  These  inorganic-organic  hybrid  mate- 
rials can  be  designed  to  be  better  and  stronger 
than  the  plastics  used  today. 

•Dr.  Sarah  Morgan  is  helping  a  Bay  St.  Louis- 
based  company  called  Mississippi  Polymer 
Technologies  create  new  materials  that  can  be 
used  as  armor  plating. 

•Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  president  of  Southern 
Miss  and  a  polymer  science  researcher,  is  creat- 
ing new  products  from  alternative  crops.  "Dr. 
Thames  takes  pnde  in  developing  materials 
that  are  better  for  our  health  and  less  polluting 
to  our  environments.  This  includes  American 
Pride  Paint,  which  has  no  volatile  organic  com- 
pounds," Lochhead  said. 

Also  at  Southern  Miss,  the  National 
Science  Foundation  has  funded  the  INSPIRE 
conference  and  the  Research  Experience  for 
Undergraduates.  "These  are  two  ways  in  which 
young  people  can  experience  the  wonders 
of  science  and  the  excitement  of  research," 
Lochhead  said. 

The  University  of  California  at  San  Francisco 
topped  the  list  with  $22.7  million,  followed 
by  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
(M.I.T.)  with  $17.5  million  and  Harvard  with 
$17.4  million. 


MBA  Competition  Showcases  University-Based  Technologies 

■  Top  honors  in  the  inaugural  Golden  Eagle  Challenge,  an  MBA  busi- 
ness plan  competition  hosted  by  the  College  of  Business  went  to  the 
graduate  student  management  team  of  the  fictional  business  Pro-Tech. 

The  competition,  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  Mississippi,  is  an  out- 
growth of  the  college's  entrepreneurial  focus.  "Entrepreneurship  is  an 
integral  part  of  our  academic  program,  and  the  Golden  Eagle  Challenge 
gives  our  students  a  sense  of  the  requirements  and  perseverance  they 
have  to  have  to  start  a  business,"  said  Dr.  Jon  Carr,  assistant  professor 
of  management  and  competition  director. 

Teams  squared  off  in  the  competition  in  which  students  presented 
their  business  plans  as  if  they  were  pitching  to  venture  capitalists 
interested  in  funding  their  operations  designed  to  market  products 
based  on  technologies  developed  at  Southern  Miss.  All  students  are  still 
working  on  their  Master  of  Business  Administration  (MBA)  or  Master  of 
Professional  Accountancy  (MPA)  degrees  at  Southern  Miss. 

Students  were  introduced  to  the  technologies  in  their  rawest  form  and 
then  had  to  propose  a  new  product  and  generate  a  business  plan  for  the  fic- 
tional company.  The  teams  proposed  products  based  on  technologies  devel- 
oped by  Drs.  Marek  Urban,  professor  of  polymers  and  high  performance 
matenals,  and  Joseph  Kolibal,  associate  professor  of  mathematics. 

At  the  heart  of  Pro-Techs  winning  business  plan  is  a  new  product, 
Technicover,  which  could  be  used  as  a  screen  protectant  on  handheld 
electronic  devices.  The  team's  marketing  director,  MBA  student  Rachel 
Grayson  of  Poplarville  said,  "The  product  has  the  potential  to  become 
the  baking  soda  of  protectants.  In  other  words,  it  can  become  something 


that  no  one  should 
be  without  and  has 
many  uses." 

Grayson  and  her 
teammates  Tyler 
Ford  of  Springfield, 
111.,  Ann  Pope  of 
Hattiesburg  and 
Mary  Anne  Jones 
of  Wesson  say  their 
solid  financial  pro- 
jections and  the 
potential  market,  in 
excess  of  75  million 
customers,  may 
have  given  them 
the  winning  edge. 

"Their  preparation  and  interest  in  demonstrating  the  viability  of 
their  technology  is  the  result  of  much  hard  work  that  involved  work- 
ing closely  with  the  scientists.  I'm  very  proud  of  all  of  our  students," 
said  Carr. 

Runner-up  was  Southern  Digital  Technologies,  whose  business  plan 
focused  on  new  enhancement  software  for  medical  imaging  companies, 
with  members  Justin  Cockrell  of  Carrollton,  Ga.,  Amanda  Butler  of 
Laurel,  and  Daniel  Marks  of  Gautier. 


Members  of  the  winning  team,  Pro-Tech,  composed  of  Mary 
Ann  Jones,  Rachel  Grayson,  Ann  Pope  and  Tyler  Ford,  listen 
to  a  judge's  question  during  the  final  round  of  competition 
in  the  first  Golden  Eagle  Challenge. 


THE  TALON 
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Perot  Named  2006  Distinguished  Entrepreneur  by  College  of  Business 


Texas  business  magnate  H. 
Ross  Perot  has  been  selected 
as  the  recipient  of  the  2006 
Distinguished  Entrepreneur 
award  from  the  College  of 
Business  (COB).  Events  honor- 
ing Perot  are  slated  for  Tuesday, 
April  18,  with  a  luncheon 
and  annual  Distinguished 
Entrepreneur  lecture. 

Perot,  chairman  emeritus  of 
the  board  of  Perot  Systems 
Corporation  in  Piano,  Texas, 
founded  the  technology  ser- 
vices company  in  1988.  He 
served  as  chief  executive  offi- 
cer until  1992  and  again  from  1997  until  2000,  helping  to  take  the 
company  public  in  1999.  Perot  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  until 
2004,  when  he  was  elected  chairman  emeritus. 

In  1962,  with  a  $1,000  loan  from  his  wife,  Perot  started  Electronic 

Data  Systems  (EDS).  Over  the  next  22  years  he  built  EDS  into  one  of 

the  worlds  largest  technology  services  firms.  In  1984,  he  sold  EDS  to 

General  Motors  for  $2.5  billion. 

Perot  ran  for  president  of  the  United  States  in  1992  as  an  independent 


candidate,  winning  19  percent  of  the  vote,  one  of  the  largest  percentages  ever 
for  an  Independent.  He  ran  again  in  1996  on  the  Reform  Party  ticket. 

"Mr.  Perot  is  a  business  icon  and  a  huge  part  of  Amencan  culture.  One 
of  the  most  successful  entrepreneurs  of  all  time,  Mr.  Perot  has  solidified  his 
place  in  history.  We  are  extremely  honored  that  a  person  of  his  caliber  will 
be  in  Hattiesburg  to  share  some  of  his  life  and  business  insights  with  the 
Southern  Miss  community,"  said  COB  Dean  Harold  Doty 

The  college  will  present  its  annual  Distinguished  Alumnus  award 
in  September. 

The  Distinguished  Entrepreneur  Lecture  Series  was  launched  in 
the  fall  of  2001  to  promote  the  spirit  of  the  entrepreneur  and  to  fos- 
ter that  same  spirit  in  Southern  Miss  business  students.  The  yearly 
series  features  a  presentation  by  a  nationally  recognized  entrepreneur 
whose  individual  spirit  of  determination  and  vision  has  resulted  in  an 
American  success  story. 

Previous  recipients  are  Ronald  G.  "Buddy"  McClain,  CEO,  McClain. 
Harvey,  Vaughn  Sonic  Group  (2005);  Max  Draughn,  CEO  /  founder. 
Cypress  Pharmaceutical,  Inc.  (2004);  Bruce  Rossmeyer,  president. 
Rossmeyer  Family  Enterprises  (2003);  Bill  C.  Hudson  Jr.,  CEO  /  presi- 
dent, co-founder  of  Hudson  Salvage,  Inc.  (2002);  and  David  Oreck, 
chairman  of  the  board,  founder  of  Oreck  Corp.  (2001). 

Details  of  the  April  18  event,  in  addition  to  the  lunch  and  lecture, 
will  be  announced  as  they  develop.  Check  back  to  www.usm.edu/busi- 
ness  or  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  updates. 


Chief  Financial  Officer  Resigns 

University  President  Dr.  Shelby  E  Thames  has 
announced  that  Chief  Financial  Officer  Greg 
Lassen  has  resigned  his  position.  Lassen  is  set 
to  become  the  new  vice  president  for  business 
affairs  at  the  University  of  Texas  at  Tyler. 

Lassen  has  been  at  the  University  for  two- 
and-a-half  years  and  has  spent  his  career  in 
higher  education  and  private  industry.  His  last 
day  will  be  Feb.  24. 


"I  am  proud  to  have  been  a  part  of  Southern 
Miss  and  have  enjoyed  the  experience  of 
enhancing  campus  facilities  and  bringing 
new  business  approaches  to  the  University," 
Lassen  said. 

Notable  projects  on  campus  led  by  Lassen 
include  the  student  malls,  pedestrian  walk- 
ways, and  expansive  building  projects,  includ- 
ing the  Student  Union  addition  that  is  set  to 


open  this  summer  and  the  successful  outsourc- 
ing, of  food  service  and  book  store  operations. 

Added  Thames:  "I  want  to  thank  Greg  for 
his  innovative  and  fiscally  prudent  approaches 
that  have  advanced  our  University.  He  has 
given  much  to  make  Southern  Miss  a  better 
place.  He  will  be  missed." 

Normal  processes  lor  filling  the  vacancy 
have  begun  at  the  Universitv. 


Alumna  Becomes  Director  of  Marketing  and  Public 

Southern  Miss  alumna  Margie  Putnam  Jepson  is  the  University's  new 
director  of  Marketing  and  Public  Relations. 

Jepson,  who  earned  both  bachelors  and  master's  degrees  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  is  a  Gulfport  native.  She  returns 
to  Mississippi  after  working  as  vice  president  of  Communications  and 
Marketing  for  the  Medical  Group  Management  Association  in  Colorado. 

While  there,  Jepson  was  responsible  for  communications  and  market- 
ing for  the  national  association.  Her  principal  responsibilities  included 
strategic  leadership  for  organizational  growth,  national  media  and  public 
relations,  intellectual  property  management,  managing  a  staff  of  17  indi- 
viduals and  marketing  revenues  accounting  for  $24  million  annually. 

Previously,  Jepson  served  in  a  number  of  capacities  in  marketing  and  com- 
munications fields  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Colorado.  She  has  compiled 
a  number  of  awards,  including  those  from  the  TELLY  Awards  for  television, 
the  Catholic  Health  Association  of  the  United  States,  the  Southern  Public 
Relations  Federation  and  was  a  national  finalist  for  an  ACE  Cable  Award. 


Relations - 

Jepson  is  a  member  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association,  has  served  as 
a  president  for  chapters  in  New  Orleans 
and  Baton  Rouge  and  started  an  alumni 
chapter  in  Denver  where  she  served  as 
president  for  three  years. 

As  a  student,  she  was  the  originator 
of  the  traditional  cheer  "S-OU-THERX, 
Southern  Mississippi,  USM"  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  national  championship  cheer- 
leading  squad.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
student  Hall  of  Fame  in  1979,  a  member 
of  Delta  Delta  Delta  sorority  participated 
in  more  than  20  theatre  productions  and 
was  a  member  ot  the  Southern  Arena 
Theatre  Repertory  Company. 


VV1NTV 


CALENDAR 


15 


17 


18 


21 


23, 
25-26 

24 


26 


an  vs. 


Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Nicholls 

State  •  Tatum  Park  •  2  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Alcorn 

State  •  Tatum  Park  •  10  a.m.  and 

1  p.m. 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 

UAB  •  2  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball 

vs.  UAB  •  2  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs. 

SE  Louisiana  •  Tatum  Park  •  2 

p.m. 

West  Side  Story  •  Mannoni 

Performing  Arts  Center 

Auditorium  •  7:30  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs. 

Northwestern  State  •  Tatum 

Park  •  2  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Samford 

•  1  p.m. 


1-19      Matthew  Moore 

Exhibition  •  Museum 
of  Art  «10  a.m. -5  p.m. 

2  Clifford  Leaman  Guest 
Saxophone  Recital  •  Mannoni 
Performing  Arts  Center  •  Free 
Admission  •  7:30  p.m. 

3  Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Memphis 
•  Tatum  Park  •  2  p.m. 

4  Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
East  Carolina  •  4  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs. 
Louisiana-Lafayette  • 
Tatum  Park  •  1  p.m. 
Theatre  presents  An  Enemy  of 
the  People  •  Martha  R.  Tatum 
Theatre  •  7:30  p.m.,  2  p.m.  on 
Sunday,  March  26. 
Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Troy 
State  •  Tatum  Park  •  2  p.m. 
23         Wind  Ensemble  Concerto 


23-26 

31- 
April  1 


Concert  •  Bennett  Auditorium  • 
7:30  p.m. 

Dance  presents  the  Spring  Dance 
Concert  •  Mannoni  Performing 
Arts  Center  •  7:30  p.m. 

GOLDEN  GRAD  REUNION  • 
SEE  PAGE  17  FOR  DETAILS 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni  « 
usm.edu,  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus 
unless  otherwise  noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  601.266.5418,  unless  otherwise  noted.  rz — — r~7~. TT". — ~ — ~ 

Founders  Day  Activities  Scheduled 

The  University  will  recognize  the 
96th  anniversary  of  its  founding 
Thursday  March  30,  2006,  with  a 
variety  of  Founders'  Day  festivities. 

That  afternoon,  a  celebration  will  be 
held  on  the  north  lawn  of  the  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas  Administration  Building. 
Newly-elected  Student  Government 
Association  officials  will  be  inaugu- 
rated, students  will  be  honored  as  pan 
of  University  Awards  Day  ceremonies, 
and  alumni  and  friends  are  encouraged 
to  attend  and  to  enjoy  an  assortment  of 
refreshments  following  the  ceremony. 

That  evening,  the  second  annual 
Official  Ring  Ceremony  will  be  held 
and  select  students  and  alumni  will 
receive  their  Official  Rings. 

Updated  activities  and  details  will  be 
posted  on  www.SouthernMissAlumni. 
com  as  Founders'  Day  approaches. 


16-18, 
24-26 
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Department  of  Art  and  Design 
Open  House  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

Symphony  Orchestra  Concert 
featuring  violinist  Joshua  Bell 
■  Bennett  Auditorium  •  7:30  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Southern 
•  Tatum  Park  •  2  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  UAB  • 
Tatum  Park  •  2  p.m. 


For  Golden  Eagle  baseball  and 
Lady  Eagle  Softball  schedules,  see 
Page  39. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  ALMA  MATER? 
TEST  YOUR  KNOWLEDGE  TO  FIND  OUT. 


1)  Who  scored  the  most  points  in  a  single  game  in 
Southern  Miss  men's  basketball  history? 

2)  Who  grabbed  the  most  rebounds  in  a  single  game 
in  Southern  Miss  men's  basketball  history? 

3)  Who  posted  the  highest  scoring  average  for  a 
season  in  Southern  Miss  men's  basketball  history? 

4)  The  longest  winning  streak  in  Lady  Eagle 
basketball  history  is  20  games.  The  streak  occurred 
during  which  season? 

5)  The  leading  scorer  in  Lady  Eagle  basketball 
history,  Janice  Felder,  played  in  117  games  for 
Southern  Miss.  How  many  times  during  her  career 
did  she  fail  to  score  in  double  figures? 


New  CD  by 

The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Steel  Pan  Orchestra 


Recorded  Live  March  21,  2005 
in  Bennett  Auditorium  on  the 
Southern  Miss  campus  i 


Directed  by  Dr.  John  Wooton 

Special  Guest  Andy  Narell 

Commissioned  work  by  Ney  Rosauro 


Now  Available  at  these  locations: 

Southern  Miss  Bookstore 

Southern  Miss  School  of  Music 

T-Bone  Records 

C&M  Music  Center 

Wolf-Gang  Music 


Visit  wwwJohnwooton.com  for  more  information. 
Call  (601  )266-4993  for  booking  information. 
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STARS 


SENIOR  STARTS  ENTERTAINMENT  PUBLICATION 


Since  she  was  a  little  girl 
growing  up  m  the  Jackson 
area,  Jackie  Lee  has  want- 
ed to  own  and  produce  her 
own  magazine.  Her  dream 
finally  came  true  this  year 
when  she  began  distributing 
the  biweekly  entertainment 
magazine  The  Burger  to  the  Hattiesburg  community. 

Lee,  a  20-year-old  senior  photojournalism  major,  is  not  afraid  to 
work  for  what  she  wants.  She  graduated  from  Northwest  Rankin  High 
School  a  year  early  and  enrolled  at  Southern  Miss  at  17  years  old. 

In  2003,  Lee  and  some  friends  gath- 
ered and  envisioned  a  publication  that 
was  reminiscent  of  the  Jackson  Free  Press, 
focusing  on  a  calendar  of  local  entertain- 
ment events  and  including  commentary 
and  reviews. 

The  publication  never  got  off  the 
ground.  The  idea,  however,  stuck  with 
Lee.  This  past  summer  Lee  spoke  to  her 
roommate  about  the  failed  startup. 

"Her  excitement  really  hyped  me  up 
and  made  me  want  to  follow  through 
with  the  idea  we  thought  up  so  long 
ago,"  Lee  said. 

So  she  rounded  up  a  staff  of  13  people 
and  began  planning  the  first  issue.  She 
decided  on  calling  it  Hie  Burger.  The 
magazine  got  its  name  from  a  number  of 
sources.  It  was  a  potential  name  for  the 
failed  2003  project  because  it  sounded 
like  The  Onion,  the  national  humor  news 
magazine.  Also,  many  Southern  Miss 
students  refer  to  Hattiesburg  as  "H-Burg" 
and  the  magazines  name  plays  on  that 
as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  word  burger 
means  "citizen"  in  German. 

The  hardest  part  was  securing  fund- 
ing for  her  publication.  With  no  school  affiliation,  Lee  had  to  rely 
on  local  businesses  to  produce  the  magazine. 

"Local  businesses,  especially  those  started  in  the  last  few  years, 
were  really  willing  to  take  a  risk  on  us  without  seeing  our  product 
because  they  were  in  the  same  boat  we  were  and  someone  took  a 
chance  on  them,"  Lee  said. 

The  first  issue  was  to  have  been  on  the  newsstands  Aug.  30,  the 
day  after  Hurricane  Katrina  ravaged  the  Gulf  Coast  and  left  most  of 


Mississippi,  including  Hattiesburg,  without  power.  Needless  to  say  the 
planned  issue  was  not  published,  but  Lee  rushed  to  pnnt  a  50-copy 
test  run  of  the  magazine  that  served  as  a  "Katnrta  Survivor  Guide." 

Lee  and  her  staff  have  moved  on  since  the  hurricane  and  have 
printed  more  than  a  half  dozen  issues.  Each  issue  has  reviews  of  mov- 
ies, music,  books  and  the  occasional  local  eatery  Also  included  is  an 
interview  with  a  Hattiesburg  resident,  aptly  called  "The  Burger."  The 
calendar  showcases  campus  events  and  band  shows  in  local  venues. 

At  16  pages  per  issue,  The  Burger  is  quite  an  undertaking  for  a 
college  freshman.  Lee's  office  serves  as  the  magazines  headquar- 
ters. Most  of  the  graphic  design  work  for  each  issue  is  done  over 
the  Internet,  with  Lee  on  her  home  computer  and  her  graphic 

designer  on  his  own  computer.  The 
staff  has  become  efficient  at  stapling 
the  magazines  by  hand. 

As  editor-in-chief,  Lee  is  responsi- 
ble for  running  the  day-to-day  opera- 
tions of  the  magazine,  a  job  that  she 
loves  doing. 

"But  when  it's  [the  staff]  this  small, 
there's  no  role  that  I  don't  play  -  writer, 
photographer,  copy  editor,  manager,  dis- 
tnbutor,"  Lee  said.  "But  I  love  it." 

Lee  has  big  plans  for  her  publication 
in  the  future.  She  hopes  to  plan  events 
for  the  community  and  she  even  thinks 
she  may  have  found  her  calling  in  life. 
When  she  graduates  in  N  lay  she  is  think- 
ing about  staying  in  Hattiesburg  to  run 
the  magazine  professionally  She  hopes 
to  build  it  up  and  establish  it  in  die  com- 
munity so  the  staff  can  be  paid  for  their 
work.  Currently  they  are  not. 

"My  goal  in  creating  the  publication  is 
to  boost  local  Hattiesburg  business  and 
events,  particularly  in  the  downtown 
area,  by  giving  them  exposure,"  Lee  said. 
"And  also  to  ptvrnde  a  creative  outlet  tor 
Hattiesburg's  talented  writers,  graphic 
designers,  photographers,  etc.  Eventually.  I  want  to  be  able  to  sponsor 
events  such  as  live  music  shows  at  the  Saenger." 

Lee  says  that  while  she  is  in  charge,  she  wouldn't  be  able  to  survive 
without  her  dedicated  staff. 

"I'm  really  impressed  with  the  staff."  Lee  said.  "It's  amazing  that 
they  do  this  work  and  the  only  compensation  they  get  is  seeing 
their  name  in  print.  Their  passion  gives  the  magazine  the  edge 
over  other  publications." 


WINTE 
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BACK  ON  TRACK: 

OGLETREE  HOUSE  CAMPAIGN  SUCCESSFULLY  RESUMES 


The  campaign  to  expand  and  restore  the 
Ogletree  House  has  successfully  resumed 
and  work  on  the  facility  is  on  course  to  begin 
in  January. 

One  of  the  most  ambitious  undertakings  in 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Associations  history, 
the  multi-million  dollar  project  will  expand  the 
home  of  the  Association  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  to  12,000  square  feet,  nearly  doubling 
the  existing  structure. 

While  a  fund-raising  campaign  had  been 
postponed  in  the  months  following  Hurricane 
Katnna,  it  successfully  resumed  m  January,  and  commitments  to  the  project  now 
total  well  over  $1  million.  Among  recent  commitments,  Dr.  Thad  and  Gerry 
Waites  pledged  $75,000 
to  the  campaign,  allowing 
the  Waites  family  a  nam- 
ing opportunity  in  the  new 
facility.  Previously,  com- 
mitments from  Lou  Ann 
'69, 70  and  Louis  Poynter 
'91,  Ralph  Simmons  '54, 
Lester  '50  and  Jan  Haddox 
and  Lewis  '56  and  Margie 
Myrick  allowed  for  the 
naming  of  rooms  or  offic- 
es in  the  expanded  and 
restored  facility.  Other 
naming  opportunities  are 
still  available. 

Also  hard  at  work 
is  the  project's  building 
committee,  led  by  for- 
mer Alumni  Association 
President  Randy  Pope  73. 
The  committee  is  working 
with  designs  by  Albert  & 
Associates  Architects  and 
guiding  plans  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  renovated 
and  expanded  facility  Other  building  committee  members  are  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas 
'55,  '56,  Larry  Watson  71,  76,  Benny  Waddle  '82,  Martha  Thornton  '80,  '91,  Rita 
Hailey-Burks  79,  '92,  Walt  Denton  '96,  '97,  Sen.  Tom  King  73,  Bob  Jefcoat  72, 
Lester  Haddox  '50,  Diane  Berry  78  and  Kelli  Brent  '91. 

For  detailed  images  of  the  project,  visit  www.SouthemMissAlumni.com. 
Plans  for  the  Ogletree  House  include  the  addition  of  a  beautiful  new  courtyard 
on  the  northern  side  of  the  facility,  which  will  feature  a  pathway  of  personalized 


The  Ogletree  House  project's  building  committee,  pictured  above,  is  assisting  with  plans  to  renovate  and  ex 
pand  the  facility  with  construction  expected  to  begin  in  January  2007. 


pavers.  The  pavers,  available  in  two  sizes,  offer  an  opportunity  to  document  your 
time  at  Southern  Miss,  honor  a  family  member  or  new  graduate,  or  place  your  own 
name  in  a  place  of  honor. 

At  a  contribution  of  $250,  the  4  x  8-inch  paver  allows  for  up  to  three  lines 
of  text  at  14  spaces  per  line.  The  8  x  8-inch  paver  option,  a  $500  contribution, 
allows  for  up  to  six  lines  of  text  at  14  spaces  per  line.  Additional  details  concern- 
ing the  pavers  can  be  found  on  the  inside  back  cover  of  The  Talon  or  on  www. 
SouthemMissAlumni.com. 

Home  to  offices  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  since  1975, 
the  Ogletree  House  is  named  for  the  longtime  Alumni  Association  leader 
Powell  G.  Ogletree. 

In  1976,  the  Alumni  Association,  utilizing  a  campaign  chaired  by  Hattiesburg 
physician  Lamar  Gillespie  and  with  the  faithful  service  of  Ogletree,  then  the 
Associations  director,  launched  an  effort  to  raise  $200,000  to  build  a  new  home  for 

the  University's  president. 

Given  that  the  Alumni 
Association  would  gener- 
ate the  funding  for  a  new 
president's  home,  the 
University  allocated  the 
existing  structure  to  the 
Alumni  Association  for  use 
as  the  new  Alumni  House. 
The  Association  moved  from 
its  offices  in  the  Student 
Union  (now  McLemore  Hall) 
into  the  Alumni  House  in 
November  1975. 

Later,  on  August  20, 
1987,  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  State  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning  approved 
a  request  from  Lucas,  then 
the  University's  president, 
to  have  the  facility  named 
the  Ogletree  House  in 
honor  of  Ogletree  who  had 
announced  his  retirement 
from  the  University  effec- 
tive October  31,  1987.  The 
Ogletree  House  was  dedicated  on  November  7,  1987,  honoring  Ogletree's  34 
years  of  service  to  Southern  Miss  as  director  of  alumni  relations. 

Donations  for  the  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the 
Ogletree  House  are  accepted  online  on  SouthernMissAlumni.com  or  by  check 
payable  to  The  USM  Foundation  (with  Ogletree  House  Fund  in  the  memo 
blank),  and  mailed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  118  College  Dr., 
#5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406. 
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THE  OGLETREE 

HOUSE  CAMPAIGN 

CONTRIBUTORS  THROUGH 

JANUARY  13,  2006 

Lead 

Gift 

Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Special  Gifts 

Ralph  T.  Simmons 

Laurel, 

Mississippi 

Thad  and  Gerry  Waites 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Sponsor  Gifts 

Bobby  and  Betty  Chain 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Lamar  and  Joy  Gillespie 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Lester  and  Jan  Haddox 

Columbia, 

Mississippi 

Curt  and  Virginia  Hebert 

Mandeville,  Louisiana 

Bob  and  Judy  Mixon 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Lewis  and  Margie  Myrick 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Platinum  Participating  Gifts 

Les  and  Rosemary  Aultman 

Clinton, 

Mississippi 

Dick  and  Diane  Berry 

Mobile,  Alabama 

Mark  and  Olga  Jackson 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Rex  and  Becky  Kelly 

Gulfport, 

Mississippi 

Ed  and  Lynda  Langton 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Danny  and  Patty  Mitchell 

Brandon, 

Mississippi 

Jeffrey  and  Lynn  O'Keefe 

Biloxi, 

Mississippi 

William  R.  Phalen 

Scottsdale,  Arizona 

Bob  and  Kristi  Pierce 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Ken  and  Carolyn  Shearer 

Ridgeland, 

Mississippi 

Bonnie  and  Lawrence  Warren 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Gold  &  Silver  Participating  Gifts 

Spencer  and  BJ.  Adams 

Mobile,  Alabama 

Lucy,  Jack  and  Walt  Denton 

Biloxi, 

Mississippi 

Robert  and  Joyce  Coghlan 

Aberdeen, 

Mississippi 

Henry  L.  Conn 

Santa  Rosa  Beach,  Florida 

Arty  and  Heather  Creel 

Franklir 

l,  Tennessee 

Don  and  Marilyn  Driskell 

Brookhaven, 

Mississippi 

Frances  and  Ray  Karnes 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Tanya  and  William  Mearse 

Houston,  Texas 

Doug  and  Pam  Rouse 

Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 

Harry  and  Jan  Ruffin 

Montrose,  Alabama 

Ron  and  Monica  Russell 

Madison, 

Mississippi 

Ben  Samel 

Hattiesburg 

Mississippi 

Ray  and  Jo  Anne  Sims 

Hattiesburg 

Mississippi 

Silvia  and  William  Teasley 

Canton,  Georgia 

Shelby  and  Shirley  Thames 

Hattiesburg 

Mississippi 

South  Central  Mississippi  Chap 

ter      Hattiesburg 

Mississippi 

of  the  Alumni  Association 

Dr.  Thad  and  Gerry  Waites 

The  generosity  shown  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  by  Dr.  Thad  and  Gerry 
Waites  is  not  limited  to  one  department,  school 
or  organization. 

The  Waites'  are  members  of  the  Eagle  Club,  the 
athletic  departments  Circle  of  Champions  and  the 
Alumni  Association,  even  though  neither  are  gradu- 
ates of  the  University.  A  scholarship  in  the  School  of 
Science  and  Technology  and  another  in  the  School 
of  Music  bears  their  names  and  both  have  served  on 
the  USM  Foundations  board  of  directors. 

Now  they  are  members  of  another  elite  group 
as  well  -  Special  Gift  contributors  to  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign.  The  Waites'  $75,000  commit- 
ment to  the  campaign  to  restore  and  expand  the 
Alumni  Associations  home  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam- 
pus is  the  second  in  the  Special  Gift  category 

A  groundbreaking  cardiologist,  Thad  Waites  and 
his  group  were  the  first  in  the  state  with  a  number 
of  procedures  including  rotablator,  angiojet,  and 
atherectomy.  Now,  his  clinic  is  the  first  with  Cardiac 
CT,  a  new  procedure  that  views  the  heart  and  arter- 
ies without  a  catheterization.  He  is  a  past  president 
and  current  board  member  of  the  Southeast  affiliate 
of  the  American  Heart  Association. 

The  Waites'  also  are  major  contributors  to  the 
United  Way. 
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Diploma  Replacement  Program 
Deadline  Extended 

In  September  2005,  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
announced  it  would  partner  with  the  Office  of  the  University 
Registrar  to  replace  any  diploma  of  Association  members  lost  or 
damaged  due  to  Hurricane  Katrina  free  of  charge.  While  the  dead- 
line to  contact  the  Alumni  Association  for  diploma  replacement 
had  been  set  for  Dec.  15,  2005,  the  program  has  been  extended  to 
March  31,  2006. 

"Due  to  an  overwhelming  response  we  have  decided  to  extend  the 
program,"  said  Jerry  DeFatta,  the  Alumni  Associations  associate  direc- 
tor for  external  affairs.  "Requests  for  replacement  diplomas  have  been 
submitted  consistently  since  Hurricane  Katrina  and  we  want  to  ensure 
that  all  affected  alumni  are  given  an  opportunity  to  participate." 

DeFatta  said  orders  to  replace  nearly  400  diplomas  were  submitted 
prior  to  the  original  deadline.  Alumni  who  submitted  their  request 
prior  to  Dec.  15,  2005,  should  receive  their  replacement  diplomas  in 
March.  Those  who  submit  requests  prior  to  the  March  31  deadline 
should  receive  their  replacement  diplomas  in  July.  To  take  advantage 
of  this  opportunity,  alumni  residing  in  the  affected  areas  should  con- 
tact the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013  and  request  a  copy  of 
the  Special  Circumstance  Request  for  Replacement  Diploma  Form  or 
download  the  form  on  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


New  Life 

Members 

Robin  S.  Greer 

Wayne  and  Lisa  Fairley 

Brad  and  Laura  Massey 

Marjorie  Minor  Heltzel 

Lance  and  Laura  Hatfield 

Matthew  M.  Jennings 

Louis  Leitenberger,  III 

Hank  and  Susie  Bounds 

Kevin  L.  Prince 

Robert  Louis  Williams 

Russell  B.  Anderson 

Leticia  Anne  Lindsey 

Brent  and  Melissa  Lyons 

Brenda  Bishop  Grant 

Lorraine  B.  Young 

Keith  Adair  Miller 

David  Oscar  White 

Judie  Clark  Kochenower 

Joseph  R.  Krawczyk 

Thomas  Joseph  Brennan 

Matthew  N.  Reuter 

Billy  H.  and  Billie  R  Roberts 

Jereme  and  Beth  Smith 

Glaniece  McCarty  Roberts 

Ronald  and  Becki  Connally 

Claudette  F  Struck 

Daryel  Dunaway 

Perry  and  Alan  a  Phillips 

Matthew  S.  Wolfe 

Melinda  Giachelli-Altman 

Virgil  and  Ernestine 

Wayne  and  Linda  Owens 

Walker  Melanie  L.  Noland 

Kenya  L.  Horn 

Mason  Stafford 

Gary  William  Merrell 

Kevin  Blair  Pack 

Michael  and  Lori  Brechtel 

Golden  Grads  to  Return  to  Campus 

The  year  was  1956.  A  college 
campus  existed  in  Hattiesburg, 
but  the  institution  was  called 
Mississippi  Southern  College  rath- 
er than  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  There  were  no  Golden 
Eagles  in  Mississippi,  and  McCain 
was  the  name  of  the  college's  presi- 
dent rather  than  a  collection  of 
archives  and  a  library  on  campus. 

This  year,  hundreds  of 
Mississippi  Southern  College 
graduates  from  the  classes  of  1956 

and  earlier  will  return  to  campus  for  the  Golden  Grad  Reunion, 
hosted  by  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association.  The  weekend 
event,  beginning  on  Friday,  March  31,  and  continuing  Saturday, 
April  1 ,  is  an  opportunity  for  those  alumni  to  recall  fond  memo- 
ries, reunite  with  old  friends  and  witness  the  numerous  changes 
to  the  Hattiesburg  campus  in  recent  decades. 

Information  regarding  the  reunion  is  being  delivered  by  mail 
to  eligible  graduates.  If  you  do  not  receive  information  by  March 
1,  or  want  to  request  a  registration  form,  please  contact  Marcus 
Nause,  the  Alumni  Associations  manager  of  programs  at  marcus. 
nause@usm.edu  or  601.266.5357.  Registration  is  also  available 
online  at  www.SouthernMissAlumm.com. 


Golden  Grad  Reunion 

Friday,  March  31 

2:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  Hotel  check-in 

5:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  Welcome  reception  and  guest  registration 

-  Hattiesburg  Country  Club 

6:00  p.m.  and  later  optional  events: 

6:00  p.m.  Welcome  dinner  -  Hattiesburg  Country  Club  or 

6:00  p.m.  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet  (6:00  p.m.  social  with 

cash  bar,  7:00  p.m.  parade  of  champions  and  dinner)  -  Lake 

Terrace  Convention  Center  or 

6:30  p.m.  Southern  Miss  Baseball  vs.  Memphis  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 

Saturday,  April  1 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:30  a.m.  Breakfast  -  J.B.  George  University  Commons 

10:00  a.m.  -  Campus  tour-walking  tour  or  bus  tour 

1 0:30  a.m.  -  Dr.  Jay  Grimes,  University  provost,  Academic  Achievement 

speech  -  R.C.  Cook  Union  Rooms  A,  B  and  C 
11:30  a.m.  -  1:00  p.m.  Luncheon  with  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas, 

president   emeritus   and   medal   presentation   -  J.B.    George 

University  Commons 
1:00  p.m.  Black  and  Gold  Spring  Game  -  M.  M.  Roberts  Stadium 
3:00  p.m.  Southern  Miss  Baseball  versus  Memphis  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
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Top  Volunteers  Honored  at  Conference 

The  Central  Mississippi  and  Birmingham,  Ala.,  chapters  took  home 
awards  as  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  honored  chapters  for 
events  and  programs  held  during  2005. 

The  awards  were  presented  to  officers  of  both  chapters  by  Bob 
Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association,  and  Dawn 
Smith,  coordinator  of  constituent  relations,  at  the  Associations  annual 
Leadership  Conference,  held  Saturday  at  the  J. B.  George  Commons  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Central  Mississippi  was  selected  as  the  Level 
One  chapter  winner,  while  Birmingham  won  the  award  for  Level  Two. 
Levels  are  determined  by  the  number  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  resid- 
ing in  a  chapters  geographic  region. 

In  addition,  Troy  Odom,  president  of  the  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter,  received  the  Scott  Caldwell  Award.  The  Association 
established  the  Scott  Caldwell  Award  in  memory  of  the  former 
Mobile  Chapter  President  who  died  of  cancer  in  1991. 

Under  Odoms  leadership  in  2005,  the  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter  once  again  hosted  the  All-Star  Party,  which  welcomes 
more  than  500  Southern  Miss  alumni,  friends  and  fans  for  a  day 
of  food,  entertainment  and  black  and  gold  pride.  A  crawfish 
boil  hosted  by  the  chapter  prior  to  the  Southern  Miss  /  Ole  Miss 
baseball  game  in  Jackson  also  attracted  hundreds.  Notably,  the 
chapter  is  also  working  toward  endowing  a  scholarship  for  future 
Golden  Eagles. 

Funds  raised  from  the  Birmingham  Chapters  annual  golf  tour- 
nament allowed  it  to  endow  its  scholarship  in  2005.  The  tourna- 
ment was  part  of  a  Golden  Eagle  weekend  for  the  chapter,  as  it 
hosted  a  cookout  for  teams  and  fans  attending  the  Southern  Miss 


/  UAB  softball  series.  In 
addition,  the  chapter  was 
instrumental  in  assisting 
with  the  coordination  of 
the  Eagle  Landing  tail- 
gating  event  held  prior 
to  the  Southern  Miss  / 
UAB  football  game. 

Also  during  the  confer- 
ence, Pierce  and  Smith 
led  a  discussing  of  two 
of  the  Associations 
most  exciting  initiatives 
to  the  volunteers  -  the 
Alumni  Ambassadors  and 


Central  Mississippi  Chapter  President  Troy  Odom, 
left,  received  the  Scott  Caldwell  Award,  which 
annually  recognizes  the  Association's  top  chapter 
president.  Presenting  the  award  is  Bob  Pierce,  the 
Association's  executive  director. 


Constituent  Societies  programs.  The  programs  are  intended  to 
supplement  the  chapter  program  and  offer  alternative  means  of 
involvement  for  alumni  across  the  country. 

The  primary  role  of  an  alumni  ambassador  in  a  geographic 
region  is  to  serve  as  a  liaison  for  the  University  and  the  Alumni 
Association  with  individual  alumni,  parents,  students  and  inter- 
ested individuals  in  that  area. 

A  constituent  society  is  a  group  created  based  on  professional 
interest  (former  students  of  a  particular  profession)  or  special 
interest  (former  students  with  a  common  interest  or  goal.)  These 
groups  are  brought  together  by  a  common  interest  and  connection 
to  a  particular  facet  of  student  or  alumni  life. 
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RAVEL  AGENCY 


BUSINESS  TRAVEL 


•  Corporate  Hotel  &  Car  Programs 

•  Convention  &  Event  Planning 

•  Email  &  Fax  Confirmation  System 


VACATION  TRAVEL 


•  Disney  &  Orlando  Packages 

•  Group  Travel  Specialists 

•  Discount  International  Airline  Tickets 

•  Honeymoon  &  Bridal  Packages 


Network 


PAT  ALONZO   -   PAM  WATTS   -   KRISTI JEFCOAT   -   CARLA  BOLEWARE 
3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  5  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

264-6691 

www.magnoliatravelagency.com 

Toll  Free  1-800-718-8817 
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FOUNDATION 


Richard  and  Katharine  Pratt 


Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter 


GIVING  BACK 

Honor  Club  Members  Support  Alma  Mater  with  Generous  Donations 


The  year  2005  brought  new  trends  of  generous  commitments 
by  some  members  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  Honor  Club  who  demonstrated  in  various  ways — 
from  established  programs  to  naming  opportunities — how  they 
support  their  alma  mater. 

Gallery  of  Benefactors  members  Max  and  Susan  Draughn  of 
Madison  made  a  $1  million  commitment  to  the  College  of  Business 
to  establish  the  Max  E.  Draughn  Pharmaceutical  Sales  Program. 

"Both  USM  and  the  pharmaceutical  industry  have  presented  me 
with  opportunities  that  have  helped  me  to  achieve  my  career  goals," 
said  Max  Draughn,  a  1984  Southern  Miss  graduate  and  founder  of 
Cypress  Pharmaceuticals  Inc.  "This  is  an  opportunity  for  Susan  and 
me  to  help  others  further  their  educational  and  career  goals." 

Holmes  Community  College  chemistry  professor  J.  Richard 
Pratt  of  Grenada  and  his  wife,  Katharine,  established  a  scholarship 
to  create  opportunities  for  chemistry,  physics  and  math  education 
students  to  pursue  an  in-state  career.  Richard  Pratt,  who  earned 
a  doctorate  in  chemistry  in  1974,  said  he  has  fond  memories  of 
graduate  school  at  Southern  Miss. 

"By  establishing  this  scholarship,  1  want  to  pay  tribute  to  Dr. 
Shelby  Thames  for  his  contribution  to  my  graduate  education  at 
USM  during  the  early  1970s,"  he  said.  "Dr.  Thames  was  one  of 
several  outstanding  chemistry  professors  under  whom  I  studied 
while  at  USM.  He  was  an  inspiration  in  class  and  in  the  research 
laboratory.  He  was  organized,  thorough  and  relentless  in  organic 
chemistry,  and  he  demanded  total  commitment  to  his  courses." 

The  Pratts,  who  are  members  of  the  Presidents  Circle,  endowed  the 
Deterly-Pratt  Scholarship  in  the  College  of  Science  and  Technology. 


To  support  the  restoration  and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree 
House,  Presidents  Circle  members  Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter 
of  Hattiesburg  and  Ralph  Simmons  of  Laurel,  lead  the  campaign 
with  their  gifts. 

Lou  Ann  Poynter,  '69,  70,  and  her  husband  Louis  '91,  commit- 
ted the  lead  gift  in  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  which  houses  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  offices. 

"I  believe  the  restored  and  expanded  Ogletree  House  will 
become  a  testament  to  the  fortitude  of  Southern  Miss  alumni 
everywhere,"  said  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  who  along  with  Dr.  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas  is  serving  as  co-chair  of  the  campaign. 

"We  decided  that  by  contributing  to  this  campaign,  we  are  mak- 
ing an  investment  in  a  stronger,  more  effective  Alumni  Association 
that  will  be  positioned  to  develop  that  loyal,  supportive  alumni  base 
that  will  carry  the  University  into  the  future.  Both  of  us,  as  well  as 
our  daughter  Melissa,  are  graduates  of  Southern  Miss,  and  we  are 
thankful  that  we  are  in  a  position  to  give  back  to  the  University  that 
educated  us  and  prepared  us  for  our  business  careers." 

The  multipurpose  room  in  the  new  facility  will  be  named  in 
honor  of  the  Poynters. 

Ralph  Simmons  also  contributed  to  the  campaign  that  gave 
him  an  opportunity  to  name  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  renovated 
building.  He  chose  to  name  the  kitchen  in  memory  of  his  mother, 
Linnie  Cockrell  Simmons.  The  kitchen  will  be  named  the  Ralph  T 
Simmons  and  Linnie  Cockrell  Simmons  Kitchen. 

"The  Powell  Ogletree  Alumni  House  is  a  historic  building  on 
campus  and  the  focal  point  for  alumni  when  they  return  to  the 
University,"  said  Simmons  '54.  "This  campaign  is  long  overdue." 


16 


THE  TALON 


NEWS 


Efforts  Continue  to  Raise  $100,000  for  Lucas  Endowed  Scholarship 

By  David  Tisdale  and  Daphne  Alford 


An  ongoing  initiative  to  raise  $100,000  for 
a  scholarship  endowment  in  honor  of  Aubrey 
K.  and  Ella  G.  Lucas  nears  completion.  The 
scholarship  will  benefit  students  impacted  by 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

A  ceremony  was  held  at  the  Payne  Center 
on  campus  during  the  University's  2005 
Homecoming  weekend,  where  it  was  announced 
that  efforts  to  honor  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  president 
emeritus  of  the  University,  with  a  $100,000 
endowed  scholarship  in  his  and  wife  Ella's  name 
had  been  established.  The  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  and  Ella 
G.  Lucas  Education  and  Psychology  Endowed 
Scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  undergradu- 
ate students  majoring  in  one  of  the  College  of 
Education  and  Psychology's  degree  programs. 

"Prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina  hitting  on  August  29,  we  had  already 
achieved  two-thirds  of  our  financial  goal  to  endow  the  scholarship," 
said  Dr.  Willie  Pierce,  dean  of  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology 
"We  are  looking  forward  to  completing  this  commitment  so  that  we 
can  give  a  boost  to  deserving  students.  This  is  especially  important 


Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  center,  is  surrounded  by  four 
Southern  Miss  supporters  —  Johnny  Atherton 
of  Mississippi  Power  Co.,  left,  Ted  Webb  of  Ban- 
corpSouth  and  retired  businessmen  Jim  Payne  of 
Ridgeland  and  Larry  Payne  of  Hattiesburg  —  who 
sponsored  the  anniversary  celebration  program. 


since  so  many  students  and  their  families  were 
hurt  by  the  storm." 

"He's  very  special  to  Southern  Miss,"  added 
Pierce,  who  joined  the  Southern  Miss  faculty  the 
same  year  Lucas  returned  to  the  University  as 
president.  "He's  given  so  much  to  the  University 
and  our  college  and  continues  to  do  so." 

Pierce  said  the  Lucas  scholarship,  for  the 
first  three  or  four  years  of  its  availability,  will  be 
awarded  to  students  who  have  been  affected  by 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

"It's  (scholarship)  a  good  cause,  not  because  it's 
named  for  Ella  and  me,  but  because  it  will  help 
students  who  have  suffered  so  much  from  the  hur- 
ricane," said  Lucas.  "I'm  delighted  that  whatever 
money  we  are  able  to  raise  for  the  scholarship  will  go  to  help  one  of  these 
students  achieve  what  I  was  able  to  achieve,  and  that's  to  receive  a  good 
undergraduate  degree  from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.'' 

To  donate  to  the  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  and  Ella  G.  Lucas  Education 
and  Psychology  Endowed  Scholarship,  please  call  Ben  Samel  at 
601.266.5481  or  toll  free  at  1.888.GIVEUSM  (1.888.448.3876). 


Southern  Miss  Awarded  Mississippi 

Manufacturers  Association  Chairman's  Award  for  First  Time 


bringing  industry  to  the  state  and  remaining  competitive  in 
our  global  economy. 

"Through  supplements  to  the  current  scholarship 
program,  we  hope  this  gift  will  encourage  Mississippi's  best 
students  to  remain  in  the  state  and  to  continue  to  improve 
Mississippi  industry." 


Mississippi  Manufacturers  Association's  (MMA)  immediate 
past  chairman  and  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Bobby  Dews  of 
Hattiesburg  recently  presented  $10,000  for  scholarships 
in  the  School  of  Construction's  Department  of  Industrial 
Engineering  Technology. 

A   first-time    gift    to    Southern    Miss,    the    annual    MMA 
Chairman's  Award  honors  the  service  of  an  outgoing  chairman 
of  the  board.  The  award  is  presented  in  the  chairman's 
name  to  an  educational  institution  of  his  choice. 

"The  award  is  a  wonderful  way  to  help  develop  new 
talent  for  the  future  of  manufacturing,"  said  Dews, 
whose  term  ended  October  2005.  "My  family  has  been 
involved  with  the  University  for  65  years  or  more,  so  this 
was  an  obvious  choice  to  help  the  University  develop 
their  industrial  technology  program,  which  is  essentially 
manufacturing.  We  want  to  attract  the  best  and  the 
brightest  students  to  Southern  Miss.  I  hope  this  will  help 
in  some  way  toward  that  goal." 

The  mission  of  the  Mississippi  Manufacturers 
Association  is  to  provide  high  quality  goods  and  services 
to  its  members  and  to  identify,  disseminate  and  utilize 
information  necessary  to  promote  a  strong  manufacturing 
environment  within  Mississippi.  For  more  than  20  years, 
the  MMA  has  represented  the  interests  of  Mississippi's 
manufacturers  at  both  the  state  and  national  levels. 

"The  MMA  Chairman's  Award  represents  the  association's 
commitment  to  education  in  Mississippi,"  said  Jay  Moon, 

MMAs  president  and  chief  executive  officer.  "We  recognize     Southern  Miss  aluil!ilIlus  Bobby  Dews_  left_  presents  the  first.time  MMA  chairman's 
that  a  well-educated,  well-trained  workforce  is  the  key  to     Award  to  Dr.  Shelby  Thames. 


WINTER  2006 
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PEOPLE'  DEGREE 

PUSHED  FAVRE 

TO  TOP  OF  AGENCY 

By  Chris  Mapp  '98,  '00,  '05 

On  paper,  Tommye  Dale  Favre  '83,  '86  has  two  graduate  degrees 
from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  one  in  education  and  the 
other  in  public  relations.  But  in  her  heart,  Favre  believes  differently 

"I  like  to  think  I  got  my  degree  in  'people,'"  she  says. 

It's  hard  to  argue,  considering  Favre  went  from  teaching  high 
school  English  20  years  ago  to  being  named  by  Gov.  Haley 
Barbour  as  the  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Employment  Security  (MDES). 

As  head  of  the  MDES,  Favre  oversees  about  800  people,  some  300  m 
her  Jackson  office  and  about  500  people  spread  out  across  the  state. 

Until  2004,  the  agency  had  functioned  as  the  Mississippi  Employment 
Security  Commission  (MESC).  Its  role  was  decidedly  different  before 
then,  focusing  more  on  providing  unemployment  benefits  instead  of 
serving  as  a  place  to  turn  for  employment  or  job  training,  Favre  says. 

Things  changed  when  Barbour  assumed  office.  Changing  the 
name  and  putting  it  under  his  purview,  Barbour  set  up  the  depart- 
ment to  act  as  the  lead  agency  in  implementing  the  Mississippi 
Comprehensive  Workforce  Training  and  Education  Consolidation 
Act  of  2004.  The  legislation  merges  the  Workforce  Development 
Council,  which  oversees  state  workforce  dollars,  with  the  State 
Workforce  Investment  Board,  which  oversees  federal  dollars.  The 
State  Workforce  Investment  Board  will  coordinate  both  state  and 
federal  workforce  dollars. 

"The  reason  Gov.  Barbour  felt  it  was  so  important  to  pull  the 
agency  under  the  governors  office  was  because  he  feels  that  devel- 
oping Mississippi's  workforce  is  so  incredibly  vital  to  the  future  of 
our  state,"  Favre  says. 

MDES  is  responsible  for  three  essential  services.  The  agency 
still  provides  unemployment  benefits  for  people  who  are  between 
jobs.  But  it  also  directs  federal  monies  to  local  workforce  areas  and 
provides  basic  employment  activities  to  anyone  in  the  state. 

"If  someone  comes  into  one  of  our  offices  looking  for  a  job,  we 
will  interview  that  person  and  supply  him  or  her  with  a  list  of 
jobs  and  try  to  match  them.  We  can  help  them  get  training  or  help 
them  go  back  to  school,"  Favre  says. 

Originally  from  Gulfport,  Favre  spends  most  of  her  time  in  the 
Jackson  office  but  uses  one  day  a  week  to  work  on  the  coast  or  to 
visit  the  40-odd  offices  she  oversees.  "I  think  it's  good  to  get  out. 
They  need  to  see  you  in  the  field." 

Warm  and  friendly  in  conversation,  Favre  says  her  managerial 
style  is  similar  to  the  method  she  employed  while  working  for 
nearly  a  decade  in  education. 

"I  try  to  develop  people  so  they  can  stand  on  their  own.  I'm 
trying  to  develop  an  organization  that  is  better  about  knowing  its 
strengths  and  reaching  out  to  the  customer.  We  don't  need  to  be  as 
focused  on  the  paper  so  much  as  we  are  the  people,"  she  says. 

That  "people-first"  attitude  has  helped  transform  the  agency.  In  its 
earlier  format  as  a  commission,  decisions  were  made  at  the  "very  top." 

"My  charge,"  Favre  says,  "is  to  push  accountability  down  and 


Tommye  Dale  Favre  '83,  '86 

force  good  decisions.  That's  the  only  way  an  organization  this 
size  can  function." 

While  Favre  took  an  unlikely  path  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  state's 
largest  and  most  important  agencies,  her  background  prepared  her  to 
handle  most  any  challenge.  After  finishing  her  bachelor's  degree  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi,  Favre  taught  English  at  Gulfport  High  School 
before  eventually  pursuing  a  master's  degree  in  education  at  Southern 
Miss.  Two  years  later,  she  came  back  to  Hattiesburg  for  a  second 
master's  degree,  this  time  in  public  relations. 

"I  was  really  pleased  with  the  degree  program  I'd  selected,"  she 
says.  "It  gave  me  all  the  tools  I  needed  to  set  out  on  a  new  career."  Her 
degree  offered  an  internship  at  William  Carey  College's  public  rela- 
tions department,  and  although  she  juggled  school  and  work  while 
raising  a  young  son,  Favre  still  had  time  to  absorb  the  best  USM  had 
to  offer.  "I  always  felt  like  I  was  part  of  the  campus  at  Southern  Miss. 
I  never  felt  like  an  outcast  when  I  went  back  to  school.  You  had  the 
option  to  be  as  much  a  part  of  campus  as  you  chose  to  be.  I  made 
great  friends  who  I'm  still  in  touch  with,"  Favre  says. 

And  she  still  glows  about  her  professors  and  the  enduring  effect 
they  had  on  her  development. 

"Dr.  (Gene)  Wiggins  was  a  wonderful  mentor  and  friend  during 
that  time,"  Favre  says  of  the  long-time  mass  communication  and 
journalism  professor  at  Southern  Miss.  "He  always  made  time  for  us, 
which  was  wonderful.  Since  we  were  a  small  class,  undergoing  life 
changes,  he  treated  us  not  as  just  students  but  took  the  time  to  coun- 
sel us  and  help  each  of  us  find  our  niche  in  a  very  broad  field." 

Wiggins  recalls  Favre  was  an  outstanding  student. 

"Tommye  Dale  took  her  work  very  seriously  and  went  straight 
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through  our  program,"  Wiggins  said.  "I  think  many  of  our  stu- 
dents enter  public  relations  and  marketing  and  then  rise  quickly 
through  management.  Tommye  Dale  is  a  prime  example  of  that. 
She  came  in  very  motivated  and  intelligent  and  used  that  ambi- 
tion to  boost  herself  up  the  chain  in  different  jobs,  whether  it  was 
with  Mississippi  Power  or  with  the  state  of  Mississippi.  I  think  that 
shows  the  quality  of  students  we  have  and  the  quality  of  character 
and  ability  of  Tommye  Dale." 

After  getting  her  degree  in  public  relations,  Favre  took  a  job  in 
Lafayette,  La.,  as  the  Cajun  Dome's  public  relations  coordinator. 
There  she  oversaw  and  coordinated  staff  for  trade  shows,  concerts 
and  sporting  events.  In  1987,  Favre  returned  to  her  hometown 
of  Gulfport  to  take  a  job  at  Mississippi  Power,  where  she  stayed 
for  16  years.  Working  in  professional  development,  Favre  learned 
the  skills  that  would  ultimately  lead  to  her  position  as  head  of 
the  MDES,  training  employees  and  helping  them  with  career 
development  and  team  building.  Favre  eventually  moved  out  of 
the  human  resource  side  and  into  the  business  side,  serving  as  a 
manager  in  two  power  generation  plants. 

"Tommye  Dale  was  an  extraordinary  employee  who  had  a  gift 
for  finding  new  and  creative  ways  to  do  things,  bringing  people 
together  to  build  teamwork  and  getting  the  most  productivity  out  of 
everyone  working  under  her,"  said  Favre's  boss  at  Mississippi  Power, 
former  Director  of  Human  Resources  Rodger  Meinzinger  '84. 

Looking  back,  Favre  says  it  wasn't  easy  leaving  her  original 
comfort  zone  to  return  to  college  and  pursue  a  different  career. 

Favre  says:  "1  was  nervous  about  leaving  teaching.  Not  only 
was  I  leaving  the  nine  years  I'd  invested  in  teaching,  but  I  was 
leaving  the  comfort  zone  of  Gulfport  and  the  security  of  my 
family's  support. 

"Plus,  I  didn't  know  what  doors  would  be  open  to  me  after 
earning  my  PR  degree.  It  wasn't  like  I  was  21  anymore,  look- 
ing for  my  first  job.  I  was  looking  for  a  better  job  that  would 
allow  me  to  progress  and  support  my  family,  and  that  can  be 
a  scary  situation." 

If  Favre  were  to  give  advice  to  anyone  considering  a  career 
change,  especially  one  that  entailed  going  back  to  school,  she 
says  research  is  the  key. 

"If  you're  going  to  make  a  second  or  third  career  move,  talk 
to  people.  Do  the  research,  and  this  time  do  something  you 
are  going  to  truly  love,  not  just  settle  for.  I  think  sometimes 
people  do  settle  the  first  time  around.  I  did  love  teaching,  but 
I  was  fortunate  to  have  a  second  career  path  I  loved,  not  just 
one  I  was  going  into  for  the  money,"  Favre  says. 

These  days,  Favre  spends  long  hours  doing  what  she  loves, 
which  has  taken  on  extra  importance  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane 
Katrma.  While  her  family  home  in  Gautier  was  spared 
Katrmas  wrath,  several  of  the  agency's  offices  were  destroyed. 
"Our  office  in  Waveland  -  it  looks  like  a  bomb  exploded. 
We're  still  operating  there  in  an  RV,"  she  says. 

Despite  the  widespread  devastation  and  the  resulting  struggle 
that  awaits  for  citizens  and  businesses  along  the  Coast,  Favre 
thinks  the  storm  has  a  silver  lining.  She  says  there  will  be  a  sur- 
plus of  jobs  available  in  the  near  future,  even  if  they're  "different 
kinds  of  jobs." 

"In  the  short  term,  pay  scales  are  going  to  go  up  signifi- 
cantly which  is  good  for  people  trying  to  get  their  lives  back 
together.  And  from  the  agency's  perspective,  Katrina  forced  us 
to  do  very  quickly  what  we'd  planned  on  implementing  over 


a  period  of  time,  like  a  setting  up  a  call  center  and  filing  claims 
over  the  Internet.  Now  that  all  of  those  things  are  done,  we  can't 
go  backwards. 

"Something  I  have  to  remind  myself  of  everyday  is  that  we  have 
lots  of  employees  who've  lost  everything,  who  work  for  us  and 
lost  their  homes.  They  are  here  every  day  helping  people  and  then 
go  home  and  strip  out  Sheetrock.  I  really  have  to  be  sensitive  to 
employees  and  all  those  who  are  struggling,"  Favre  says. 

In  her  spare  time,  Favre  likes  to  fish,  although  she  lost  her  boat 
in  the  hurricane,  and  she  likes  to  cruise  around  on  her  Honda 
Reflex  Scooter. 

She  says  her  job  offers  great  reward  but  none  more  so  than  "see- 
ing that  light  come  on  in  somebody." 

"When  you  see  someone  who's  never  felt  like  they  could  make 
decisions  or  that  never  knew  new  ways  of  doing  things  -  when 
they  come  to  you  and  say,  We  could  try  this.  What  if  we  do  it  this 
way?'  That's  rewarding." 

Despite  the  obvious  hurdles  the  state  faces  at  the  moment, 
Favre  is  optimistic  about  the  future. 

"I  think  we're  about  to  turn  a  corner,  I  really  do,"  she  says.  "If 
anybody  out  there  doesn't  know  what  the  mission  of  this  agency  is. 
it's  to  increasing  employment  in  Mississippi.  It's  pretty  simple." 

And  as  for  the  burning  question  about  her  name  that's  on 
everyone's  mind  the  minute  they  meet  her? 

"Yes,  we're  distant  cousins,"  she  laughs,  referring  to  the  famous 
namesake  who  wears  number  4. 
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Speaking  of  Traditions 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

Traditions  can  be  difficult  to  define  because  they  often  contain 
different  meanings  to  different  people.  Some  see  them  as  an  estab- 
lished set  of  customs,  and  others  consider  them  written  guidelines 
or  tangible  objects.  Occasionally,  individuals  become  legendary  to 
the  point  that  they  can  be  counted  as  traditions.  Regardless  of  how 
one  defines  the  word,  traditions  are  the  adhesive  that  binds  stu- 
dents, faculty  staff,  and  alumni  to  an  institution,  and  they  are  often 
the  magnet  that  attracts  new  students. 

Most  Southern  Miss  fans  are  familiar  with  the  schools  cur- 
rent traditions,  such  as  Homecoming,  tailgating,  Friday  Night  at 
the  Fountain,  and  the  Eagle  Walk,  but  the  fact  is  that  traditions 
abounded  during  each  of  the  schools  incarnations  (Mississippi 
Normal  College,  State  Teachers  College,  Mississippi  Southern 
College,  and  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi).  From  the 
selection  of  its  colors  in  1912  to  the  adoption  of  the  Official  Ring  in 
2003,  traditions  and  school  spirit  have  been  inextricably  woven  into 
the  schools  history.  And  while  it  would  be  impossible  to  mention 
all  of  the  schools  past  and  present  traditions,  a  few  of  them  will  be 
reviewed  in  this  brief  discourse. 

Sterling  Standards 

Joe  Cook,  the  first  president  of  (then)  Mississippi  Normal  College 
may  have  established  the  first  tradition  with  his  general  rule  that 
each  student  "do  the  right  thing."  In  Cook's  view,  if  students 
respected  the  rights  of  their  fellow  students  and  complied  with  the 
wishes  of  the  faculty  and  the  president,  there  would  be  no  need  for 
rigid  rules  and  regulations.  The  dress  code  in  those  days  was  as 
brief  as  the  rules.  Students  were  advised  to  dress  with  simple  and 
inexpensive  taste. 

President  Cook  also  encouraged  students  to  write  a  letter  home  at 
least  once  each  week,  a  tradition  that  continued  well  into  the  1930s. 
In  their  letters,  students  were  admonished  to  "write  only  facts  -  not 
rumors."  The  student  handbook  advised  students  to  seek  verifica- 
tion of  rumors  from  the  presidents  office. 


Under  the  heading  "Deadbeats,"  the  1912-1913  bulletin  states 
that  "Mississippi  Normal  College  will  not  welcome  or  tolerate  stu- 
dents who  would  cheat  on  examinations  or  attempt  to  avoid  pay- 
ment of  board  bill  or  matriculation  fee." 

Taken  together,  these  are  standards  that  any  school  would  be 
proud  to  pass  from  generation  to  generation. 

Scrupulous  Scripts 

Student  publications  are  a  time -honored  tradition  at  most  col- 
leges and  universities,  and  Southern  Miss  is  no  exception.  The  first 
yearbook  (1914)  was  named  Neka  Camon,  a  Native  American  term 
meaning  "New  Spirit."  In  the  1915  yearbook,  Allene  Cathey  of  De 
Soto  County  defined  the  Normal  College  Spirit  as  one  of  democracy 
and  the  absence  of  ironclad  rules  added  to  the  spirit.  Students  were 
united  by  the  common  goal  of  becoming  teachers,  and  the  entire  stu- 
dent body  was  viewed  as  "one  big  social  circle"  with  equal  rights  for 
all.  It  was  hoped  that  students  would  carry  the  "Normal  Spirit"  with 
them  when  they  went  back  into  their  communities  to  teach. 

Traditionally  the  early  yearbooks  were  dedicated  to  a  faculty  mem- 
ber considered  outstanding  by  the  annual  staff.  Each  issue  also  fea- 
tured class  poems  for  the  junior  and  senior  classes,  plus  class  histories 
and  prophecies  for  the  senior  class.  Memorials  to  faculty  members  or 
students  who  had  died  during  the  year  were  also  a  common  feature. 
For  example,  the  1926  Neka  Camon  is  dedicated  to  English  instructor 
Miss  Alma  Hickman,  and  features  a  memorial  to  President  Cooks  son, 
Joe  Cook  Jr.,  who  died  of  complications  following  an  appendectomy 
at  the  age  of  21.  When  the  schools  name  was  changed  to  Mississippi 
Southern  College  in  1940,  the  yearbook  was  renamed  The  Southerner, 
and  so  it  has  remained  for  65  years. 

Most  people  know  that  the  first  school  newspaper  was  called 
The  Normal  College  News  and  that  the  first  issue  was  published  on 
December  21,  1918,  but  they  may  not  know  the  papers  motto  was 
"Get  there  on  time  and  stay  to  the  end."  The  motto,  which  was  also 
President  Cooks  favorite  slogan,  served  until  1927,  when  the  name 
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In  the  1920s  students  celebrated  May  Festival. 
(Neka  Camon,  1922) 


THE  TALON 


These  freshmen  girls  show  reverence  to  upperclassmen  on 
"Freshman  Day"  in  1947.  Pictured  from  left  to  right  are:  Bill 
Katrishen,  Dottie  Bufkin,  Bobbie  Askew,  Sue  Miller  and  Doris 
Holcomb.  (77ie  Student  Printz,  Nov.  14, 1947) 
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of  the  paper  was  changed  to  The  Student  Printz 

A  third  student  publication  that  deserves  notice  is  the  student 
handbook.  The  first  extant  issue  is  for  the  1913-1914  school  term. 
The  little  book  contained  a  wealth  of  information  for  freshmen 
and  transfer  students,  but  it  was  nameless  until  1936  when  it  was 
dubbed  "Freshlite."  In  succeeding  years,  it  was  called  "The  Drawl," 
"Southern  Dawn,"  and  "The  Student  Handbook."  In  2002  the 
Alumni  Association  published  a  new  handbook  reprising  its  earlier 
name  "The  Drawl." 

Rounding  out  publications  of  long  standing  is  the  alumni  magazine. 
The  first  issue  was  published  in  1945  as  USM  Alumni  News.  That  title 
was  retained  until  2000,  when  it  was  changed  to  The  Talon. 

Sporting  Spirit 

Developing  school  spirit  has  been  stressed  at  Southern  Miss  for 
most  of  its  existence.  In  the  early  1930s  students  were  asked  to 
support  athletics,  and  were  encouraged  not  to  "knock  the  coaches 
or  players;  stick  with  them  until  the  last."  It  was  strongly  sug- 
gested that  they  attend  all  pep  meetings  and  learn  the  cheers. 
Over  the  years,  the  institutions  athletic  teams  have  been  known 
as  Normalites,  Tigers,  Teachers,  Yellowjackets,  Southerners,  and 
Golden  Eagles,  and  cheers  have  been  adjusted  accordingly.  Some 
examples  are 

Cheer  for  our  boys,  they're  going  to  win; 
Fight  to  the  finish,  never  give  in. 

You  do  your  best,  boys;  we'll  do  the  rest,  boys. 
Three  cheers  for  MNC! 

P-E-P.  That  spells  pep. 

That's  where  Teachers  get  their  rep 

Hey,  Hey,  Ho  Ho, 

Come  on  Southern,  let's  go! 

S-O-U-T-H-E-R-N 
Southern  Mississippi,  USM! 

Homecoming  is  a  tradition  that  has  stood  the  test  of  time  at 
Southern  Miss.  Prior  to  1925,  Homecoming  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  May  commencement  exercises.  The  first  fall  observance  appears 
to  have  been  in  1925,  and  it  was  such  a  success  that  the  change  was 
made  permanent  and  was  built  around  a  football  game.  Elaborate 


parades  through  downtown  Hattiesburg  became  an  integral  part 
of  the  pregame  celebration,  and  it  was  traditional  for  the  Student 
Government  Association  to  sponsor  a  Homecoming  dance. 

School  spint  was  also  promoted  through  the  indoctrination  of 
freshmen.  Traditionally,  freshmen  at  Southern  Miss  have  borne  the 
brunt  of  upperclassmens  humor.  Having  been  freshmen  at  one  time 
themselves,  upperclassmen  were  uniquely  qualified  to  devise  means 
of  initiating  the  current  crop.  According  to  the  student  handbooks  of 
the  1930s,  freshmen  were  required  to  wear  green  caps  at  all  pep  meet- 
ings and  games,  know  all  the  cheers  by  heart,  and  know  the  Alma 

Mater  well  enough 
to  sing  it  at  pep 
meetings  and  at  the 
opening  and  closing 
of  every  game. 

Freshman  hazing 
was  alive  and  well  at 
Southern  Miss  from 
the  1930s  through 
1968.  All  first-year 
male  students  had 
their  heads  shaved. 
Adding  insult  to 
The  Kappa  Alpha  float  entertains  the  masses  gathered  for  injury  there  was  the 
the  1958  Homecoming  Parade.  ( The  Southerner,  1959)  ever-present    possi- 

bility of  being  hauled  into  the  infamous  "Court  of  Inter-class  Justice" 
for  various  trumped-up  infractions  of  the  rules.  In  one  rather  high 
profile  case,  two  freshmen  were  accused  of  having  intelligence  (an 
inexcusable  offense)  but  were  subsequently  found  innocent  by  the 
court.  When  found  guilty,  defendants  were  sometimes  paddled,  a 
practice  the  court  delicately  referred  to  as  upperclassmen  "reduc- 
ing the  seating  capacity"  of  freshmen  whose  conduct  exceeded  the 
boundaries  of  their  lowly  status. 

In  1951  a  group  called  "The  Yellowjackets"  was  formed.  The 
group  was  composed  of  sophomore  men  who  were  responsible 
for  promoting  college  traditions  of  friendliness,  school  loyally  and 
student  responsibility.  They  assisted  in  orientation  of  freshmen 
and  transfer  students  and  sponsored  Freshman  Da}-,  which  was 
observed  the  Friday  before  Homecoming.  They  were  also  in  charge 
of  head-shaving,  providing  beanies  to  cover  the  baldness,  and  dis- 
tributing the  student  handbook.  During  that  era.  freshmen  were 
required  to  carry  their  handbooks  at  all  times  until  Freshman  Day 
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The  "walking  blueprint"  Richard  Gaines 
worked  as  a  general  utility  man  from  1916 
to  1962.  {The  Southerner,  1949) 


A  Bathing  Beauty  Contest  was  held  each  May  during  the  1940s  and 
1950s.  (.The  Southerner,  1950) 
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in  case  an  upperclassman  asked  questions  about  it.  All  freshmen 
were  required  to  participate  in  Freshman  Day  activities,  and  the 
rules  for  the  event  were  made  by  the  Yellow] ackets.  Later,  a  Spirit 
Committee  was  formed  to  work  with  the  Yellowjackets  and  cheer- 
leaders in  coordinating  bonfires,  pep  rallies  and  other  activities  that 
promoted  school  spirit. 

In  1953  school  spirit  was  enlivened  by  the  adoption  of  an  offi- 
cial mascot,  General  Nat,  who  wore  a  Confederate  uniform  and 
paraded  at  football  games  on  horseback.  In  1972  the  athletic 
teams  became  the  Golden  Eagles,  and  a  student  in  an  eagle  cos- 
tume became  the  mascot.  In  1989  the  mascot  was  given  his  cur- 
rent name,  Seymour. 

The  "M"  Club  is  wor- 
thy of  a  place  among 
traditions.  According 
to  the  1930-1931 
Student  Handbook, 
the  "M"  was  awarded 
for  service  in  all  four 
major  sports  -  foot- 
ball, baseball,  basket- 
ball and  track  -  and 
was  given  on  the 
recommendation  of 
the  coaches  and  the 
Athletic  Council.  Existing  photographs  indicate  that  initiation  into 
the  "M"  Club  could  be  pretty  creative.  Currently,  the  club  func- 
tions to  promote  Southern  Miss  athletics,  and  membership  is  open 
to  all  who  have  lettered  in  any  sport,  including  players,  trainers, 
managers  and  cheerleaders. 

No  tribute  to  school  spirit  would  be  complete  without  mention- 
ing the  Alma  Mater.  The  State  Teachers  College  version  was  written 
by  Jessie  Segrest,  Margaret  Griffin  and  Mary  Stuart  Harmon  in  the 
1930s.  In  the  1940s  it  was  rearranged  by  Clara  Davenport  and 
Yvonne  Hamilton  to  accommodate  the  name  change  to  Mississippi 
Southern  College.  It  has  since  been  altered  to  reflect  the  change  to 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 


Selected  Subjects 


Athletes  gather  for  "M"  Club  initiation. 
(Neka  Camon,  1938) 


A  tradition  that  seems  to  have  died  a  natural  death  was  the  ring- 
ing of  a  campus  bell  to  announce  practically  everything  -  time  to 
get  up;  time  for  study;  time  for  lights  out,  and  so  forth.  By  1928 
the  poor,  overworked  bells  clapper  had  fallen  out,  and  a  stick 
was  used  to  beat  it.  It  was  mercifully  discarded,  and  a  bell  was 
borrowed  to  replace  it.  It  seems  that  the  replacement  bell  rang  in 
a  high  nasal  tone,  and  one  professor  was  heard  to  say,  "At  last,  a 
bell  I  can  hear." 

Chapel  attendance  was  a  tradition  that  endured  for  more  than 
two  decades.  In  the  early  years,  it  was  held  from  10:45  to  11:15 
a.m.  in  the  College  Hall  auditorium.  After  a  brief  devotional  and 
faculty  announcements,  students  were  encouraged  to  express 
opinions  and  share  information  in  whatever  way  they  chose.  This 
format  was  seen  as  "the  manifestation  of  the  College  Spirit."  By 
1936  chapel  had  been  decreased  to  once  each  week,  but  attendance 
remained  mandatory.  Students  were  assigned  numbered  seats  for 
each  quarter,  and  failure  to  attend  became  part  of  the  students' 
record  with  the  Placement  Service. 

One  interesting  group  that  fortunately  fell  by  the  wayside  was 
"The  Blackbirds."  During  the  1920s  this  clandestine  organiza- 
tion surreptitiously  planted  disturbing  notes  in  the  pockets  of 
faculty  members  and  wrote  denigrating  messages  on  sidewalks 
and  chalkboards. 

Several  gathering  places 
became  campus  traditions, 
at  least  for  a  time.  One  of 
the  earliest  was  Pine  Haven 
Lodge,  a  rustic  cabin  that 
stood  where  Pine  Haven 
Apartments  now  stand.  It 
was  used  for  picnics  and 
other  social  events.  Another 
was  a  snack  shop  called  the 
Yellow  Jackets'  Nest  located 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Dining 
Hall  (now  The  Hub).     The 


Students  shooting  pool  at  "Wimpy's,"  a 
snack  shop  which  was  located  west  of  what 
is  now  The  Hub. 
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Freshman  hazing  was  alive  and  well  in  the  1950s.  This 
freshman  is  treated  to  a  haircut  by  an  upperclassman.  (The 
Southerner,  1953) 
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"General  Nat"  was  the  official  mas- 
cot from  1953  to  1972  when  the 
athletic  teams  became  known  as 
the  Golden  Eagles.  Above  is  Robert 
Burns  as  "General  Nat." 
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name  was  later  changed  to  Wimpy's,  after  a  character  in  the 
Popeye  cartoon,  and  the  snack  shop  was  moved  to  the  east  side 
of  the  Dining  Hall.  In  the  1940s  Wimpy's  moved  to  the  basement 
of  Southern  Hall,  where  it  remained  until  the  R.  C.  Cook  Student 
Union  (now  McLemore  Hall)  opened  in  the  mid  1950s.  A  new 
student  hangout  called  Nat's  Nook  emerged  in  the  Union,  named 
for  (then)  school  mascot,  General  Nat. 

Class  gifts  to  the  school  are  a  pleasant  old  tradition,  and  several  of 
them  have  survived  the  rigors  of  time.  Lake  Byron  was  carved  out 
of  a  swampy  area  in  front  of  campus  and  presented  to  the  school  by 
the  class  of  1934.  The  fountain  in  front  of  the  Lucas  Administration 
Building  was  a  gift  from  the  class  of  1970.  A  gift  that  did  not  sur- 
vive was  the  Sunken  Garden.  It  featured  a  series  of  goldfish  ponds, 
arbors,  and  an  imposing  structure  that  resembled  a  veranda  on 
stilts.  It  was  a  joint  gift  from  the  classes  of  1929,  1930,  and  1932, 
but  it  was  razed  in  1954,  to  make  way  for  the  new  Student  Union 
building  (now  McLemore  Hall). 

A  tradition  that  began  in  the  early  1920s,  or  before,  was  the 
annual  May  Festival.  An  elaborate  pageant  was  held  on  campus, 
with  a  queen  and  attendants,  as  well  as  a  Maypole.  The  festival 
seems  to  have  vanished  after  about  1928.  A  Bathing  Beauty  Contest 
was  held  each  May  during  the  1940s  and  1950s  in  which  campus 
beauties  competed  for  trophies  and  possibly  other  awards. 


Snazzy  Snapshots 

Over  time,  several  individuals  have  emerged 
as  legends  worthy  of  mention.  One  of  the  first 
was  the  college  nurse,  Miss  Beedie  Smith, 
known  affectionately  as  "Granny"  Granny 
served  from  about  1923  to  1950  and  became 
a  favorite  of  the  student  body.  In  dedicating 
the  1942  Southerner  to  Granny,  the  writer 
described  her  as  "our  best  friend,  our  wisest 
counselor,  our  most  understanding  teacher, 
and  our  nurse  in  things  spiritual,  mental  and 
physical."  It  is  altogether  fitting  that  when 
the  new  clinic  was  built  in  the  1960s,  it  was 
named  in  her  honor. 


Head  Football  Coach  That)  "Pie"  Vann 
was  inducted  into  the  "M"  Club 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  in  1977. 


College  nurse  Beedie  Smith 
was  affectionately  known 
as  "Granny"  by  students. 
(The  Southerner,  1942) 


Another  person  who  achieved  leg- 
endary status  was  Mr.  Richard  (Rich) 
Gaines,  also  known  as  "The  Walking 
Bluepnnt."  Mr.  Gaines  came  to  USM 
in  1916  and  remained  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1962.  He  was  a  fireman, 
a  plumber,  a  carpenter,  and  a  gen- 
eral utility  man,  who  also  knew  the 
underground  utility  system  by  heart. 
Since  there  was  no  wntten  record 
detailing  the  system,  it  was  necessary 
to  defer  Rich's  retirement  for  a  year, 
while  a  group  of  engineers  created  a 
map  from  the  one  in  his  mind. 

Coach  Thad  "Pie"  Vann  became 
a  legend  in  his  time  and  remains  so 
today.  He  came  to  USM  in  1937  as 
football  line  coach  and  was  named 
head  coach  in  1949,  a  position  he 
held  for  20  years.  His  1958  team 
recorded  the  school's  only  perfect  season  -  undefeated  and  untied. 

Two  bits,  four  bits,  six  bits,  a  dollar,  all  for  the  Eagles,  stand  up 
and  holler!  This  was  the  plea  of  Ray  "Two  Bits"  Crawford,  a  1966 
alumnus  and  the  ultimate  Golden  Eagle  fan.  Crawford  began 
cheering  at  football  games  in  the  1970s,  wearing  a  hat  covered 
with  ticket  stubs  and  eagle  pins.  Using  a  megaphone,  he  went 
from  section  to  section  of  the  stadium  cheering  for  the  team. 


Simple  Summarization 

As  stated  in  the  opening  paragraphs,  time  and  space  do  not 
allow  for  a  thorough  examination  of  Southern  Miss  traditions. 
Many  practices,  organizations,  and  objects  other  than  those  men- 
tioned above  could,  and  should  be,  considered  traditions.  The 
Rock,  the  Little  Rock,  The  Pride,  the  Dixie  Darlings,  Founders 
Day,  the  Alumni  Association,  The  Legacy,  and  Greek  Life  are  just  a 
few  that  come  to  mind.  Simply  put,  USM  fans  have  ample  reason 
to  look  back  with  pride  and  to  face  the  future  with  the  highest 
expectations.   Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 

*Lodkfor  a  profile  of  Miss  Anna  Roberts  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Talon. 
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A  bonfire  brightens  the  night  sky  at  this  pep  rally  in  the  1970s. 
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1988 


Ray  "Two  Bits"  Crawford  '66  is  one  of  the  more 
notable  Golden  Eagle  fans.  (The  Southerner,  1988) 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

6ENE  CARLISLE 

IOOTN     STORE 


By  JIM  COLL  '99 
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he  challenges  of  operating  your  own  company 
are  immense,  even  the  most  ambitious  entrepreneur 
would  report. 

Now  imagine  those  challenges  multiplied  by  100. 

Such  is  the  case  for  Gene  Carlisle,  1964  alumnus  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  the  founder  of  the  Carlisle 
Corporation,  which  recently  opened  its  100th  Wendy's  restau- 
rant before  a  crowd  of  Golden  Eagle  supporters  in  Hattiesburg. 

Formed  in  1982,  the  business  has  grown  and  transitioned 
from  12  Wendy's  restaurants  to  100  throughout  Mississippi, 
Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  North  Carolina,  employing  more  than 
3,000  individuals 
and  topping  $120 
million  in  sales. 

And  that's  just 
the  restaurant  side 
of  the  Carlisle 
Corporation's  opera- 
tion, which  includes 
hotels,  condomini- 
ums and  more. 

"On  one  hand  it 
is  another  store  (the 
100  th  Wendy's), 
but  on  the  other  it 
is  a  milestone,"  said 
Carlisle,  who  grad- 
uated with  a  degree 
in  business  admin- 
istration. "It  is  quite 
an  achievement." 

For  Carlisle,  the 
fact  that  the  cor- 
poration's 100th 
Wendy's  opened  in 


Among  Gene  Carlisle's  contributions  to  the  University  he  has  served  as  chair  of  the  College  of  Business  Advisory 
Council.  In  2002,  he  was  named  the  college's  Distinguished  Alumnus  of  the  Year. 


fans  as  Southern  Miss  has  played  its  home 
games  on  Carlisle-Faulkner  Field  since 
October  2004.  Previously  named  Faulkner 
Field  after  local  businessman  L.E.  Faulkner,  University  officials 
decided  to  add  the  Carlisle  name  after  the  Carlisle  family's  gen- 
erous donation  funded  the  installation  of  the  new  Momentum 
Turf  playing  surface.  At  halftime  of  the  Southern  Miss  /  Houston 
football  contest  that  fall,  the  University  honored  the  Carlisle  fam- 
ily with  a  field  dedication  ceremony.  The  field  gained  its  original 
name  on  Oct.  29,  1932. 
Notably,  as  a  student  Carlisle  roamed  the  same  sidelines  as 

"General  Nat,"  then 
the  mascot  of  the 
institution's  athlet- 
ic teams.  Among 
Carlisle's  duties  as 
the  spirit  leader  was 
to  lead,  by  horse- 
back, cheerlead- 
ers and  the  football 
team  on  the  field 
during  pep  rallies. 
"I  missed  a  meet- 
ing one  day,  and  my 
(Alpha  Tau  Omega) 
fraternity  broth- 
ers decided  that  I 
should  run  (for  the 
office),"  Carlisle  said. 
"I  found  out  that  I 
won  when  I  read  in 
the  paper  that  I  was 
unopposed." 

On    one    unfor- 
tunate 


Hattiesburg  was  special. 

"1  came  to  school  in  1960  and  graduated  in  1964,"  he  said. 
"A  short  time  after  that,  10  years  or  so,  I  began  (in  the  business 
world)  with  an  apartment  complex.  So  I've  had  a  business  con- 
nection as  well  as  a  University  connection  to  Hattiesburg  for  a 
long  time.  1  doubt  there  is  another  city  that  we're  invested  in 
more  than  Hattiesburg. 

"Southern  Miss  is  a  great  preparation  ground,"  he  added.  "It  has 
grown,  but  it  still  has  a  small-town  flavor  and  a  personal  atmo- 
sphere that  you  lose  when  you  go  to  other  large  universities." 

Carlisle's  name  might  also  be  familiar  to  Golden  Eagle  football 


occasion, 

Carlisle's  trusted  steed,  a  loaner  from  a  nearby  farm,  depos- 
ited Carlisle  squarely  on  the  stadium  grass.  "My  (Alpha  Tau 
Omega)  fraternity  brothers  still  remind  me  how  familiar  I  am 
with  the  turf." 

While  the  Carlisle  name  is  already  a  fixture  at  M.M.  Roberts 
Stadium,  his  influence  will  certainly  be  visible  in  the  future  of  "The 
Rock"  as  well.  The  Carlisle  family  has  recently  pledged  $2.5  million 
to  stadium  expansion  plans  as  part  of  a  $10  million  athletic  depart- 
ment fund-raising  campaign.  Originally  a  $22  million  project,  the 
estimated  cost  to  add  luxury  suites  and  seating  in  the  south  end 
zone  has  increased  to  $28-30  million  due  to  rising  construction 


The  sign  outside  of  the  Wendy's  on  Highway 
98  West  in  Hattiesburg  congratulations 
Gene  Carlisle  on  the  opening  of  the  Carlisle 
Corporations  100th  Wendy's. 


costs  following  Hurricane  Katrina. 

"Gene  is  a  wonderful  human  being  who  loves  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  very  much,"  said  Director  of  Athletics  Richard 
Giannini.  "He  truly  has  been  one  of  our  most  generous  donors.  He 
cares  about  the  institution  and  the  athletic  department. 

"The  Carlisle  family's  wonderful  gifts  will  pay  dividends  for 
many  years  to  come,"  he  continued.  "They  are  a  huge  part  of  the 
Southern  Miss  family." 

But  while  Golden  Eagle  football  fans  need  not  look  far  to 
view  Carlisle's  influence  in  the  Hattiesburg  community,  they  also 
might  want  to  make  note  of  a  new  Carlisle  Corporation  project 
in  Memphis,  where  Carlisle,  wife  Karen  and  family  reside,  for 
a  future  trip  to  the  Liberty  Bowl.  One  Beale,  a  27-story  $150 
million  condo  /  luxury  hotel  development,  will  re-invent  the 
Memphis  skyline.  The  tower  will  feature  168  hotel  rooms  and 
159  luxury  condos  with  the  hotel  rooms  occupying  five  floors 
and  the  condos  ranging  in  price  from  $350,000  to  $2  million. 

"We're  going  after  something  completely  different,"  Carlisle 
said.  "It  (Memphis)  is  a  vibrant  place  to  live,  and  a  lot  has  hap- 
pened in  recent  years.  This  is  an  opportunity  to  do  something 
really  special." 

Between  2002  and  2005,  the  average  sale  price  for  condos  in 
the  area  ranged  from  $151,504  to  $225,101,  according  to  Bologna 
Consultants  in  Memphis. 

While  the  project  is 
perhaps  the  most  ambi- 
tious for  the  Carlisle 
Corporation,  its  name  is 
still  most  closely  associat- 
ed with  Wendy's.  In  fact, 
a  unique  gift  is  among 
Carlisle's  contributions 
to  the  University. 

In  2000,  Carlisle 
donated  a  Hattiesburg 
Wendy's  to  Southern 
Miss.  The  property, 
appraised  at  $700,000 
at  the  time,  was  leased 
back  to  the  Carlisle 
Corporation,  which 
continues  its  day-to- 
day operations  by  the 
USM  Foundation.  The 
Foundation  has  no  role 
in  running  the  restaurant 


Seymour,  Southern  Miss  cheerleaders  and  others  from  the  University  welcomed  Carlisle  to  Hattiesburg  upon  the 
ribbon  cutting  for  the  Carlisle  Corporation's  100th  Wendy's. 


Gene  Carlisle  received  the  Wendy's  International's  Founders  Award  in  2004. 

but  receives  a  percentage  of  monthly  sales. 

"We've  been  very  blessed,"  Carlisle  said  at  the  time  of  the  dona- 
tion. "A  lot  of  our  employees  went  to  Southern  Miss,  many  of 
their  parents  went  there  and  some  of  their  kids  go  to  USM  now. 

We  have  had  a  great  rela- 
tionship with  USM,  so 
this  is  just  the  natural 
thing  to  do." 

The  gift  benefits  both 
Southern  Miss  and  the 
corporation,  Carlisle 
said. 

"The  University  will 
be  able  to  benefit  quick- 
ly this  way,  and  there 
will  be  tax  advantages 
for  us.  too,"  he  said. 

The  gift  is  just  one 
piece  ot  evidence  ot 
Carlisle's  commitment 
to  the  University  Since 
graduation,  he  has  been 
a  dedicated  member  of 
the  Southern  Miss  com- 
munity. He  is  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association    and    is    a 


member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  He  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  College  of  Business  Advisory  Council  and  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  USM  Foundation  and  the  Athletic  Foundation. 
In  2002,  he  was  named  the  College  of  Business  Distinguished 
Alumnus  of  the  Year. 

Carlisle's  donation  of  time  has  not  gone  unnoticed, 
Giannini  noted. 

"Genes  business  acumen  and  leadership  has  been  a  tremen- 
dous asset  to  the  University,"  he  said. 

Professionally,  Carlisles  accolades  have  piled  up  as  well. 

In  2004,  Carlisle  won  the  Wendy's  International's 
Founders  Award.  That  year,  Carlisle  also  received  the 
prestigious  Ernst  and  Young  Entrepreneur  of  the  Year 
Award  for  the  Southeast  Region.  In  2002,  Carlisle  was  a 
Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame  inductee,  and  in  2001, 
he  was  named  Operator  of  the  Year,  Southeast  Region  for 
Wendy's. 

Professional  success  has  allowed  Carlisle  to  contribute 
not  only  to  the  University  but  the  entire  region  from 
Memphis  to  Hattiesburg. 

In  November,  the  Carlisle's  held  the  5th  Annual  Children's 
Day  of  Hope  in  Jackson,  which  is  held  to  urge  families  to 
adopt.  The  corporation  donated  money  from  the  day's 
sales  at  their  nearly  five  dozen  restaurants  in  Mississippi 


to  organizations  that  help  children  looking  for  homes.    The  day 
was  initiated  by  the  Carlisles  in  honor  of  Wendy's  founder,  the 
late  Dave  Thomas. 
The  Carlisles  have  three  children:  Courtney,  Chance  and  Chase. 


The  Carlisle  name  became  part  of  Southern  Miss  football  history  in  2004,  when  the  playing 
field  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  was  re-named  Carlisle-Faulkner  Field. 
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The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park 

CHANGING  MISSISSIPPI'S  ECONOMIC 

LANDSCAPE 


By  Christopher  Mapp 

With  more  than  $30  million  in  total  funding,  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park  is 
poised  to  transform  south  Mississippi  into  a  haven  for  high-tech, 
high  paying  jobs. 

From  Meridian  to  New  Orleans,  from  Jackson  to  Gulfport,  and 
from  Mobile,  Ala.  to  Natchez,  the  entire  1-59  corridor  has  become 
a  magnet  for  new  technology  companies.  And  with  the  planned 
Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park,  Southern  Miss  expects 
sustained  economic  growth  by  creating  new  laboratories,  offices, 
and  scale  up  facilities  for  joint  University  and  industry  projects 
that  turn  research  into  marketable  products  for  new  and  expanded 
business  ventures. 

Senator  Thad  Cochran  made  certain  the  budget  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce  included  funding  for  a  new  $20 
million  building  at  the  park  site,  currently  under  development  off 
Highway  49  on  Classic  Drive  in  Hattiesburg.  As  the  first  building 
gets  underway  the  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park 
promises  to  make  a  positive,  sustained,  and  dramatic  impact  on 
the  economic  landscape  of  the  region. 

"The  distinguished  and  internationally  recognized  research 
programs  at  Southern  Miss  provide  the  perfect  foundation  for 
future  economic  growth  with  its  genesis  from  our  enhanced 
technological  sophistication.  This  administration  is  also  committed 
to  outreach  and  expanding  Southern  Miss'  role  in  forging  close 
partnerships  with  federal  agencies  to  fund  developmental  projects, 
and  by  constructing  the  Trent  Lott  National  Center  for  Economic 


Development  and  Entrepreneurship,"  said  Southern  Miss  President 
Shelby  Thames. 

"Southern  Miss  has,  for  some  time,  focused  on  being  a  leader 
in  commercializing  university  derived  research  -  a  key  priority 
in  advancing  the  states  economy  as  identified  by  Momentum 
Mississippi,  business  leaders  and  state  economic  developers. 
Partnering  with  the  private  sector  to  bring  leading-edge,  university- 
based  research  to  the  manufacturing  floor  creates  opportunities 
for  better,  high  paying  jobs  in  Mississippi  as  the  1-59  Corridor 
emerges  as  a  magnet  for  technology  companies.  Senator  Cochran 
and  I  have  discussed  such  matters  many  times  over  the  past 
several  years  and  consequently  the  development  of  this  park  is 
exceedingly  gratifying.  Indeed,  we  are  extremely  grateful  tor  the 
good  work  of  our  entire  congressional  delegation,  but  particularly 
so  for  the  efforts  of  Senator  Thad  Cochran  in  making  this  new 
facility  possible,"  Thames  added. 

The  first  new  buildings  at  the  521 -acre  park  will  also  provide 
space  for  high-tech  companies  relocating  to  south  Mississippi, 
particularly  those  seeking  access  to  University  projects  invoking 
polymers  and  high  performance  materials  and  the  Mississippi 
Polymer  Institute,  a  state-funded  manufacturing  extension  program 
for  the  polymer  industry. 

In  addition  to  the  $20  million  from  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
the  park  has  received  about  SI 0.5  in  other  funding  through  the 
Department  of  Transportation,  Housing  and  Urban  Development, 
and  the  Small  Business  Administration.   The  majority  of  this 


From  Vision  to   Reality 


Spring  2003 

The  proposed  Innovation  and  Commercialization 
Park  is  launched  jointly  by  Southern  Miss  and  the 
Area  Development  Partnership  funded  in  part  by  a 
$2  million  grant  secured  by  Sen.  Thad  Cochran. 


#9f  Hybrid  Plastics™  JulV  1  ■  2003 

\^i^    Superior  Technology  for  Superior  Products        H*br',d     Plastics    announces     its 
-*~^-"\  •  relocation     from     California     to 

Hattiesburg.  Although  the  high-tech  company  locates 
outside  the   proposed   park,  the   move   signifies  the 
attractiveness  of  the  University  and  Hattiesburg  area 
to  similar  companies. 
O 
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"This  administration  has  delivered  on  the 
University's  commitment  to  its  mission  of 
economic  development  hy  bringing  this  $30 
million  project  to  the  Hattieshurg  community 
Moreover,  while  planning  and  development 
of  this  park  has  been  underway  our  research 
funding  grew  to  $75  million  through  the 
efforts  of  our  distinguished  faculty." 

-  Dr.  Cecil  Burge, 
Vice  President  of  Research  and  Economic  Development 

funding  is  required  to  design  and  build  the  infrastructure  needed  to 
access  the  first  building  site.  The  initial  phase  of  road  construction  and 
design  engineering  along  Classic  Dr.  is  already  underway. 

While  these  construction  activities  will  provide  a  direct  economic 
impact,  the  real  value  of  this  development  over  the  long  term  lies  in 
the  attraction  and  growth  of  high-wage  jobs  for  this  area,  said  Dr. 
Cecil  Burge,  vice  president  of  research  and  economic  development  at 
Southern  Miss. 

"This  administration  has  delivered  on  the  University's  commitment  to  its 
mission  of  economic  development  by  bringing  this  $30  million  project  to 
the  Hattiesburg  community,"  Burge  said.  "Moreover,  while  planning  and 
development  of  this  park  has  been  underway  our  research  funding  grew  to 
$75  million  through  the  efforts  of  our  distinguished  faculty." 

A  key  component  of  the  first  building  will  be  specialized  features  for 
"high  throughput  formulation  and  formulation  science,"  a  combination  of 
computer  simulation  and  robotics-driven  processing  that  can  drastically 
reduce  the  time  needed  to  develop  new  high  performance  materials. 

Burge  said  Southern  Miss  currently  has  a  "critical  mass  of  researchers" 
involved  in  the  production  of  novel  high  performance  materials.  "Our 
faculty  researchers  have  had  significant  research  and  development 
experience  in  industry,"  he  said. 


About  the  Innovation  and 
Commercialization  Park 

The  521-acre  Innovation  and  Commercialization 
Park  will  facilitate  the  creation  of  new  jobs  and 
the  economic  growth  in  research  and  develop- 
ment and  high  technology  sectors  of  the  economy. 
Development  of  the  park  will  build  on  the  strengths 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  School 
of  Polymers  and  High  Performance  Materials  and 
the  Mississippi  Polymer  Institute.  Ranked  as  one  of 
the  top  graduate  programs  in  the  United  States,  the 
school  is  one  of  the  worlds  leading  institutions  for 
the  study  of  material  sciences. 

About  the  1-59 
Technology  Corridor 

According  to  the  Area  Development  Partnership 
(ADP),  the  1-59  MS  Technology  Comdor  is  an  express- 
way into  the  future.  With  a  lane  of  opportunity  stretch- 
ing from  Meridian  to  the  coast,  numerous  technological 
and  industrial  parks  have  teamed  with  higher  learning 
centers  to  prepare  a  generation  of  highly  skilled  and 
experienced  personnel  with  a  strong  work  ethic.  State, 
as  well  as  community  support,  has  produced  a  total 
technological  workforce  of  more  than  1 1 .000,  a  growth 
of  more  than  2,300  jobs  in  the  past  five  years,  accord- 
ing to  the  ADP  The  highly-developed  transportation 
system  consists  of  east  -  west  and  north  -  south  rail 
access,  airports  and  shipping  ports,  which  allows  for 
easy  transport  of  goods  and  services.  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's  Hattiesburg  campus  is  located  at 
the  heart  of  the  corridor. 


January  2004 


A  University-commissioned  master  plan 
study  recommends  the  repurposing  of  Van 
Hook  Golf  Course  to  house  an  Innovation  and 
Commercialization  Park. 


March  31,  2004 

Planning  stages  for  the  Innovation  and 
Commercialization  Park  continue  as  Van 
Hook  Golf  Course  closes. 
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Current  research  is  focused'  in  a  number  of  areas  of 
national  need,  including  marine  composites,  coatings  and 
responsive  or  "smart"  films.  Many  manufacturing  firms  will 
be  switching  from  metals  to  composites  that  are  lighter  and 
stronger.  For  industries  to  make  these  transitions,  it  will 
require  researchers  to  significantly  advance  new  materials  and 
production  techniques.  Burge  said  the  University  currently 
has  a  number  of  projects  underway  using  both  industrial  and 
federal  funding  in  this  area. 

"Many  companies  developing  and  selling  new  high  performance 
materials  typically  locate  near  university  research  programs, 
which  enables  access  to  students,  faculty  and  specialized 
laboratory  facilities.  The  Area  Development  Partnership  has 
been  recruiting  companies  in  this  field,"  Burge  said. 

Helping  to  coordinate  the  project  and  recruit  businesses  to 
the  new  park  is  the  Area  Development  Partnership  (ADP),  a 
multi-county  economic  development  authority  in  Hattiesburg. 
The  ADP  funded  a  master  plan  for  the  park  and  helped 
assemble  a  broad-based  steering  committee  of  community 
business  leaders  to  provide  leadership  for  the  project. 

"This  park  provides  our  entire  region  with  an  unparalleled 
asset  which  will  serve  as  a  magnet  for  intellectual  capital 
growth  and  economic  development  for  many  years  to  come," 
ADP  President  Angie  Godwin  said. 

The  combination  of  research  projects  and  nationally 
recognized  academic  programs  for  polymer  science  at  Southern 
Miss  is  already  attracting  industry  attention.  More  than 
three  dozen  firms  in  this  field  have  engaged  in  research  or 
discussions  with  the  University  in  the  last  year  alone. 

Hybrid  Plastics,  a  leading  nano-materials  company,  relocated 
from  southern  California  to  Hattiesburg  in  2002  to  have  greater 
access  to  Southern  Miss'  research  base.  Hybrid  Plastics  now  has  a 
fully  operational  research  and  production  facility  in  Hattiesburg. 

Burge  said  with  the  new  construction  and  infrastructure  at 
the  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park,  more  companies 
will  have  improved  access  to  transitional  space  for  proper 
research  and  development  and  ample  space  to  construct  new 
buildings  of  their  own. 


November  2005 

Sen.  Thad  Cochran  notifies  the  University 
that  it  would  receive  a  $20  million  appro- 
priation from  the 
federal     govern- 
ment   for    con- 
struction of  anew 
building    at    the 
park.    University 
President        Dr. 
Shelby     Thames 
announces      the 
first   new   build- 
ings will  provide  space  for  high-tech  compa- 
nies relocating  to  South  Mississippi. 


2006 

Funded  by  more  than  $1  million 
from  the  City  of  Hattiesburg, 
road  improvements  begin  along 
Classic  Drive. 


The  Importance  of  the  Park 

The  $30  million  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park 
will  allow  for  the  creation  of  laboratories  for  joint  university 
and  industry  projects,  taking  research  to  the  marketplace. 

Here  is  what  Sen.  Thad  Cochran,  University  officials 
and  economic  development  leaders  are  saying  about 
the  park's  creation. 


Sen.  Thad  Cochran 


On  the  Importance  of  the  Park 

"The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  is  a  national  leader 
in  the  field  of  high  performance 
materials.  The  Innovation  and 
Commercialization  Park  will  lead 
to  further  growth  of  both  University 
and  private  research." 


Dr.  Shelby  Thames, 
University  President 

On  Research  at  the  University 

'The  distinguished  and  internation- 
ally recognized  research  programs 
at  Southern  Miss  provide  the  perfect 
base  for  future  growth  as  the  local  and 
regional  economies  continue  to  develop 
technologically." 


Dr.  Angie  Godwin,  Area 
Development  Partnership 
President 

On  Economic  Development 

"The  park  provides  our  entire 
region  with  an  unparalleled  asset 
which  will  serve  as  a  magnet 
for  intellectual  capital  growth  and 
economic  development  for  many 
years  to  come." 


Dr.  Cecil  Burge,  University  Vice 
President  of  Research  and 
Economic  Development 

On  the  Collaboration  of  Research 
and  the  Marketplace 

"Many  companies  developing  and 
selling  new  high  performance  mate- 
rials typically  locate  near  university 
research  programs,  which  enables 
access  to  students,  faculty  and  spe- 
cialized laboratory  facilities." 


CampTus  Book  Mart 


Vdur  #f  Source  for 
Southern  Miss  Apparel, 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
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the  Main  Entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 

Call  1-888-712-5083 


Shop 
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TAKES  THE   STAGE   BY  STORM 


Michael  Marks 


Michael  Marks  has 
dedicated  his  life  to  two 
of  the  worlds  greatest 
passions,  education  and 
the  arts. 

Marks  77,  79,  a  dra- 
matic arts  and  debate 
teacher  at  Hattiesburg 
High  School,  has  been 
an  educator  for  more 
than  24  years,  many  of 
them  in  Hattiesburg. 

The  son  of  two  public 
school  teachers,  Marks 
boasts  a  long  and  rich 
history  of  contribu- 
tion to  education  and 
the  arts.  In  July  2004, 
he  was  re-elected  to 
his  second  three-year 
term  on  the  National 
Education  Association 
Executive  Committee,  the  nine-member  governing  body  that  over- 
sees the  2.7-million-member  Association. 

He  previously  served  as  president  of  the  Mississippi  Association 
of  Educators,  where  he  successfully  advocated  for  the  largest  salary 
increase  for  teachers  in  state  history  as  well  as  passage  of  the  first 
"Fair  Dismissal  Act"  for  educators. 

While  his  resume  boasts  a  number  of  outstanding  feats,  Marks' 
most  recent  endeavor  has  landed  him  high  praise  as  well.  After 
Hurricane  Katrina  ravaged  the  Gulf  Coast  and  forced  200  dis- 
placed students  into  the  Hattiesburg  School  District,  Marks,  the 
chair  of  the  theatre  departments  at  HHS,  announced  that  he  was 
developing  a  docudrama  about  the  effects  of  the  storm.  Performing 
arts  students  at  HHS  interviewed  evacuees  and  others  whose  lives 
were  impacted  by  the  hurricane.  The  research  was  compiled  and 
became  the  basis  for  The  Katrina  Project:  Hell  and  High  Water. 

The  production  has  garnered  awards  not  only  for  Marks  but 
for  the  students  as  well.  The  Katrina  Project  had  its  premiere  in 
December  at  Southern  Miss  as  part  of  the  Southeast  Regional 
Drama  Festival,  taking  Best  Overall  Show  at  the  annual  event.  Six 
cast  members  were  named  to  the  regional  All-Star  Cast.  On  Jan.  5, 
2006,  the  show  made  its  Hattiesburg  High  School  debut. 

In  January  2006,  the  production  moved  on  to  state  competition. 
The  Katrina  Project  won  the  Dominic  J.  Cunetto  Award  for  Best 
Production  in  the  high  school  division  at  the  Mississippi  Theater 
Association  High  School  Festival  in  Starkville.  The  competition 
was  held  among  nine  qualifying  high  schools  within  the  state. 
Picayune  High  School  was  named  the  runner-up. 
In    addition    to    the    top    prize,    the    play   took   home    Best 


Actress  Cathy  Yu,  whose  father  Dr.  Zhang  Yu  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Miss  faculty,  displays  the  pain  of 
being  left  out  of  evacuation  plans. 


Technical  Crew,  direc- 
tors Mackenzie 
Westmoreland  and 
Michael  Marks  were 
named  best  directors, 
and  two  actors  -  students 
Zachary  Greenwood  and 
Rashard  Smith  -  were 
named  to  the  festivals 
All-Star  Cast. 

Marks  is  a  former 
Mississippi  Teacher  of 
the  Year  (1988)  who  has 
received  national  hon- 
ors, including  Disney's 
Outstanding  Teacher 
of  the  Performing  Arts 
Award  in  1995  and  the 
Milken  National  Educator 
Award  in  1994. 

In  addition,  Marks' 
career  highlights  include 
a  choir  performance 
at  the  White  House 
in  1987;  serving  as  the 
U.S.  representative  to  the 
International  Theatre  Festival  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1996;  and 
leading  the  Hattiesburg  High  School  debate  team  to  13  consecutive  state 
titles.  He  is  especially  proud  of  being  the  national  finance  chair  for  the 
National  Board  for  Professional  Teaching  Standards,  the  organization 
charged  with  establishing  what  accomplished  teachers  should  know  and 
be  able  to  do  that  oversees  the  rigorous  process  through  which  teachers 
become  board  certified. 
A  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Marks 
has  given  back  to  the 
University  as  well.  He 
is  an  Eagle  Club  mem- 
ber and  the  Golden 
Eagle  Advocacy 
Network.  Marks  has 
also  served  on  the 
Alumni  Association's 
Board  of  Directors. 
Hattiesburg  High 
School  will  compete 
at  the  national  com- 
petition in  Orlando, 
Fla.,  in  March  2006. 


Hallie  Paul,  left,  the  daughter  of  Southern  Miss  Vice 
President  of  Student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  and  Corshelia 
Walker  portray  Louisiana  Governor  Katherine  Blanco  and 
a  Red  Cross  official. 
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Among  Dean  Bertram's  projects  is  the  Forensic  Science  Seminar  at  Sea 
Program,  which  provides  an  innovative  way  of  helping  forensic  science  and 
criminal  justice  students  learn  their  craft 


By  Ethan  Bratton 

For  nearly  20  years, 
The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 
has  been  a  major  part 
of  Dean  Bertrams 
life.  Today  he  is 
using  a  life's  worth 
of  experiences  at  the 
University  to  ensure 
that  a  number  of 
forensic  science  stu- 
dents gain  the  expe- 
rience of  a  lifetime. 

Bertram  '92,  '94 
has  been  a  University 
fixture  since  1988. 
Currently  he  serves 
as  a  faculty  member 
in  the  Administration 
of  Justice  department, 
but  you  might  also  find  him  involved  with  the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center  for  Gifted 
Studies,  Mississippi  Police  Corps  or  the  College  of  Science  and  Technology  summer 
camp.  As  a  faculty  member,  Bertram  teaches  a  number  of  forensic  science  courses. 

Among  Bertram's  projects  is  the  Forensic  Science  Seminar  at  Sea  Program,  which 
is  in  its  third  year.  The  program  is  an  innovative  way  of  helping  forensic  science  and 
criminal  justice  students  learn  their  craft  and  gain  credit  while  sailing  on  the  ocean. 
Bertram  coordinates  with  some  of  the  leading  forensic  scientists  in  the  country  to 
lead  lectures  on  their  specialties.  Students  attend  daily  lectures  aboard  the  Carnival 
Conquest  cruise  ship  while  it  takes  them  on  a  Western  Caribbean  cruise  with  stops 
in  Cozumel,  Montego  Bay  and  Grand  Cayman. 

This  year,  the  cruise  runs  from  Aug.  6  to  Aug.  13.  Students  will  hear  from  lectur- 
ers on  a  number  of  topics  relevant  to  forensic  science  and  law  enforcement  officials. 
Some  of  the  topics  include  "Footwear  and  Tire  Impressions  from  Crime  Scene  to 
Courtroom,"  "Forensic  Nursing,"  "Courtroom  Testimony,"  and  "High  Profile  Forensic 
Cases."  Citing  Hurricane  Katrina  as  an  example,  Harrison  County  Coroner  Gary 
Hargrove  will  teach  a  seminar  titled  "Mass  Disaster  Recovery." 

For  about  $2,000,  students  receive  three  credit  hours,  and  the  fee  covers  lectures, 
seminars,  seminar  materials,  port  charges  and  taxes,  gratuities,  staterooms,  all  meals 
onboard  and  complimentary  entertainment.  Guests  can  join  students  on  the  cruise 
for  the  normal  cost  of  a  cruise  ticket. 

The  seven-day  cruise  has  changed  a  lot  in  the  past  two  years.  In  previous  years, 
the  cruise  was  offered  for  five  days  during  spring  break  and  now  is  scheduled  for  late 
summer.  Also  due  to  the  damage  in  New  Orleans,  the  cruise  will  now  leave  from 
Galveston,  Texas.  Participation  has  grown  too.  During  the  first  year,  90  people  partic- 
ipated. Thirty  more  enrolled  the  second  year,  and  this  year  nearly  200  are  expected. 

He  developed  both  the  National  Criminal  Justice  Field  Study  and  the  Canadian 
Studies  program  for  the  University  For  the  past  12  years  with  the  NCJFS  program, 
Southern  Miss  students  have  the  opportunity  to  spend  10  days  in  Washington,  D.C., 
interacting  and  viewing  the  day-to-day  operations  of  federal  law  enforcement  agen- 
cies and  meeting  with  University  alumni  who  work  in  those  agencies.  The  Canadian 
Studies  program  takes  students  to  Montreal,  Quebec  City  and  Ottawa,  where  they 
have  the  opportunity  to  compare  and  contrast  the  criminal  justice  system  between 
their  county  and  another. 

Bertam  and  his  wife,  Jennifer  '98,  live  in  Lumberton  with  their  children, 
Stella  and  Lilly. 


The  Crime  Fighter 

The  "Roll  with  Gold"  campaign  has  proven  to  be  the 
most  far-reaching  of  Dean  Bertram's  programs  because  it 
takes  students  out  of  the  University  and  into  the  commu- 
nity to  help  save  lives. 

The  program  is  a  tool  for  parents,  which  enables 
them  to  document  the  forensic  identities  of  their  chil- 
dren in  the  event  of  a  kidnapping,  natural  disaster  or 
other  dire  situation. 

Students  from  the  University  and  other  trained  profes- 
sionals fingerprint  children  and  provide  their  parents 
with  a  kit  to  map  the  child's  identity.  The  kit,  created  by 
Bertram  and  Southern  Miss  student  Virginia  Catt,  includes 
sections  for  dental  record  information,  a  swab  for  DNA 
purposes,  a  current  photo,  descriptions  of  identifiable 
physical  marks,  such  as  mole  and  scars,  and  other  helpful 
characterization  for  identification  purposes.  Telephone 
numbers  to  the  National  Center  for  Missing  &  Exploited 
Children  and  other  agencies  are  located  on  the  back  of  the 
form  for  easy  accessibility  in  case  of  an  emergency. 

The  kit  is  unique  because  it  is  so  comprehensive.  "I 
really  don't  know  where  else  you  can  get  (one  this  com- 
prehensive)," said  Donald  Keith,  assistant  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Police  Corps,  which  purchased  500  kits  for 
upcoming  community  service  events.  "Dean's  kit  makes 
it  easy  to  do  and  assembles  all  vital  information  in  one 
place  for  future  use.  I  think  Dean's  kit  is  very  progressive. 
He  teaches  fingerprinting  and  crime  scene  investigation  to 
our  students  in  our  training  program,  so  it  was  a  natural 
progression  for  us  to  get  these  kits  from  him.  I  think  the 
whole  thing's  great." 

Bertram  and  students  set  up  tents  during  football  season 
to  offer  the  service  for  $  1 .  They  are  normally  located  in  the 
Kids  Zone  at  "The  Rock"  and  the  College  of  Science  and 
Technology  tailgating  tents. 

In  the  three  years  of  its  existence,  the  "Roll  with  Gold" 
campaign  has  fingerprinted  or  provided  kits  for  10,000 
children  in  Hattiesburg  and  along  the  Gulf  Coast. 

"We  are  overwhelmed  with  the  response  to  the  pro- 
gram," Bertram  said.  "We're  happy  that  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  help  gather  this  information." 

For  more  information  on  the  "Roll  with  Gold"  cam- 
paign, contact  the  Forensic  Science  Department  at 
601.266.5124. 
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CONSOLIDATION  A  GOOD  OPTION 
FOR  MOST  BORROWERS 


If  you  have  student  loans,  chances  are  your  mail- 
box is  getting  stuffed  with  offers  from  national  mar- 
keters urging  you  to  consolidate  your  loans.  With 
student  loan  interest  rates  expected  to  rise  in  July 
consolidation  is  a  good  option  for  most  borrowers. 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  chosen 
Education  Services  Foundation  (ESF),  a  Mississippi 
nonprofit  corporation,  as  the  student  loan  consolidation 
lender  of  choice  because  Southern  Miss  alumni  deserve 
the  lowest  possible  interest  rate  to  repay  their  student 
loans,  plus  extra  money-saving  repayment  benefits. 

"Our  relationship  with  ESF  started  more  than  two 
years  ago.  During  that  time,  we  have  received  noth- 
ing but  positive  feedback  about  ESF's  professional- 
ism," said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  "We  appreciated  the  opportunity  to  part- 
ner with  a  Mississippi-based  institution,  but  we  are 
even  more  appreciative  of  the  high  quality  of  service 
our  alumni  receive  as  they  proceed  with  consolidating 
their  student  loans." 

"Congress  is  currently  considering  legislation, 
which  could  change  the  current  fixed  rate  system 
to  a  variable  rate  meaning  the  annual  interest  rate 
would  change  each  year  based  on  the  economy  for 
those  who  do  not  consolidate  before  the  legislation 
becomes  law,"  said  Ken  Smith,  ESF  executive  direc- 
tor. "In  addition,  interest  rates  are  expected  to  rise 
in  2006.  Why  worry  about  the  future  when  you  can 
lock  in  a  fixed  rate  as  low  as  4.75  percent?" 

The  advantages  of  consolidating  immediately  include 

•  Locking  into  a  low  fixed  interest  rate  for  the  life 
of  the  loan. 

•  Lowering  current  student  loan  monthly  payments 
as  much  as  50  percent  by  extending  terms  to  as 
much  as  30  years. 

•  Leaving  repayment  terms  the  same  and  paying  off 
the  loan  earlier,  which  drastically  reduces  the  interest  alumni  pay 

•  No  closing  fees. 

•  No  credit  checks  or  income  verification. 

•  Deferment  and  forbearance  still  available  to  qualified  borrowers. 
"In  addition,  eligible  borrowers  who  choose  the  'ESF  EZChoice 

Consolidation  Loan'  may  qualify  for  industry-leading  borrower 
benefits  of  an  interest  rate  reduction  of  up  to  1.5  percent.  This 
means  some  borrowers  may  be  able  to  lock  in  a  rate  as  low  as  3.25 
percent  after  36  months  of  on-time  payments,"  Smith  said. 

ESF  borrower  benefits  are  available  for  consolidation  loans  that  have 
an  initial  minimum  balance  of  $10,000  or  more.  The  lender  for  this 
program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

"ESF  will  be  happy  to  figure  repayment  options  for  you  to  help 
you  make  your  decision,"  Smith  added. 

"For  several  years,  ESF  has  been  a  preferred  lender  for  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  for  ZERO  FEE  Stafford  Loans  for 
students  and  low-cost  PLUS  loans  for  parents,  and  we  are  pleased  to 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  chosen  Education  Services  Foundation  as  the  student 
loan  consolidation  lender  of  choice. 

provide  alumni,  as  well  as  current  students,  with  great  money-sav- 
ing borrower  benefits  for  their  student  loans,"  Smith  said. 

In  addition  to  loans,  ESF  offers  free  college  planning  services 
and  $70,000  in  scholarships. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  can  contact  ESFs  consolidation  staff  of 
professionals  to  discuss  the  advantages  of  converting  from  a  vari- 
able interest  rate  to  locking  in  a  record  low  interest  rate  for  the  life 
of  their  loan  before  the  rates  go  back  up,  while  choosing  a  repay- 
ment plan  that  best  fits  their  needs. 

"Student  loans  can  be  very  confusing,  especially  when  you 
deal  with  more  than  one  school.  It  seems  every  school  has  a  dif- 
ferent way  of  doing  things.  ESF  is  the  indispensable  tour  guide, 
who  knows  where  potential  pitfalls  are,  and  can  keep  you  from 
taking  a  wrong  step,"  said  Steve  Tadlock,  parent  of  a  Southern 
Miss  student. 

To  receive  a  customized  consolidation  packet,  alumni  can  either 
contact  ESF  toll-free  at  1.866.542.8033,  send  an  e-mail  to  consoli- 
date@esfweb.com  or  visit  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 
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Consolidation  Benefits  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

If  you  have  more  than  $10,000  in  student  loan  debt,  you  may  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  ESFs  money-saving 
borrower  benefits  for  consolidating  your  student  loans. 

•  ESF  offers  the  highest  savings  benefits  to  alumni  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  who  have  an 
outstanding  combined  student  loan  debt  of  $10,000  or  more. 

•  ESF  offers  these  student  loan  holders  the  possibility  of  a  1.5  percent  reduction  in  interest  rate  as  compared 
to  1.25  percent  offered  by  other  lenders. 

•  ESF  will  grant  Southern  Miss  alumni  0.25  percent  interest  reduction  upon  receipt  and  processing  of  your 
authorization  of  electronic  payment  from  your  bank  account  for  the  repayment  of  your  loan. 

•  ESF  will  reduce  interest  rates  by  an  additional  1.25  percent  if  the  initial  36  months  of  payments  are  made  on-time. 
The  chart  below  is  an  example  of  what  Southern  Miss  alumni  could  save  by  choosing  to  consolidate  with  ESF 


Consolidated  Loan  Amount 

Savings  over  life  of  the 
loan  by  choosing  another 

loan  by  staying  with  ESF     staying  with  ESF 

$10,000 

$717 

$832 

$115 

$20,000 

$6,507 

$7,499 

$992 

$30,000 

$22,710 

$25,667 

$2,957 

Payment  amounts  calculated  under  ESFs  Federal  Consolidation  Program  Four- Year  Graduated  Repayment  Plan  option, 
using  an  interest  rate  of  6.25  percent,  with  loans  serviced  by  SunTech.  Benefits  apply  to  loans  totaling  $10,000  or  more, 
consolidated  on  or  after  September  1,  2001. 
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Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  Awards 
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Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  recognizes  those 
whose  contributions  of  time  and  financial  means  have  helped  move  Southern  Miss 
forward.  The  nominee  must  have  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  15  years  previously. 

Nominations  are  being  accepted  through  May  19,  2006.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu, 
or  use  the  form  on  www.SouthemMissAlumni.com. 


International  Board  of  Directors 

Composed  of  31  alumni,  the  board  is  the  governing  body  for  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

Outstanding  Service  Award 

Given  to  seven  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University. 

Continuous  Service  Award 

Given  to  five  alumni  for  their  long-term  efforts  and 
dedication  to  Southern  Miss. 

Special  Service  Award 

Given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who  have  made  a  significant, 
unique  contribution  to  the  University,  community  or  their  profession. 

Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  /  Alumna  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  36  years  of  age  or  younger  who  has  made  contributions 
of  time  and  effort  to  the  University,  community  and  their  profession. 

Meritorious  Service  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  annually  who  has  continued  to  give  of  their  time  and 
talents  throughout  the  years  to  recognize  outstanding  alumni  support,  profes- 
sional achievement,  loyalty,  and  service  to  the  University 

Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award 

Given  to  one  individual  annually  who  is  not  an  alum,  but  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern  Miss  throughout  the  years 


wint: 
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Alumni  Eagl 

By  David  Driver 


Bernard  Haslett  rode  16  hours  on  a  tram  earlier  this  season 
for  an  away  basketball  game. 
And  that  was  one  way. 

Such  is  life  as  a  professional  basketball  player  in  the  eastern- 
European  country  of  Romania.  Normally  Haslett's  team  rides  a 
bus  to  Romanian  league  games,  and  he  had  never  taken  a  train  to 
a  game  before. 

Haslett  '94  has  played  for  pay  all  over  the  world  since  his  last 
college  season. 

The  shooting  guard  has  been  with  teams  in  Belgium,  Germany 
Puerto  Rico,  Israel,  Puerto  Rico  and  Argentina,  and  has  been  a 
visiting  player  for  games  in  Turkey  Bosnia  and  Cyprus. 
He  has  seen  Jesus'  hometown,  the  remains  of  a  concentration 

camp,  the  site  where 
the  Berlin  Wall  once 
stood  and  the  huge 
palace  in  capital 
Bucharest  of  former 
Romanian  President 
Nicolae  Ceausescu, 
who  was  executed 
on  Christmas  Eve 
in  1989  during  a 
revolution. 

What  was  the 
favorite  country 
for  Haslett? 

"Israel  was  nice 
because  it  is  like 
the  States,  really," 
he  said,  noting 
that  English  is 
spoken  by  many 
people  there. 
"Puerto  Rico  was 
nice." 


But  he  has  spent 
at  least  part  of  the 
past  four  seasons 
with  West  Petrom 
in  Arad,  Romania, 
a  city  of  about 
175,000  people  in 
western  Romania 
near  the  Hungarian 
border. 

"It  was  different 
in  the  beginning, 
but  now  it  is  OK," 
said  Haslett,  who 
first  signed  with 
West    Petrom    in 
December   2002. 
"They  are  a  little 
behind      (coun- 
tries   in    central 
and        western 
Europe),  but  it  is 
getting  better." 

Haslett,  who 
has  had  four  different  coaches  in 
Romania,  was  one  of  just  a  handful  of  American  imports  in  the 
top  Romanian  league  as  of  December.  By  comparison,  there  are 
about  20  Americans  among  14  teams  in  Hungary  and  about  35  in 
Austria,  which  borders  Hungary. 

"This  part  of  Europe  is  different.  They  don't  see  a  lot  of  black 
people"  in  Romania,  said  Haslett,  an  African-American,  who 
added  that  was  not  the  case  in  Germany  and  Belgium. 

Haslett  is  one  of  several  former  Southern  Miss  basketball  players 
who  have  kept  their  career  alive  overseas. 

Other  former  Golden  Eagles  overseas  as  of  December  include 
Charles  Gaines  '04  (France),  David  Haywood  '04  (Iceland),  Deora 
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Marsh       (Ireland), 
Kelly  McCarty 

(Russia),  Mario 
Myles  '03  (Iceland) 
and  Glen  Whisby 
(Turkey). 

Gaines        aver- 
aged   15.1    points 
per   game    in    his 
first  seven  outings 
this     season     for 
his  team  in  Lyon, 
France.     Gaines, 
24, averaged  15.7 
points   and    10.1 
rebounds   in   his 
last  season  with 
Southern    Miss, 
in  2003-04. 

He  began  the 

2004-05  season 

with    Michigan 

in  the  CBA,  and 

averaged      18.3 

points  and  11.4  rebounds  per  game.  He  then  went  to 

Italy  and  played  for  Reggio  Calabria,  and  averaged  14.4  points  and 

8.8  rebounds  in  nine  games. 

The  top  leagues  in  France  and  Italy,  along  with  Spain,  are  con- 
sidered the  best  in  Europe,  according  to  American  players. 

Haywood,  24,  averaged  23.8  points  in  his  first  six  contests  this 
season  for  his  team,  U.M.F  Tindastoll,  in  Iceland.  The  6-foot-4- 
inch  forward  averaged  6.3  points  and  3.6  assists  in  28  games  last 
season  for  Southern  Miss. 

Marsh  has  been  playing  overseas  since  1996.  He  averaged  6.2  points 
per  game  in  2004-05  for  Ballina,  a  team  in  Ireland,  and  he  was  back 
with  the  same  team  this  season.  He  was  averaging  about  four  points 
per  game  in  December. 

McCarty  played  in  two  games  for  Denver  in  the  NBA  in  1998-99, 
and  then  played  several  years  in  Israel.  Haslett  was  part  of  McCartys 
wedding  party  a  few  years  ago. 

McCarty,  who  led  Southern  Miss  in  scoring  and  rebounding  as  a 
senior  in  1997-98,  averaged  more  than  13.3  points  per  game  to  start 
this  season  with  Dynamo  St.  Petersburg,  in  Russia. 

Myles  averaged  12.9  points  per  game  in  his  first  seven  games  for  his 
team  in  Iceland.  Myles,  24,  averaged  5.7  points  and  1.5  assists  in  his 
last  season  at  Southern  Miss  in  2002-03.  After  playing  in  the  WBA  and 
ABA  in  North  America,  he  joined  Iceland  Express  for  this  season. 

Whisby  and  Haslett  played  each  other  in  Romania  a  few  years 
ago.  "He  had  20  (points)  and  I  had  22,  and  they  won,"  said 
Haslett,  who  added  it  was  the  only  time  he  ever  played  against  a 
former  Southern  Miss  player  overseas. 

Romania  has  produced  at  least  one  basketball  player  that  may 
be  familiar  to  American  fans:  George  Muresan,  who  at  7  feet  7 
inches  was  the  tallest  player  in  NBA  history  during  his  time  with 
the  Washington  Bullets  (now  Wizards)  and  New  Jersey  Nets  from 
1993-2000. 

He  may  be  even  more  famous  for  his  role  in  the  movie  My  Giant, 
which  also  starred  Billy  Crystal.  Muresan  was  born  in  Romania  in 


1971. 

Haslett  was  once  on  a  plane  with  Muresan  that  went  from 
Atlanta  to  Paris  to  Timisora,  a  city  in  Romania  not  far  from  Arad. 
Haslett  said  Muresan  recognized  him,  and  the  two  spoke  for  a 
long  time  during  the  trip. 

Another  Romanian  center,  Constantin  Popa,  played  in  college 
for  Miami,  Fla.,  and  was  drafted  by  the  Los  Angeles  Clippers  of  the 
NBA  in  1995.  Muresan  and  Popa  are  members  of  the  Romanian 
Basketball  Hall  of  Fame,  according  to  eurobasket.com. 

And  what  about  the  Romanian  league  today? 

"This  year  it  is  more  competitive,"  said  Haslett,  a  Mississippi 
native.  "The  top  eight  teams  can  beat  anybody." 

Haslett  is  the  shooting  guard  for  West  Petrom  while  David 
Morris,  the  other  American  on  the  team,  is  the  point  guard. 
Morris,  who  grew  up  in  Maryland  near  the  nations  capital,  played 
for  the  University  of  Dayton  and  appeared  in  the  NCAA  tourna- 
ment for  the  Flyers. 

Their  team  practices  twice  a  day  during  the  week  on  non-game 
days  for  a  total  of  about  four  hours  per  day. 

Nearly  every  country  in  Europe  has  a  pro  mens  basketball 
league.  And  in  most  of  them  there  is  a  limit  of  two  non-Europeans 
per  team,  and  that  quota  is  normally  filled  with  Americans. 

There  are  some  basic 
rule  differences,  com- 
pared  to    the    NCAA 
and  NBA,  in  Europe: 
the  game  consists  of 
four   10-minute  peri- 
ods  and    the    three- 
second  lane  is  wider 
near  the  basket  and  is 
a  trapezoid  shape;  the 
ball  can  be  touched 
in  the  cylinder;  and 
a  player  clearly  has 
to   put   the   ball   on 
the  floor  before  he 
picks  up   his  pivot 
toot,  or  walking  will 
be  called. 

Haslett  is  provid- 
ed the  free  use  of 
an  apartment  and  a 
meal  allowance  in 
Romania,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  tax-free 
salary  of  about 
$3,000  to  $4,000 
per  month. 

How  long  does  he  plan  to  play  pro  ball? 

"Until  my  body  says  stop,"  he  said 


Editor's  note:  David  Driver,  a  freelance  writer  and  Virginia  native, 
has  lived  in  Hungaiy  since  2003.  He  has  written  extensively  the  past 

three  seasons  about  American  basketball  players  in  Europe,  and  has 
interviewed  players  in  person  in  nine  different  countries. 
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ONE  MORE 
FOR  FOUR 


BASEBALL  AIMS  TO 
CONTINUE  RECORD  STRETCH 


Other  top  returning  players  from  last  season  include  Trey 
Sutton,  a  sophomore  from  West  Jones  High  School  who  hit  .346 
with  six  home  runs  and  41  RBls  as  a  freshman;  David  Steele,  an 
outfielder  who  batted  .316  with  1 1  doubles;  Chris  Matesich,  who 
started  at  shortstop  as  a  freshman;  Mike  Cashion,  who  went  4-1 
with  a  3.62  ERA  as  a  starting  pitcher;  Matt  Caire,  a  lefthanded 
pitcher  who  went  6-3;  Patrick  Ezell,  who  went  7-3  and  Brad 
Owen,  who  went  4-2. 

For  season  ticket  information  for  Golden  Eagle  baseball,  call 
the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at  1.800. 844. TICK. 


In  2005,  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  continued  a  three- 
year  stretch  unprecedented  in  the  institutions  history.  With  41 
wins,  the  team  won  more  than  40  games  for  the  third  straight  sea- 
son, a  school  record.  And  for  the  third  straight  season  the  Golden 
Eagles  advanced  to  the  NCAA  Tournament,  also  a  school  record. 

In  2006,  the  team  appears  poised  to  extend  both  those  streaks  to  four. 

Leading  the  Golden  Eagles  into  2006  will  be  a  group  of  four 
seniors,  Daniel  Best,  Kevin  Coker,  Marc  Maddox  and  Cliff 
Russum,  who  returns  to  anchor  the  Golden  Eagle  starting  pitch- 
ing staff  after  missing  2005  to  injury. 

The  seniors,  Best  (3-0,  11  saves,  0.46  ERA,  39.0  IP,  37K,  7  BB, 
.229  OPP  BA),  Coker  (.318  BA,  15  2B,  5  HR,  38  RBIs,  26  BB), 
Maddox  (.359  BA,  17  2B,  14  HR,  59  RBIs,  42  BB,  15  SB)  and 
Russum  (2004  Stats  -  6-4,  3.93  ERA,  71.0  IP,  67K,  37BB,  .228 
OPP  BA)  will  be  counted  on  for  production  and  leadership  to 
this  year's  squad. 

"The  program  has  enjoyed  a  lot  of  success  over  the  past  few 
years,  but  in  order  for  us  to  take  it  to  the  level  we  all  want,  we 
have  to  consistently  compete  for  Conference  USA  champion- 
ships and  earn  bids  to  the  NCAA  Regionals,"  said  ninth-year 
Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer. 

Over  the  past  three  seasons,  the  team  has  posted  133  wins. 

The  Golden  Eagles,  picked  third  in  C-USA  by  the  leagues 
coaches,  will  be  challenged  by  a  couple  of  the  nation's  best  squads 
for  the  conference  crown.  Rice,  ranked  as  high  as  No.  5  in  the 
preseason  polls  following  a  45-19  season  in  which  it  advanced  to 
the  NCAA  Super  Regionals,  is  a  unanimous  selection  to  win  the 
league.  Tulane  is  picked  second  after  finishing  56-12  and  earning 
its  second  trip  to  the  College  World  Series. 


Catcher  Kevin  Coker  is  one  of  five  returning  Golden  Eagles  who  hit  over 
.300  a  year  ago. 
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LADY  EAGLES 
HOPE  TO  BUILD 
ON  FAST  FINISH 


Although  the  Southern  Miss  Softball  team  finished  29-32  a  year  ago,  it  is  not  as  if  the  Lady 
Eagles  do  not  enter  2006  without  momentum. 

The  Lady  Eagles  closed  2005  winning  10  of  their  last  14  games. 

Southern  Miss  returns  seven  position  starters  in  2006,  highlighted  by  2005  All-Conference 
USA  senior  first  baseman  Ashley  Davis,  who  led  the  team  with  nine  home  runs  and  42  RBIs 
last  year.  In  addition,  senior  shortstop  Jessica  Huerta,  who  led  the  team  in  batting  average 
(.343),  hits  (60),  runs  (42),  doubles  (14),  triples  (three),  walks  (25)  and  stolen  bases  (25), 
senior  second  baseman  Charity  Butler,  who  finished  second  on  the  team  with  a  .323 
batting  average  and  senior  third  baseman  Ashley  Brenan  are  back.  Conference  USA  All- 
Freshmen  Jennifer  Fox  and  Allison  Bullard  also  return,  as  both  hit  .259  in  their  debut 
seasons.  Fox  returns  five  home  runs,  the  second  most  on  the  team,  while  Bullard 
returns  eight  doubles,  tied  for  the  third  highest  on  the  squad. 

The  Lady  Eagles  also  return  two  starting  pitchers  from  last  seasons  team,  includ- 
ing senior  Danielle  Wymer,  who  led  the  team  with  130  strikeouts  in  2005. 
Crooks  returns  a  team-best  14-12  record  and  2.92  ERA. 

Head  Coach  Gay  McNutt  said  the  team,  which  began  practicing  on  Jan.  12, 
is  making  a  lot  of  solid  progress. 

"We're  getting  better  every  day"  McNutt  said.  "We  are  not  where  we  need 
to  peak,  and  that's  a  good  thing.  I  feel  confident  in  our  hitters  and  our  pitchers 
are  getting  better  every  day.  We're  starting  to  put  things  together  and  I'm  pleased 
where  we  are  so  far." 

One  concern,  however,  is  injuries.  The  team  suffered  several  injuries  in  the  fall  season,  as  freshman  infielder  Nicole  Fontenot  (dizziness); 
freshman  outfielder  Nicole  Chisolm  (foot  surgery)  and  sophomore  pitcher  Kiystal  Crooks  (shoulder  surgery)  either  missed  the  majority  or  all  of 
the  fall  season.  In  addition,  freshman  infielder  Ashley  Breland  (rotator  cuff  surgery)  will  be  lost  for  the  season  and  will  redshirt  in  2006. 

"We've  still  got  some  nagging  injunes  that  are  frustrating  us,"  McNutt  said.  "We're  having  to  practice  some  people  out  of  position." 

The  Lady  Eagles  open  their  home  season  Feb.  15  versus  Jackson  State. 


Golden  Eagle  Baseball  Home  Schedule 
Date                 Opponent            Time            Date               Opponent          Time 

Wed.,  Feb.  15 

Nicholls  State 

3  p.m. 

Fri.,  March  31 

Memphis 

6:30  p.m. 

Tues.,  Feb.  21 

Mississippi  Valley  State 

3  p.m. 

Sat,  April  1 

Memphis 

3  p.m. 

Fri.,  Feb.  24 

Birmingham-Southern 

6:30  p.m. 

Sun.,  April  2 

Memphis 

1  p.m. 

Sat.,  Feb.  25 

Birmingham-Southern 

3  p.m. 

Tues.,  April  4 

Mississippi  (Pearl) 

6:30  p.m. 

Sun.,  Feb.  26 

Birmingham-Southern 

1  p.m. 

Tues.,  April  11 

Southeast  Louisiana 

6:30  p.m. 

Fri.,  March  3 

Illinois  State 

6:30  p.m. 

Fri.,  April  14 

Houston 

6:30  p.m. 

Sat,  March  4 

Illinois  State 

1  p.m. 

Sat,  April  15 

Houston 

4  p.m. 

Sun.,  March  5 

Illinois  State 

Noon 

Sun.,  April  16 

Houston 

1  p.m. 

Tues.,  March  7 

Louisiana  Monroe 

6:30  p.m. 

Wed.,  April  19 

Alcorn  State 

6:30  p.m. 

Wed.,  March  8 

Louisiana  Tech  (Jackson) 

6:30  p.m. 

Tues.,  April  25 

Mississippi  State 

6:30  p.m. 

Fri.,  March  10 

Buffalo 

6:30  p.m. 

Wed.,  April  26 

Mississippi  State 

6:30  p.m. 

Sat.,  March  11 

Buffalo 

3  p.m. 

Fri.,  May  5 

East  Carolina 

6:30  p.m. 

Sun.,  March  12 

Buffalo 

1  p.m. 

Sat.,  May  6 

East  Carolina 

4  p.m. 

Fri.,  March  17 

Troy 

6:30  p.m. 

Sun.,  May  7 

East  Carolina 

Noon 

Sat.,  March  18 

Troy 

1  p.m. 

Thurs.,  May  18 

UCF 

6:30  p.m. 

Sun.,  March  19 

Troy 

1  p.m. 

Fri.,  May  19 

UCF 

6:30  p.m. 

Tues.,  March  21 

South  Alabama 

6:30  p.m. 

Sat.,  May  20 

UCF 

1  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Home  Softball  Schedule 
Date                Opponent             Time 

Wed.,  Feb.  15 

Jackson  State 

6  p.m. 

Wed.,  Feb.  22 

Alabama 

6  p.m. 

Tues.,  Feb.  28 

McNeese  State  (DH) 

4  p.m. 

Sat.,  March  11 

Marshall  (DH) 

1  p.m. 

Sun.,  March  12 

Marshall 

3  p.m. 

Thur.,  March  16 

Mississippi  (DH) 

530  p.m. 

Wed.,  March  22 

Troy  (DH) 

5  p.m. 

Wed.,  March  29 

Nicholls  State  (DH) 

5  p.m. 

Thur.,  March  30 

Mississippi  State 

6  p.m. 

Sat,  April  1 

UCF  (DH) 

1  p.m. 

Sun.,  April  2 

UCF 

1  p.m. 

!     Tues.,  April  4 

Louisiana-Lafayette 

6  p.m. 

Fri.,  April  14 

UAB(DH1 

5  p.m. 

Sat,  April  15 

UAB 

1  p.m. 

Wed.,  April  19 

Southeastern  Louisiana 

7  p.m. 

Sat.,  May  6 

Tulsa  (DH) 

1  p.m. 

Sun.,  May  7 

Tulsa 

1  p.m. 
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Hull,  Nelson  Lead  Football  to  Bowl  Victory 

■  Career-high  performances  from  Cody  Hull  and  Shawn  Nelson 
helped  Southern  Miss  earn  a  31-19  victory  over  Arkansas  State  in  the 
2005  New  Orleans  Bowl,  played  Dec.  20  in  Lafayette,  La. 

Nelson,  the  games  MVP,  finished  with  a  team-high  six  catches  for 
121  yards  and  two  touchdowns,  all  New  Orleans  Bowls  records,  as 
he  posted  the  second  100-yard  game  of  his  career.  His  121  yards  also 
set  a  Southern  Miss  bowl  record,  surpassing  Sherrod  Gideons  117- 
yard  total  in  the  Humanitarian  Bowl  vs.  Idaho  in  1998.  He  becomes 
the  second  Golden  Eagle  to  be  named  the  games  MVP,  as  Michael 
Boley  earned  the  honor  in  last  years  game. 

Hull  finished  with  a  career-high  37  carries  for  161  yards,  both  New 
Orleans  Bowl  and  Southern  Miss  bowl  records.  Hull  posted  the  first  100- 
yard  rushing  game  of  his  career  and  scored  his  third  career  touchdown 
on  a  one-yard  run  in  the  second  quarter.  Hulls  161  rushing  yards  and  37 
carries  set  the  Southern  Miss  bowl  record,  surpassing  Derrick  Nix's  29  car- 
ries against  Idaho  in  the  1998  Humanitarian  Bowl  and  124-yard  perfor- 
mance by  Shelton  Gandy 
against  UTEP  in  the 
- 1988      Independence 

Ti%  M^afk  I  M  IV      6owL  HulFs  37  carries 

1J|      W7     1MI  I   ;  also  tied  for  the  fourth 

^^^^%        W     y  UU    i  I most  in  school  history 

■f\£Lv  WW  JjUBl    matching  Demck  Nix's 
J**f~    "PZHJ^UtrT/^    37- carry    perfonnance 

C**S   </vWWTpW^/      against  Nevada  in  1998. 

If         /J  With       the       win, 

"  Southern  Miss  ends  its 

season  with  a  7-5  record  for  the  second  consecutive  season,  securing  a 
winning  season  for  the  12th  consecutive  year. 

The  New  Orleans  Bowl  was  the  final  game  for  13  Golden  Eagles, 
including  Dustin  Almond,  Terrance  Ford,  Trevis  Coley  Kevis  Coley  John 
Eubanks,  Neal  Mead,  Kendel  Wheeler,  Luke  Johnson,  Akeem  Lockett, 
Bradley  Worthington,  Ricardo  Clark,  Pedi  Causey  and  Tom  Johnson. 

With  two  touchdown  passes  in  the  game,  Almond  finished  with  23 
touchdowns  this  season,  the  second  most  in  school  history,  behind  Lee 
Roberts'  24  in  1998. 
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Johnson  Selected  for  Woody  Hayes  Scholar  Athlete  Award 

■  The  University  and  Northwest  Sertoma  Clubs  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
have  selected  Southern  Miss  punter  Luke  Johnson  as  the  2006 
Woody  Hayes  National  Scholar  Athlete  Award  winner. 

This  marks  the  second  Woody  Hayes  Scholar  Athlete  for  Southern 
Miss  as  former  standout  quarterback  Jeff  Kelly  was  selected  for  the 
prestigious  honor  in  2002. 

"Luke  Johnson  is  deserving  of  all  the  accolades  that  come  his 
way,"  Southern  Miss  Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower  said.  "This  is  another 
great  honor  for  a  young  man  who  has  worked  extremely  hard  and  is 
extremely  deserving  of  this  award.  This  is  a  great  honor  for  not  only 
Luke,  but  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi." 

This  award  recognizes  excellence  in  academics,  athletics  and  com- 
munity service  among  the  college  and  high  school  youth.  It  also  pro- 
vides a  living  memorial  to  former  Ohio  State  football  coaching  legend 
Woody  Hayes  and  the  excellence  for  which  he  stood. 

There  are  six  winners  for  the  award,  a  male  and  a  female  from  each 
of  the  three  collegiate  divisions.  The  award  was  presented  at  a  ban- 
quet in  January  at  Villa  Milano  Restaurant  in  Columbus. 


MICHAEL  BOLEY  '04 
ATLANTA  FALCONS 

This  season  was  not  the  banner  year  the 
Atlanta  Falcons  football  team  had  hoped  it 
would  be.  With  quarterback  Michael  Vick  at 
the  helm  the  team  seemed  assured  of  posting 
back-to-back  winning  seasons  for  the  first 
time  in  their  40-year  history.  Instead  the  team 
ended  the  season  with  an  8-8  record. 

While  the  Falcons  may  feel  down  about 
their  record,  rookie  linebacker  Michael  Boley 
proved  he  has  the  skills  needed  to  play  in  the 
NFL.  After  being  selected  in  the  fifth  round 
of  the  2005  NFL  Draft,  Boley  played  all  16 
games,  moved  into  the  starting  lineup  early  in 
the  season,  and  racked  up  42  tackles  and  21 
assists.  In  a  win  against  New  Orleans,  Boley 
forced  a  fumble  that  the  Falcons  returned  for  a 
touchdown,  and  later  blocked  a  field  goal  that 
was  also  returned  for  a  score. 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  Boley  was  stand- 
out. In  47  games,  Boley  started  38  contests. 
He  recorded  423  tackles,  the  sixth-best  career 
total  in  school  history.  He  registered  28.5 
sacks  for  minus- 175  yards,  topped  only  by 
Adalius  Thomas  on  the  school's  all-time  record 
list.  His  59.5  stops  for  losses  of  228  yards  are 
surpassed  only  by  Rod  Davis.  He  also  collected 
16  quarterback  pressures,  deflected  13  passes, 
intercepted  three  others,  recovered  six  fumbles 
and  set  a  school  career  record  with  nine  forced 
fumbles,  topping  the  old  mark  of  eight  by 
Chad  Williams,  now  of  the  Baltimore  Ravens. 
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►  The  class  includes 

ass  Includes  17  from  Magnolia  State 

Seventeen       foot 

ball 

»     C.J.  Bailey 

DB 

5-10 

187 

Moss  Point,  Miss./Moss  Point  HS 

standouts  from  Mississippi 
are  part  of  Southern  Miss' 
2006  signing  class. 

In  all,  28  players  signed 
scholarship  offers  to  play 
for    the    Golden   Eagles, 
including    13    from    the 
Clarion    Ledger's    list    of 
the  top  40  players  in  the 
Magnolia  State. 

"It    was    a    good    day 
for  us,"  Head  Coach  Jeff 
Bower  said.   "We  are  all 
pleased  with  the  signing 
class.  I  think  there  is  a  lot 
of  talent  in  this  group.  I'd 

David  Boyce 

DL 

6-7 
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Gonzales,  La./St.  Paul's  HS 

Roshaad  Byrd 

DL 

6-3 

210 

Meridian,  Miss./Meridian  HS 

Brandon  Davis 

LB 

6-2 

190 

Meridian,  Miss./Meridian  HS 

Nick  Dean 

OL 

6-3 
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Shannon,  Miss. /Itawamba  CC 
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Ryan  Ellis 

WR 

6-2 

190 

Ponte  Vedra  Beach,  Fla./Allen  D.  Nease  HS 

Damion  Fletcher 

ATH 

5-10 

175 

Biloxi,  Miss./Biloxi  HS 
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Anthony  Gray 

DL 
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Philadelphia,  Miss./Philadelphia  HS 

Rodney  Gray 

WR 

6-3 
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Batesville,  Miss./South  Panola  HS 

Tory  Harrison 

RB 

6-1 

185 

Leesburg,  Fla./Leesburg  HS 

Domonic  Hopson 

LB 

6-2 

232 

Pascagoula,  Miss./Pascagoula  HS 

Faron  Homes 

WR 

5-7 

160 

Bradenton,  Fla./Southeast  Bradenton  HS 

Chico  Hunter 

DB 

6-0 

190 

Vicksburg,  Miss./Warren  Central  HS 

Chris  J.  Johnson 

DL 

6-1 
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East  Brewton,  Ala./ltawamba  CC 

Richard  Kelly 

TE 

6-4 
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Jacksonville,  Fla./E.D.  White  HS 

Torris  Maqee 

WR 

6-2 
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Hattiesburg,  Miss./Oak  Grove  HS 

Vontre  Mason 

DL 

6-2 
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Richmond,  Calif./Diablo  Valley  CC 

like   to   compliment 
coaches.  They  did  a 

our 

Michael  McGee 

DB 

5-10 
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Maqee,  Miss./Maqee  HS 

tre- 

Sean  Merrill 

DL 

6-4 
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D'lberville,  Miss./Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  CC 

•■ 

mendous  job  of  recruit- 
ing. We  worked  hard  at 
it.  When  you  look  at  the 
top  to  bottom  quality  of 
this   class,   it   shows   the 
tremendous  job  our  staff 
did.  It  was  a  good  year  for 
us  in  Mississippi." 
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Meridian,  Miss./Southeast  Lauderdale  HS 
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Baton  Rouge,  La./Central  HS 
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198 
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Ralph  Turner 
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5-9 
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Cottonwood,  Ala. /Cottonwood  HS 
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Tennis  Coach  Hits  a  Grand  Slam 

Southern  Miss  Women's  Tennis 
Head  Coach  Randy  Rowley  spends 
a  large  part  of  each  year  dissecting 
the  forehands  and  backhands  of  his 
Lady  Eagles. 

This  winter  though  he  did  the  same 
at  tennis'  highest  level.  Rowley  trav- 
eled to  Australia  in  December  to  assist 
top-ranked  professional  Nicole  Pratt  in 
preparation  for  the  Australian  Open, 
which  was  played  in  January.  The 
Australian  Open  is  one  of  the  top  four 
Grand  Slam  tennis  tournaments  along 
with  the  French  Open,  Wimbledon  and 
U.S.  Open. 

"It  was  fun  to  be  at  that  level,"  Rowley  said.  "I  imagine  it's  like  work- 
ing at  the  Super  Bowl  or  the  World  Series.  It  was  rewarding." 
While  Pratt  dropped  her  first  round  singles  match  to  fifth-seeded 


Mary  Pierce  m  straight  sets,  Pratt  and  partner  Emilie  Loit  advanced  to 
the  third  round  in  the  women's  doubles  competition. 

"It  was  an  amazing  opportunity  for  me  to  coach  the  best  players  in 
the  world  at  the  next  level  at  a  Grand  Slam  event,"  Rowley  said.  "While 
I  was  in  Australia,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  recruit  for  Southern  Miss  and 
look  at  their  junior  players." 

By  coaching  on  the  professional  circuit  on  a  pan-time  basis  during 
the  Lady  Eagles'  offseason,  Rowley  was  able  to  recant  without  spending 
University  dollars. 

"I'm  fortunate  to  have  (Southern  Miss  Director  of  Athletics)  Richard 
Giarmini  and  (Associate  Director  of  Athletics  for  Olympic  Spoils  Senior 
Woman  Administrator")  Sonya  Vamell  allow  me  to  go  out  and  participate 
in  this  event  by  sharing  the  vision  that  this  would  bring  notoriety  to  our 
program  and  great  exposure  for  Southern  Miss."  Rowley  said.  "Also,  being 
gone  this  time  of  year  didn't  affect  my  program  and  didn't  neglect  mv  players 
at  all  as  the}-  were  finishing  finals  and  were  off  For  the  holidays.  1  wanted  to 
see  what  it  was  like  on  the  pro  circuit  on  a  part-time  basis,  but  not  full  time 
because  I  love  beine  a  college  coach." 
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Get  One  Campaign  to  Continue  in  2006 


The  Eagle  Club  would  like  to  thank  every- 
one who  helped  increase  the  membership  of 
the  Eagle  Club.  Those  mentioned  below  were 
involved  in  the  2005  Get  One  campaign.  This 
campaign  was  so  successful  that  the  Eagle  Club 
will  continue  this  volunteer  program  in  2006. 
Dr.  Bill  Smith,  Dr.  Dennis  Phillips  and  Dr.  Lou  Marciam  were  advisors 
to' the  volunteer  committee  who  put  the  plan  in  motion.  The  plan  is 
extremely  simple  -  the  Eagle  Club  is  challenging  every  member  to  bring 
in  one  new  member.  There  is  no  competition,  and  the  Eagle  Club's  chal- 
lenge is  a  personal  one.  Ever)?  member  who  recruits  one  new  member 
will  receive  beautiful  gold  golf  polo  with  the  Eagle  Club  logo  on  the  front, 
with  "Got  One!"  written  on  the  sleeve.  The  new  member  receives  a  gold 
Eagle  Club  logo  T-shirt,  with  "Get  One!"  on  back. 


"At  Southern  Miss  we  are  fortunate  to  have  a  large  athletic  sales  force 
-  2,700  plus  Eagle  Club  members  who  bleed  black  and  gold,"  said  Dick 
Vogel,  Eagle  Club  executive  director.  "Passion  sells  passion,  and  people 
want  to  belong  to  organizations  that  can  make  a  difference. 

"Supporting  your  University  through  a  scholarship  fund  that  helps 
student-athletes  with  some  of  the  highest  graduation  rates  in  the  country 
is  the  best  inducement  we  can  offer.  With  stadium  expansion  on  the 
horizon  and  the  success  of  all  our  sports  teams  (on  the  field  and  in  the 
classroom),  this  is  the  time  to  get  involved,  and  this  campaign  rewards 
both  the  old  and  new  members." 

A  huge  thank  you  to  our  ardent  supporters  who  helped  us 
"Get  One!" 

For  additional  information  on  supporting  the  education  of 
student-athletes  contact  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5299. 


Alan  Holder 
Mike  Purvis 
Jamie  Walker 
Mitch  Stennert 
Pat  Cruise 
Carl  Smith 
Sid  Barnett 
Ricky  Holland 
Terrell  Tisdale 
Karl  Langenbach 
Gerry  and  Tyler  Fletcher 
Dick  Simmons 
Rick  Trusty 
David  Byrd 


Joel  McNeece 
Larry  Douglas 
Steve  Strickland 
Angie  Cognevich 
Jerry  Bzey 
Mitch  Brent 
Pat  Kirby 
Ryan  Douglas 
Mike  Marshall 
Johnny  Smith 
Denis  Foster 
Herb  Ivison 
Charles  Forman 
Lou  Marciani 


Richard  Nause 
Tim  Gilmore 
Jerry  Nicholson 
Robert  Lingold 
Steven  Lawrence 
Larry  Grant 
Robert  Blackman 
Mousie  Richards 
Leighton  Jones 
Donald  Fortenberry 
Dick  Vogel 
Gene  Fair 
Robert  Simmons 
Joe  Best 


Leonard  Bentz 
Artie  McWilliams 
Jesse  Leverette  II 
Aubrey  Collum 
Mike  Anderson 
Olson  Stognen 
Tommy  McRae 
Eddie  Voynik 
Homer  Holloway 
Larry  Luster 
Tony  Palazzo 
Ivan  Cobb 
Eric  George 
Benji  Barham 


Ted  Fortenberry 
Walter  Greene 
Robert  Dieckman 
Eddie  Jiles 
Dr.  Chris  Schwarts 
Mike  Cappaert 
Mark  Maxwell 
Russell  Key 
Steve  Holifield 
Ken  Moseley 
Brad  Hefler 
Steve  Strickland 
Joni  Rowell 
George  Openshaw 


Clymer  Wright 
Walter  Williams 
Wronal  Simmons 
Scott  Bancroft 
Kevin  Clearman 
Dick  Simmons 
Bob  Palmer 
Bobby  Dews 
Chris  Bulger 
James  McRae 
David  Harvey 
Steve  Dyess 
Greg  Carney 
Robert  Stevens 


A  Different  View  of  Iraq 


We  have  had  wonderful  communication  with  several  of  our  alumni  serving  their  nation  in  Iraq.  In  the  past  we  have  shown  some  of  the  alumni 
in  combat  operations,  but  we  also  have  fine  officers  who  are  doing  a  great  deal  to  change  the  image  of  Americans  to  the  world.  Lt.  Col.  Charles  H. 
Hollingsworth  and  1st  Lt.  Robert  McElhaney,  both  working  for  the  Joint  Contracting  Command  Iraq,  provide  support  to  the  war  fighter,  but  also  to 
stimulate  the  Iraqi  economy  by  teaching  sound  business  practices  to  the  Iraqi  people.  Rob  is  married  to  Kim  Farmer,  the  daughter  of  Leonard  and 
Jeanette,  who  are  longtime  supporters  of  our  program. 


1st  Lt.  Robert  McElhaney  '94  has  spent  time  improving  conditions  for  Iraqi         Lt.  Col.  Charles  Holiingsworth  '78  works  for  the  Joint  Contracting  Corn- 
school  children.  mand  Iraq. 
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Alumnus  and  Teacher  Reunite  in  Big  Apple 


Howie  Joines  '80,  left,  poses  with  his 
former  teacher,  Dr.  Sherman  Hong  in 
front  of  the  marquee  of  the  Broadway 
show  for  which  he  performs,  conducts 
and  acts  as  music  coordinator. 


■  They  say  if  you  can  make  it  there,  you  can 
make  it  anywhere.  But  before  percussionist 
Howie  Joines  took  New  York  City  by  the  horns, 
he  had  to  make  it  past  retired  music  professor 
Sherman  Hong,  who  directed  the  percussion 
studio  at  Southern  Miss  for  more  than  26  years 
and  taught  music  education  courses  and  coor- 
dinated music  student  teachers. 

Joines'  mentor  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  recently  caught  up  with 
his  former  student  in  the  Big  Apple,  where  the 
1980  music  education  and  Honors  College 
graduate  has  been  an  active  performer,  con- 
ductor and  music  contractor  for  Broadway 
and  off-Broadway  shows  in  New  York  City 
and  the  surrounding  area. 

"I  learned  how  to  perform  musically  at  USM, 
and  that  helped  me  prepare  for  conducting 
Broadway  shows  and  singers,"  Joines  said. 

Additionally  he  has  been  active  as  a  drum- 
mer /  percussionist  for  recordings,  Broadway 
soundtracks,  touring  pop  artists  -  Marvin 
Hamlisch,  Whitney  Houston,  Ann-Margaret, 


and  Pattie  Lapone  -  and  commercial  jingles. 

In  2000,  Joines  began  contracting  orches- 
tras for  Broadway  and  other  productions.  His 
Broadway  successes  in  recent  years  include 
serving  as  music  coordinator  for  the  current 
show,  Dirty  Rotten  Scoundrels,  and  orchestra 
conductor  for  Miss  Saigon,  The  Full  Monty,  and 
Jesus  Christ  Superstar. 

In  addition  to  Broadway,  Joines  also 
has  conducted  for  Radio  City  Music  Halls 
Christmas  Spectacular. 

He  has  recorded  with  pop  stars  Celine 
Dion  and  Jewel,  along  with  television  record- 
ings for  the  1999  MTV  Music  Video  Awards, 
the  Today  Show,  Good  Morning  America,  and 
Sesame  Street. 

After  leaving  Southern  Miss  in  1980,  Joines 
received  a  teaching  assistantship  at  the  pres- 
tigious Eastman  School  of  Music,  where 
he  taught  undergraduate  students  and  the 
Eastman  Percussion  Ensemble.  He  completed 
both  the  Master  of  Music  and  the  coveted 
Performers  Certificate  from  Eastman. 


Theatre  Performs  Scapin  at  Regional  Festival 

■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Department  of  Theatre 
and  Dances  fall  semester  production  of  Scapin  was  invited  to  the 
Kennedy  Center  American  College  Theater  Festival  (KCACTF) 
regional  conference  Feb.  7-12,  2006,  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Scapin,  a  hilarious  adaptation  of  the  Moliere  play  by  Bill 
Irwin  and  Mark  O'Donnell,  had  a  successful  run  at  the  Martha 
R.  Tatum  Theatre  at  Southern  Miss  in  October.  The  show  then 
headed  to  the  Mississippi  KCACTF  festival  in  Columbus  in 
November,  where  it  received  an  enthusiastic  nomination  for  the 
regional  ACTF  festival. 

Of  the  23  productions  in  10  southeastern  states  that  were 


nominated,  six  were  performed  in  Jacksonville.  The  conference 
also  provided  students  nominated  for  Irene  Ryan  performance 
awards  and  Barbizon  design  awards  an  opportunity  to  share 
their  work  with  colleagues  and  to  receive  official  adjudication. 

"The  entire  Scapin  company  did  a  fantastic  job  with  this  mate- 
rial," said  Louis  Rackoff,  chair  of  the  Department  of  Theatre  and 
Dance  at  Southern  Miss.  "Assistant  Professor  Scot  Mann,  who 
directed  the  production,  along  with  the  talented  and  enthusias- 
tic actors,  designers,  stage  managers,  and  technicians  all  contrib- 
uted to  a  production  that  is  a  wonderful  artistic  achievement  and 
a  fast-paced,  delightful  performance." 


Southern  Miss  Delivers  Band  Instruments  to  Coast  Schools 


■  Two  Hancock  County  schools,  Bay 
High  and  Hancock  High,  received  much- 
needed  musical  instruments  when  Dr.  Gary 
Adam,  associate  director  of  bands  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  deliv- 
ered band  instruments  donated  by  the 
University  of  Illinois. 

Peter  Griffin,  assistant  director  of  bands  at 
the  University  of  Illinois,  first  learned  about 
the  need  for  band  instruments  several  months 
ago  from  a  high  school  teacher  in  Mississippi. 
He  then  asked  the  student  chapter  of  the 
National  Band  Association  to  help  sponsor 
an  instrument  drive.  The  chapter  ended 
up  with  101  instruments,  as  well  as  items 
such  as  mouthpieces,  music  stands,  cases 
and  method  books  used  by  beginning  band 


students.  Two  University  of  Illinois  music 
students  personally  delivered  the  trucHoad 
of  musical  instruments  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  earlier  this  week. 

Hancock  High  band  director  Anthony 
McWright  said  that  he  was  thrilled  when 
his  longtime  friend  Gary  Adam  called  to 
say  band  instruments  were  on  the  way. 
"Our  middle  school  music  program  lost 
numerous  instruments  as  a  result  of  flood- 
ing from  Hurricane  Katrina,"  McWright 
said.  "On  behalf  of  the  Hancock  County 
School  District,  band  students  and  the 
community,  I  would  like  to  thank  the 
student  chapter  of  the  National  Band 
Association,  the  University  of  Illinois  and 
Southern  Miss  for  coming  to  our  aid." 


The  Pride  of  Mississippi  marching  band  director 
Gary  Adam  checks  out  one  of  more  than  100  do- 
nated instruments  before  they  are  loaded  up  and 
delivered  to  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 
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COMMUNITY  CREDIT  UNION  HOPE  COMMUNITY  CREDIT  UNION  HOPECOMMUNI 


Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up 
on  the  news  and  accomplish- 
ments of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news 
to  The  Talon,  please  send  your 
information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  118  College 
Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni@usm. 
edu  or  post  it  online  at  www. 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless 
otherwise  noted. 

1950s 

ALMA  MARTIN  MCCULLOUGH 
BOYD  '50,  '59  was  named 
Southwest  Mississippi 

Community  College's  2005 
Alumna  of  the  Year. 

PAUL  OTT  CARRUTH  '56  was 
named  a  distinguished  alumnus  of 
Southwest  Mississippi  Community 
College.  Carruth  is  a  professional 
wildlife  conservationist.  He  and 
his  wife,  Lynda,  have  five  children 
and  10  grandchildren. 

PEGGY  JOHNSON 
'58  was  selected  vol- 
unteer of  the  year  by 
the  Mississippi  State 
Hospital. 



ROGER  COLEMAN  '60  was 
elected  to  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Northern  Neck  Association 
of  Realtors.  Coleman  is  with 
Port  &  Starboard  Real  Estate  in 
Callao,  Va. 

COL.  J.K.  STRINGER  '62  was 
named  a  distinguished  alum- 
nus of  Southwest  Mississippi 
Community  College.  He  cur- 
rently serves  as  executive  direc- 
tor and  state  fiscal  officer  of 
the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Finance  and  Administration. 

BOB  BAUGHN  '69  has  been 
named  2005-2006  chairman  of 
the  Mississippi  Manufacturers 
Association. 


ROBERT  INGRAM  70,  71 
has  accepted  the  position  of 
president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Baldwin  County 
(Ala.)  Economic  Development 
Council.  Ingram  is  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Alumni  Association. 

CHARLES  ROBERT  PRINCE 
70  was  recently  elected  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  PriorityOne 
Capital  Corporation  and 
PriorityOne  Bank. 

NORMAN  WOODRICK  71 
75  has  accepted  a  position  at 
Federal  Aviation  Administration 
Headquarters  in  Washington, 
D.C.  Woodrick,  who  resides 
in  Manassas  Park,  Va.,  recently 
reached  his  25th  year  with  the 
Federal  Aviation  Administration. 
He  has  been  an  air  traffic  control 
specialist  in  the  flight  service 
station  option  which  provides 
pilots  with  weather  briefings 
before  they  fly. 

E.  PAUL  LI  AN  74  has  retired 
to  Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  after  a  30- 
year  career  in  the  life  insur- 
ance and  pension  business.  He 
was  a  qualifying  member  of  the 
Million  Dollar  Round  Table,  an 
independent  sales  organization 
that  represents  the  top  4  percent 
of  the  sales  force  in  the  United 
States.  He  has  three  children  and 
nine  grandchildren. 

DR.  LIN  HARPER  76,  '82,  '97 
assumed  new  duties  as  the 
director  of  the  Office  of  Distance 
Education  Support  at  Southern 
Miss  in  July  2005. 

LARRY  BARNETT  78  has  been 
named  executive  director  of  the 
Harrison  County  Development 
Commission. 



LAREN  WHIDDON  '84  has 
been  named  chief  operating 
officer  of  DBS  Communications, 
a  privately  held  national  virtual 
wireless  network  operator  and 
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Call  1-877-654-HOPE  today  to 

open  an  insured  Hurricane  Rebuilding  CD. 

Our  homes  may  be  broken.  But  never  our  spirits.  And  the  next  step 
is  as  clear  as  the  sky  after  a  storm-rebuild.  At  HOPE,  nourishing 
businesses,  homes  and  distressed  communities  in  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  has  been  our  mission  for  more  than  a  decade. 

In  the  wake  of  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  that  mission  has 
never  been  more  important.  To  make  a  difference  in  this  time 
of  need,  we  offer  the  Hurricane  Rebuilding  CD  and  several  other 
federally  insured  HOPE  products  that  allow  you  to  safely  invest  your 
resources  in  a  region  that  is  close  to  your  heart.  Most  importantly, 
your  deposit  will  be  used  to  help  survivors  rebuild  their  homes, 
families  and  communities. 

We  urge  you  to  join  in  this  great  mission  today  by  calling  our  toll- 
free  number,  or  by  visiting  www.hopecu.org  and  downloading  an 
application. 


Community 
Credit  Union 


An  ECD-Sponsorcd  Credit  Union 


Working  for  you.  Working  for  your  community. 
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enabler.  He  was  previously  vice  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  for  Cingular 
Wireless.  Whiddon,  his  wife,  Stephanie 
'84,  and  their  two  children  reside  in 
Kilderr,  111. 

BARTON  SPENCER  '87  and  his  wife, 
Sarah,  announce  the  Dec.  22,  2004,  birth 
of  their  son,  John  Barton  Spencer.  John 
joins  big  sister  Sarah,  2. 

LT.  COL.  ROBERT  W.  MARSHALL  '88 
announces  the  Sept.  26,  2005,  birth  of  his 
son,  Jacob  "Jake"  Jones  Marshall.  Marshall 
is  stationed  in  Rhinedalen,  Germany.  Jakes 
grandparents  are  EARL  '58  and  BOBBIE 
MARSHALL  '62  of  Hattiesburg. 

MICHAEL  CALLAHAN  '89  has  been 
selected  executive  vice  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  Electric  Power 
Associations  of  Mississippi. 

MAJ.  STEPHEN  A.  WERTZ  '89  was  named 
deputy  director  of  support  operations  at 
the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Baghdad,  Iraq.  His 
wife,  MELISSA  TIMS  WOODRICK  '89, 
and  their  children,  Rachel,  9,  and  Sam,  7, 
are  at  home  in  Lawton,  Okla. 


TRACY  HENNESSEY  '90,  '96  has  received 
a  master's  degree  in  nursing  from  the 
University  of  South  Alabama. 

ALLAN  MISNER  '90,  '91  has  accepted  the 
position  of  vice  president  internal  audit 
with  Sunterra  Corporation  in  North  Las 
Vegas,  Nev. 

J.  BRET  BECTON  '91  received  a  doctorate 
in  management  from  Auburn  University 
on  Dec.  15,  2005.  He  is  currently  an 
assistant  professor  of  management  at 
Winthrop  University  in  Rock  Hill,  S.C. 

JUDITH  ANN  GRIFFIS 
BERMUDEZ  '91  and  her  hus- 
band, Frankie,  announce  the 
July  13,  2005,  birth  of  their 
son  William  Paul. 

EDWARD  EUGENE  HUFF  '91, 
'96  and  CATHY  MOORE  HUFF 
'93  announce  the  April  19, 
2005,  birth  of  their  first  child, 
Josephine  Elizabeth  Huff.  The 
family  resides  in  Byram. 


More  than  three  decades  after  grad- 
uating from  a  university  for  the  first 
time,  Dr.  Martha  Dunagin  Saunders 
'69  is  now  in  charge  of  one. 

Saunders  has  been  selected  as  chan- 
cellor for  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
at  Whitewater.  As  chancellor,  Saunders,  a  Hattiesburg  native,  will 
head  the  university's  governing  body,  develop  policies  and  help  in 
setting  the  strategic  direction  of  UW- Whitewater.  She  was  one  of 
five  finalists  for  the  position  and  was  recommended  by  a  campus 
search-and-screen  committee. 

Previously,  she  served  as  vice  president  of  academic  affairs  at 
Columbus  State  University  and  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  at  the  University  of  West  Florida. 

After  earning  her  bachelors  degree  in  French  from  Southern 
Miss,  Saunders  went  on  to  earn  her  masters  degree  from  the 
Grady  School  of  Journalism  at  the  University  of  Georgia  and  her 
doctorate  in  communication  theory  and  research  from  Florida 
State  University. 

At  Columbus  State  University  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  Saunders  led 
an  effort  to  create  Centers  of  Excellence  to  further  more  than 
30  private-public  partnerships,  supported  construction  of  four 
major  capital  projects  and  served  on  the  leadership  team  for  a 
capital  campaign  that  exceeded  its  $80  million  goal.  She  also  led 
the  campus  strategic  planning  process  and  developed  several  ini- 
tiatives to  increase  student  enrollment,  recruit  and  retain  faculty 
and  staff  and  improve  the  first-year  experience. 

The  University  of  Wisconsin-Whitewater  is  a  comprehen- 
sive university  located  between  Milwaukee  and  Madison.  LT\Y- 
Whitewater  offers  45  undergraduate  and  16  graduate  degree 
programs,  and  has  more  than  60,000  alumni. 

Saunders  was  joined  in  Wisconsin  by  her  husband.  Joseph 
Bailey.  They  have  seven  grown  children  and  two  grandchildren. 
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JOHN  RANCE  SAPEN  '91 
has  joined  Butler,  Snow, 
O'Mara,  Stevens  &  Cannada, 
PLLC  as  chief  financial  offi- 
cer. Sapen,  based  in  the  firms 
Jackson  office,  oversees  the 
complete  financial  manage- 
ment of  the  firm. 

JASON  SANDERSON  '91  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Shane  Conrad  Sanderson.  Shane  was  born 
Oct.  2,  2005,  and  joins  Caroline,  7,  and 
Isabella,  4. 

JAMES  "JAMIE"  SCHLOTTMAN  '91  has 
been  named  president  of  Humana  Health 
Benefit  Plan  of  Louisiana  Inc.  Schlottman 
oversees  all  aspects  of  Humana's  commer- 
cial health  insurance  business  in  Louisiana 
and  south  Mississippi. 

DOUGLAS  C.  SHOWS  '91,  '92  officiated 
the  2005  NCAA  Men's  Basketball  Final 
Four  in  St.  Louis  between  Illinois  and 
Louisville.  It  was  Shows'  eighth  NCAA 
Tournament  appearance.  He  referees 
men's  basketball  in  the  SEC,  Big  East  and 
other  college  conferences. 

SHAREE  LEBLANC 

BROUSSARD       '92       has 
received  professional 

accreditation  from  the 
Universal  Accreditation 
Board,  which  is  adminis- 
tered by  a  consortium  of  10 
leading  industry  organizations,  including 
the  Public  Relations  Society  of  America. 

ANGELA  COGNEVICH 
'92,  '94  announces  the 
Sept.  2, 2005,  birth  of  her 
granddaughter,  Caylee 
Claire  Cognevich. 

B  HAZEL  COLE  '93,  '97  won 
best  honors  from  the 
American  Journalism 
Historians  Association  for  a 
paper  she  wrote  in  a  media 
history  graduate  seminar 
class  led  by  journalism 
associate  professor  Dr.  Dave  Davies. 

PAUL  EAVENSON  '93  and  CHELLIE 
EAVENSON  '95  announce  the  Oct.  27, 
2005,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Ella  Kate 
Eavenson. 

SYLVIA  ABNEY  '94  announces  the  birth  of 
her  granddaughter  Elite. 


ELIZABETH  BAUGH 
'94,  '96  won  best  hon- 
ors from  the  American 
Journalism  Historians 
Association  for  a 
paper  she  wrote  in  a 
media  history  gradu- 
ate seminar  class  led 
by  journalism  asso- 
ciate professor  Dr. 
Dave  Davies. 

KEVIN  ETZLER  '94 
has  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  field  claims 
manager  with  the 
Farmers  Insurance 
Group.  Etzler  will 
work  in  the  compa- 
ny's Atlanta  office. 

MARK  MCDANIEL 
'94  and  SANDRA 
MCDANIEL  '94 

announce  the  Jan.  30, 
2005,  birth  of  their 
second  daughter, 
Elizabeth  McDamel. 

BRET  BOYLES 

'95       and       KRISTY 
PARKER        BOYLES 
'97     announce     the 
July   23,   2005,   birth  of 
their  son,  Parker  Evans. 
Parker  is  the  grandson  of 
MARK  73  AND  WANDA 
BOYLES  74. 

SCOTT  HERRIN  '96  was  named  Portland 
State  University's  new  assistant  athletic 
director  for  Marketing.  The  university  is 
located  in  downtown  Portland,  Ore.,  and 
has  the  largest  enrollment  of  any  school 
in  the  state. 

STACEY  LAZENBY  '96  and  Pedro  Malaret 
were  married  on  July  23,  2005,  at  the 
Women's  Club  of  Winter  Park.  Stacey 
is  an  administrator  at  the  University  of 
Central  Florida  and  Pedro  is  an  attorney 
in  Orlando. 

LARONDA  MARIE  LOTT  '96,  '01,  '02 
married  Nelson  Brett  Hutchison  on  July 
15,  2005.  The  couple  currently  resides  in 
Las  Vegas,  Nev 

TRINISHA  CHAMBERS  '97  and 
her  husband,  Tige,  announce 
the  May  30,  2005,  birth  of  their 
daughter  Nyah  Corie  Marie. 
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KRISTI   WALSTEN    GIAMETTA 
and  CHRISTOPHER  JAMES 
GIAMETTA  '98  announce  the 
Nov.  17,  2005,  birth  of  their 
son,  Cole  Michael  Giametta. 

SCOTT  WALKER  '97  received  the  best 
news  anchor  (television)  award  from  the 
Press  Club  of  Mobile. 

CHRIS  BOONE  '98  was 
recently  promoted  to  control- 
ler of  Cypress  Pharmaceutical. 
The  company  is  a  niche  phar- 
maceutical manufacturer 
located  in  Madison. 

TROY  FARRELL 

ODOM       '98       and 
BRITTANY       GORE 
ODOM  '01  announce 
the    May    16,    2005, 
birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter Caroline  Edwards 
Odom.  Proud  Golden 
Eagle    grandparents    are    GARY    EURE 
ODOM  71  and  SHERRIE  HENRY  ODOM 
73  and  BARRY  KEITH  GORE  SR.  71  and 
CONNIE  BEVERLY  GORE  '92. 
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Alumnus  Honored  as  Top  Banker 

Biloxi  banker  Chevis  C.  Swetman  has  been  honored  as  2005 
Community  Banker  of  the  Year  by  American  Banker  magazine. 

Swetman  '69,  75,  president  and  CEO  of  The  Peoples  Bank  of 
Biloxi,  was  honored  during  the  magazines  2005  Banker  of  the  Year 
Awards  in  New  York  City. 

He  was  chosen  as  a  community  banker  of  the  year  for  his  efforts 
to  provide  banking  service  to  his  customers  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  ravaged  coastal  Mississippi.  After  losing  his  own  home 
during      the      hurricane, 


Swetman  moved  his  family 
into  a  conference  room  in 
the  banks  headquarters. 

The  bank  lost  16 
branches  during  the 
storm,  and  Swetman 
brought  in  mobile  offic- 
es to  serve  as  temporary 
branch  offices. 

For  more  than  169 
years,  American  Banker 
has  been  the  banking  and 
financial  services  indus- 
try premier  daily  source 
of  information,  news,  and 
analysis.  The  magazines 
Banker  of  the  Year  Awards 
honorees  are  selected  solely  by  the  editors  of  American  Banker 
in  an  independent  and  journalistic  process 

Swetman  has  been  with  The  Peoples  Bank  since  1971.  He  and 
his  wife,  Marcia,  have  one  son,  Tanner. 

History  Institute  Honors  Watts 

The  Gilder  Lehrman  Institute  of  American  History  has  honored 
Thomas  P.  Watts  for  his  service  in  the  classroom. 

The  organization  named  Watts  Mississippi's  2005  American 
History  of  the  Year. 

Watts  71  teaches  social  studies  to  eighth  graders  at  Madison 
High  School  in  Madison.  He  was  awarded  a  $1,000  check,  several 
books  to  begin  a  classroom  library,  a  plaque  and  a  certificate  dur- 
ing the  middle  school's  open  house  on  Aug.  23,  2005. 

Founded  in  1994,  the  Gilder  Lehrman  Institute  of  American 
History  promotes  the  study  and  love  of  American  history. 
Increasingly  national  and  international  in  scope,  the  institute's 
initiatives  target  audiences  ranging  from  students  to  scholars  to 
the  general  public.  The  institute  creates  history-centered  schools 
and  academic  research  centers;  organizes  seminars  and  enrich- 
ment programs  for  educators;  produces  print  and  electronic 
publications  and  traveling  exhibitions;  and  sponsors  lectures  by 
eminent  historians. 

Thompson's  Shopping  Centers  Have  Golden  Eagle  Feel 

For  more  than  20  years,  Jimmy  C.  Thompson  '60  has  developed 
more  than  two  million  square  feet  of  retail  space  in  the  form  of  shop- 


ping centers,  usually  naming  them  in  honor  of  Southern  Miss. 

Thompson  is  the  owner  of  Thompson  Land  Company  and  has 
been  building  shadow  centers  since  1984.  The  company  is  based 
in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  but  has  operations  across  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi.  Most  of  his  shadow  centers  are  called  Eagle  Plaza  to 
honor  the  Golden  Eagles  of  Southern  Miss. 

In  August  2005  Thompson  opened  the  Eagle  Plaza  Shopping 
Center  in  Donaldson ville,  La.  The  shopping  center  is  a  shadow- 
center,  a  retail  development  that  is  built  next  to  a  major  retailer, 
such  as  Target  or  Wal-Mart.  The  Eagle  Plaza  has  30,000  square 
feet  and  is  home  to  Cingular,  Dollar  Tree,  Hibbett  Sports,  Cato,  It's 
Fashion,  Hot  Wok,  Game  Stop,  Coco's  Treasure  Chest  and  Check 
Into  Cash. 

He  plans  to  develop  seven  more  Eagle  Plaza  Shopping  Centers 
in  the  near  future.  Prospective  locations  are  Ruston,  La.;  Oak 
Grove,  La.;  Farmerville,  La.;  Port  Allen,  La.;  Plaqemine,  La.; 
Forest  and  Cleveland. 

Clark  Named  Chair  of  Top  Firm 

Don  Clark's  rise  in  the  legal  field 
began  at  home  in  Waynesboro. 
Some  may  even  say  it  was  in  his 
blood  from  birth.  Clark's  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  noted  trial  law- 
yer in  Wayne  County,  and  his  uncle 
was  a  lawyer  and  judge.  A  young 
Clark  lived  close  to  the  courthouse 
and  can  remember  watching  his 
grandfather  try  cases. 

Those  experiences  led  him 
to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  where  he  earned 
a  bachelor's  degree  in  politi- 
cal science,  and  were  the 
impetus  behind  his  pursuit 
of  a  law  degree. 

Today,  Clark  71  is  the  new  chairman  of  Butler,  Snow.  O'Mara. 
Stevens  &  Cannada,  PLLC.  Founded  in  1954,  Butler  Snow, 
with  more  than  140  attorneys,  is  one  of  the  largest  law  firms  in 
the  mid-South. 

Clark  has  been  with  the  law  firm  since  1998.  While  there,  he  first 
served  as  leader  of  the  Public  Finance  and  Governmental  Affairs 
Group  and  then  as  chairman  of  the  Business  Department,  Clark  has 
used  his  knowledge  of  how  government,  politics  and  law  intersect 
to  serve  a  range  of  private  and  public  clients. 

Following  graduation  from  law  school  at  the  University  ol 
Mississippi,  Clark  accepted  a  position  with  the  state  Attorney 
General's  office  and  moved  to  Jackson  upon  the  advice  ot  his  uncle. 
Representing  the  state  and  state  agencies  in  litigation.  Clark  learned 
the  nuances  of  governmental  law  and  gamed  the  foundation  on 
which  he  built  his  private  practice. 

In  1980,  Crosthwait  Terney  &r  Noble  asked  Clark  to  start  a 
municipal  bond  practice  in  Jackson.  His  15  years  with  the  firm 
included  a  stint  in  New  York  studying  bond  law. 
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STEPHEN  SCHELVER  '99  has  joined  the 
McClinchey  Stafford  law  office.  He  serves 
as  an  associate,  concentrating  his  practice 
in  the  areas  of  bankruptcy,  class  action 
defense,  commercial  finance,  consumer 
finance  and  environmental  law. 

GABBRIELA  WATERS  '99  and  her  husband, 
NICOLAS  '02,  announce  the  March  3, 
2005,  birth  of  their  second  son,  Benjamin. 


STEPHEN  DAWKINS  '01 
was  recently  promoted  to 
manager  of  sales,  account- 
ing and  promotions  for 
Hawthorn 
Pharmaceuticals.  The  com- 
pany is  a  division  of 
Cypress  Pharmaceutical, 
specializing  in  branded  pharmaceuticals. 

RICK  DAVIS  '01  and  CHER  DAVIS  '01 
announce  the  Oct.  10,  2005,  birth  of  their 
first  child,  Zachary  Rick  Davis.  The  family 
resides  in  Seabrook,  Texas. 
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RICARDO  MCKENZIE  '01  was  promoted 
to  assistant  vice  president  of  Trustmark 
Bank  in  Jackson. 

JENNIFER  ROUSE  "01  announces  the  Sep. 
8,  2005,  birth  of  Garrett  Manley  Rouse. 

DEBORAH  CALLENDER  '02  accepted  the 
position  of  GIS  Programs  Manager  for 
Lincoln  County,  Mont.,  and  started  work 
on  Nov.  7,  2005,  in  Libby  Mont.  The  posi- 
tion is  new  to  the  county  and  will  provide 
support  to  all  county  departments  and  the 
county's  emergency  management  agency. 

CHRISTOPHER  CASTO  '02  announces 
the  Aug.  19,  2005,  birth  of  his  daughter 
Hannah. 

TREINI  JONES  '02  announces  the  Sep.  23, 
2005,  birth  of  her  son,  Nicholas  Karl  Loyd 
Burkett.  Nicholas  joins  sister  Danille.  The 
family  lives  in  Tyrone,  Pa. 

ASHLEY  YOUNG  '02  has  joined  the 
McClinchey  Stafford  law  office.  She  serves 
as  an  associate,  concentrating  her  practice 
on  general  litigation. 

CARRIE  LEA  FUYNT 
'03  and  MATTHEW 
EVAN  HOLEMAN  '04 
were  married  July  25, 
2005. 
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Sunn  all  Flaming  &  Printing,  located  in 
Sumrall,  Mississippi,  along  with  its 
marketing  arm.  Art  with  Flair  has  the 
experience  and  expertise  to  handle  you] 
framing  and  fine  art  printing.  We 
are  trusted  by  museums  and 
collectors  nationwide.  Sumrall 
Framing  &  Printing  also  has  fine 
gifts  including  Arthur  Court  Serve 
Wear,  unique  pottery  by  Mississippi 
artisans  and  beautiful  photo  frames. 


WADE  HOWK  '03 
was  recently  named 
senior  business  ana- 
lyst at  the  Boomtown 
Casino  in  Biloxi. 


PAIGE  TUCKER  '03 
and  her  husband, 
Duncan,  announce 
the  Aug.  26,  2005, 
birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Ella  Elisabeth. 

DR.  GLENN  "PETE"  SMITH  '04  received 
the  award  for  best  dissertation  completed 
in  2004  by  the  American  Journalism 
Historians  Association. 

■-lemonam 

ORENE  AULTMAN  '34  of  Pensacola,  Fla., 
died  March  24,  2004. 

GLADSTON  CALVERT  '35  of  McComb 
died  Oct.  3,  2005. 

MITTIE  DALIER  '36  of  Gulfport  has  died. 

MARY  FRANCES  FAIRCHILD  TOOKE  '36 
of  Crystal  Springs  died  Oct.  29,  2005. 

ORLAND  F  AULTMAN  '39  of  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  died  Sept.  22,2004. 

BLANCHE  CRISP  '39  of  Sagamore  Hills, 
Ohio,  died  Sept.  18,  2005. 

CLARISSA  IRVING  '39  of  San  Luis  Obispo, 
Calif.,  has  died. 

RUTH  LOCKHART  '43  of  Monroe,  La., 
died  June  2005. 

THOMAS  BEECH  JR.  '48  of  Panama  City 
Fla.,  died  Aug.  12,  2005. 

DANIEL  HARRISON  GRANTHAM  '48  of 
Glastonbury,  Conn.,  died  Nov.  26,  2004. 


Visit  our  web  site, 
www.artwithflair.com,  to  view  some 
of  the  best  art  the  south  has  to 
offer. 
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MARY  FAYE  HILL  '48  of  Booneville  died 
Aug.  24,  2005. 

CECIL  JORDAN  '48  of  Ellisville  died  Nov. 
26,  2005. 

JAMES  DAVIS  '50  of  Ocala,  Fla.,  died  Dec. 
2,  2004. 

REV.    ANDREW    WILLIAMSON    '52    of 
Geneseo,  111.,  died  Oct.  3,  2005. 

IRMA  ESTES  '53  of  Tupelo  died  Dec.  29, 
2004. 

ARTHUR  GRIMSLEY  '53  of  Natchez  died 
Feb.  18,  2005. 


Alumnus  Dies  While 
Attending  Golden  Eagles' 
Game  with  Green  Wave 

Michael  Ernest  McArthur  '81 
suffered  a  heart  attack  while 
attending  the  Southern  Miss  / 
Tulane  football  game  on  Nov.  26, 
2005,  and  died  later  that  day. 

McArthur,  a  resident  of 
Huntsville ,  Ala . ,  was  in  Hattiesburg 
visiting  his  parents  and  brother 
for  the  Thanksgiving  holiday  and 
attended  the  game  against  the 
Green  Wave. 

Emergency  personnel  exam- 
ined McArthur  after  he  started 
complaining  of  chest  pains.  The 
emergency  personnel  transported 
him  to  Forrest  General  Hospital, 
where  he  was  in  full  cardiac  arrest 
when  he  arrived. 

McArthur  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Diane  '80. 


John  M.  Duck  77  has  been  re-elected 
as  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of 
Louisiana  law  firm  Adams  and  Reese  LLP 

Duck  is  a  member  of  the  firms  transac- 
tions and  corporate  advisory  services  practice 
group.  He  formerly  led  the  firms  commer- 
cial restructuring  and  bankruptcy  practice  team. 

Duck's  practice  concentrates  in  complex  corporate  restructuring  matters 
in  both  bankruptcy  and  non-bankruptcy  contexts.  Duck  advises  and  rep- 
resents clients  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  and  disposition  of  corpo- 
rate assets.  He  also  represents  and  counsels  clients  in  commercial  lending 
matters,  including  debtor-in-possession  financing  transactions.  Duck  has 
represented  a  wide  variety  of  parties  in  commercial  Chapter  1 1  bankruptcy 
matters,  including  pre-bankruptcy  and  debtor-in-possession  lenders,  credi- 
tors and  creditor  committees,  debtors,  purchasers,  lessors,  franchisors,  and 
other  constituent  parties  in  the  restructuring  process.  Duck  has  represented 
parties  in  bankruptcy  cases  in  most  business  segments  including  the  fol- 
lowing: oil  and  gas;  manufacturing;  maritime;  oil  field  services;  gaming; 
commercial  real  estate;  retail;  food  services;  electronics;  shipbuilding; 
agri-business;  consumer;  franchise;  pharmaceutical;  chemical;  fuel  oil; 
construction;  music;  and  asbestos.  Duck  frequently  appears  in  bankruptcy 
cases  throughout  the  Southeastern  United  States.  Duck  is  listed  in  "Best 
Lawyers  of  America"  for  bankruptcy  and  creditor-debtor  rights  law. 

Adams  and  Reese  LLP  is  a  multidisciplinary  law  firm  with  more  than  300 
lawyers  across  the  Southeast.  The  executive  committee  oversees  the  strategic 
operations  of  the  firm  and  its  nine  offices  in  six  states  and  Washington,  D.C. 

Outside  the  office,  Duck  is  highly  active  in  the  New  Orleans  community. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Bar  Association,  Louisiana  Bar  Foundation, 
American  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bankruptcy  Institute.  He  serves 
as  the  chair  of  the  Urban  League  of  New  Orleans  Nominating  Committee, 
serves  on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  New 
Orleans  Ballet  Association  and  is  vice  chair  of  the  Committee  for  a  SECl'RE 
Louisiana.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  100  for  Louisiana  and 
the  Committee  for  Economic  Development  for  Louisiana. 

Duck  and  his  wife,  Renea,  are  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association. 


WINTER  2006 


49 


ALUMNI 


"Threading  the  Generations" 

Carol  Vickers  '61,  71  and 

Mary  Elizabeth  Johnson 

119  pages,  $28 

University  Press  of  Mississippi,  2005 

Family  histories  are  passed  from 
generation  to  generation  in  many  ways: 
through  written  histories,  photographs 
and  oral  traditions.  For  the  Shaifer  fam- 
ily of  Port  Gibson,  much  of  the  family's 
history  (and  Mississippi's  history)  is 
told  through  an  amazing  collection 
of  approximately  65  quilts  made  by 
Shaifer  women  from  four  generations. 

"Threading  the  Generations:  A 
Mississippi  Family's  Quilt  Legacy"  by 
Mary  Elizabeth  Johnson  and  Carol 
Vickers  '61,  '71  skillfully  weaves 
Mississippi's  history  with  its  quilting 
traditions  from  1813  to  the  present. 

The  "quilt  book,"  contains  photo- 
graphs by  J.  D.  Schwalm  of  some  51 
quilts  and  information  on  each  of  the 
major  quilters.  However,  it  is  also  a  book  about  family  struggles  and  achievements,  and 
life  as  it  was  lived  during  such  difficult  times  as  the  Civil  War  and  Reconstruction.  The 
authors  have  sought  to  find  clues  in  the  quilts  to  the  personalities  and  skills  of  the  vari- 
ous quilters. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Johnson  is  a  professional  quilt  author  from  Montgomery,  Ala.  Carol 
Vickers  is  a  retired  Mississippi  teacher  who  coordinated  the  research  for  the  Mississippi 
Quilt  Association's  Heritage  Quilt  Search  Project  which  resulted  in  the  book  "Mississippi 
Quilts."  Both  books  are  available  at  local  bookstores,  online  through  Amazon.com,  or 
from  the  University  Press  of  Mississippi  at  www.upress.state.ms.us  or  601.432.6205. 

"Death  Has  No  Appeal" 
Terry  Miles  '99 
244  pages,  $16.95 
iUniverse  2005 

Just  before  midnight  on  Christmas  Eve  in  Lafouchfeye  County  Miss.,  distinguished 
Judge  Joseph  Patrick  Winslow  was  found  murdered. 

At  the  scene  of  the  crime,  Sheriff  Jim  Travis  discovered  Mrs.  Julia  McKenna,  a  long- 
time adversary  standing  over  the  deceased  with  the  gun  still  in  her  hand. 

A  jury  of  her  peers  has  found  her  guilty  of  murder,  but  did  she  do  it? 

On  Dec.  23,  private  investigator  Bea  Winslow  boarded  All  Nippon  Airways  flight 
1073  bound  for  Luizhou,  China.  She  didn't  know  the  plane  had  been  sabotaged.  That 
same  afternoon,  Judge  Joseph  Patrick  Winslow  intently  watched  Bea's  aunt,  Mrs.  Julia 
McKenna,  while  she  stood  on  the  lower  deck  of  the  Coral  Princess  waiting  to  get  under- 
way for  a  Christmas  in  the  Bahamas.  Slowly  he  withdrew  his  cell  phone  from  inside  his 
overcoat  and  dialed  the  captain's  number.  He  smiled  as  the  captain  handed  Julia  the 
phone.   "Hello  Julia,"  he  softly  spoke,  "I  have  some  tragic  news. 

"Death  Has  No  Appeal"  is  available  as  an  online  at  Amazon  and  as  an  electronic  book 
from  iUniverse.com. 
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ARNOLD  RICHARD  HENDERSON  '53  of 
Lebanon,  Tenn.,  died  Dec.  4,  2005. 

HILLMAN  BREELAND  '54  of  Greeneville, 
Tenn.,  died  April  27,  2005. 

NOBLE   ALEXANDER   GORDON    '54    of 
Pelham,  Ala.,  died  Nov.  16,  2005. 

T.   NORMAN  JONES  '54  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Sept.  2,  2005. 

MARGARET   THATCH    HINTON    '56    of 
Petal  died  Nov.  13,2005. 


CHARLES  ELLIOTT  PAYNE  '56  of  Cullman, 
Ala.,  died  June  2005. 

DONALD  G.  JOLLY  '60  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  died  Dec.  8,  2005. 

DEXTER  NETTLES  '61   of  Jackson  died 
June  9,  2005. 

MARTIN  D.  JULIAN  72  of  York,  Pa.,  died 
Aug.  7,  2005. 

ALAN  LAMARTRUSSELL'72  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Nov.  26,  2005. 


KEITH  A.  SMITH  '81  of  Huntsville,  Ala., 
died  Nov.  15,  2005. 

GERALD  STANFORD  MASSENGALE    83 
of  Lithia,  Fla.,  died  Dec.  5,  2005. 

LONNIE  JONES  '85  of  Kewanee,  Mo.,  died 
Nov.  25,  2005. 

DR.  JOHN  C.  HANSON  '90  of  Gulfport 
died  Nov.  13,  2005. 

SCOTT   WALTERS   '94   of  Stnnger   died 
Nov.  10,  2005. 


Prominent  Journalist  Dies 

Clifton  Sessions  '55,  a  prominent  journalist  during 
the  civil  rights  era,  died  Dec.  24,  2005,  of  complica- 
tions from  Parkinsons  disease. 

After  leaving  Southern  Miss,  Sessions  worked  as  a  cor- 
respondent and  bureau  manager  in  the  Jackson  office  of 
United  Press  International  from  1957  to  1964. 

At  UPI,  Sessions  covered  such  stories  as  James  Meredith 
becoming  the  first  black  student  at  the  University 
of  Mississippi,  the  Mack  Charles  Parker  lynching  in 
Poplarville,  and  the  assassination  of  civil  rights  leader 
Medgar  Evers. 

In  1964,  Sessions  moved  to  Washington,  D.C.,  to  cover 


national  politics.  From  1966  to  1969,  he  served  as  a 
director  of  public  information  for  the  Justice  Department, 
where  he  advised  the  attorney  general  and  represented 
the  department  following  the  assassination  of  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr. 

He  co-founded  and  served  as  managing  editor  of  The 
National  Journal  and  was  the  executive  director  of  com- 
munications for  the  American  Bankers  Association. 
He  also  served  as  deputy  assistant  secretary  for  public 
affairs  at  Health,  Education  and  Welfare. 

Before  retiring  to  Biloxi,  he  was  manager  of  corporate 
issues  at  General  Foods  in  White  Plains,  N.Y.,  for  10  vears. 
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Attention: 

Alumni  Association  members 
with  children  or  grandchildren 

V 

GRADUATING  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Legacy  Scholars  Program 


The  Legacy  Scholars  Program  is  available  for  eligible  high  school 
seniors.  The  five  awards  are  one-time,  $1,000  scholarships  given  to 
the  children  or  grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss  graduates.  The  schol- 
arship will  be  awarded  based  on  demonstrated  leadership,  academic 
performance,  extracurricular  activities  and  community  involvement. 


To  be  eligible,  candidates  must  enroll  full-time  for  the  upcoming  fall 
semester.  At  least  one  parent  or  grandparent  of  the  candidate  must  hold 
a  degree  from  the  University  and  be  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  for  the  immediate  past  10  years  or  be  a  Life  Member. 
Applications  will  be  considered  for  students  entering  Southern  Miss 
as  freshmen.  Applications  can  be  obtained  at  the  Ogletree  Alumni 
House,  the  USM  Foundation,  or  through  the  University  Admissions 
Office  and  must  be  submitted  to  the  Alumni  Association  office  by 
March  15. 


For  more  information  about  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program,  call  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013.  Applications  can 
be  downloaded  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
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SouthernMissAtumni.com 


his  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 

Association's  C.A.R.D.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.   By  presenting 

ther  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

lembership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program 

s  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to 

thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites* 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service                                                               ( 

Classic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Comfort  Suites ' 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  on  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

1S%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason  /  Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions  /  free  portfolio  reviews 

Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 

10%  discount  on  selected  purchases 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Nick  Crechales 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%  discount  on  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica  /  Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Rental  Cabins  -  Redden  Enterprises  LLC 

5%  discount  on  cabin  rental  / 10%  discount  to  Life  Members 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and-carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 

$1  off  game  day  party  subs 

"     All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*     Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
(+)  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 

Hiese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch  For  more  infor 
mation,  call  800.523.0124  and  request  operator  A22SF 


jus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts 

For  more  information,  call  888.712.5083. 


AHW/ 

Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601.266.5013. 


DiplomaDisplay* 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  to  http://www.aia-msurance.com/AlA/SouthemMiss 
or  call  800.922.1245. 


MBHK 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni  and  friends! 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard'* 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern 
Miss  Alumni.  Simply  call  866.GET.MBNA  for  details 
about  the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for 
the  credit  card. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 
For  more  information,  go  to  www.diplomadisplay.com 
or  call  800.422.4100. 

ESF 

Education  services 

foundation 

Education  Services  Foundation 

Student  Loan  Consolidation. 

For  more  information,  go  to  mvw.esfweb.com/usm.htm 

or  call  866.542.8033. 

Balfour 

Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring. 

For  more  informauon  or  to  order,  call  866.BALFOUR  and 

ask  for  reference  code  2315. 

(^funwaM  &  ft /////if/  and&yamina 

Printing  and  Framing 

For  more  information,  call  1.866.418.0320. 
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Answers 


1)  Berlin  Ladner  scored  45  points  vs.  Samford  on  Feb.  21, 
1968.  A  Golden  Eagle  has  scored  40  or  more  on  five  occa- 
sions in  school  history. 

2)  Wendell  Ladner  grabbed  32  rebounds  vs.  Texas  Pan 
American  on  Feb.  8, 1970.  That  year,  Ladner  averaged  16.8 
rebounds  per  game,  which  is  a  school  record. 

3)  Nick  Revon  averaged  23.8  points  per  game  in  1953-54. 

4)  The  Lady  Eagles  won  20  straight  games  during  the  1988- 
89  season,  a  season  that  ended  with  a  loss  to  Rutgers  in  the 
NCAA  Tournament. 

5)  Janice  Felder,  who  leads  the  Lady  Eagle  career  list  with 
2,275  points,  scored  in  double  figures  in  112  of  the  117 
games  she  played  for  Southern  Miss. 
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As  winter  kicks  into  high  gear  and  the  temperatures  drop,  be  sure  to  wrap  yourself  in 
your  warmest  black  and  gold.  When  you  do  brave  the  conditions  in  your  Southern 
Miss  gear,  be  sure  to  let  us  know.  Send  us  pictures  of  yourself,  your  friends  or  your  family 
decked  out  in  black  and  gold*,  and  we'll  feature  the  photos,  as  many  as  space  allows,  in  a 
future  issue  of  Snapshots. 
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*  For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 


Debbie  Vogel,  Billy  '80  and  Brenda 
Walker  '78  enjoy  the  Eagle  Landing 
tailgating  party  prior  to  the  New 
Orleans  Bowl. 

Far  from  the  warm  weather  of 
Hattiesburg,  alumni  Blake  Hamm  '03 
and  Rachel  Delcambre  '02  pause  for 
a  moment  while  ice  skating  at  Bryant 
Park  in  Manhatten  for  this  photo. 

Four  band  directors,  all  graduates  of 
the  school  of  music,  show  off  memen- 
tos they  received  at  the  Macy's 
Thanksgiving  Day  Parade  in  New  York 
City,  immediately  after  their  bands  par- 
ticipated in  the  parade.  From  left,  they 
are:  Roger  Duran  '96,  Richard  Suk  '86, 
Brian  Taylor  '99  and  Jody  Dunn  '90. 

Four  Oak  Mountain  High  School  teach- 
ers in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  celebrated 
their  high  school  homecoming  week  by 
displaying  their  Southern  Miss  pride. 
Pictured  from  left  are:  Mary  Suzanne 
Lewis  Dent  '72,  Sandra  Rayborn  Gallups 
'81,  Marissa  Ladnier  Rath  '87  and  Audrey 
Evans  Ivey  '03. 

Brett  Walker,  son  of  Brenda  '78  and 
Billy  Walker  '80,  Bill  and  Jo  Barker  '73 
pose  for  this  photo  at  the  Eagle  Landing 
prior  to  the  New  Orleans  Bowl. 

Lt.  Rob  McElhaney  '92,  left,  and  Lt. 
Col.  Charles  Hollingsworth  '78  show 
Southern  Miss  is  not  far  from  their 
minds  while  they  are  stationed  at  Ali 
Air  Base  in  Iraq. 

Colonel  Tyler  and  Dr.  Gerry  Cadenhead 
Fletcher,  along  with  Taylor  Buxton, 
granddaughter  of  Jo  '73  and  Bill  Barker, 
prepare  to  enjoy  the  Golden  Eagles' 
New  Orleans  Bowl  win. 

Kirk  Thompson  '97,  president  of 
the  North  Texas  Alumni  Chapter, 
presents  a  check  for  $1,500  for  the 
Conference  USA  Hurricane  Relief  Fund 
to  Britton  Banowsky,  commissioner  of 
Conference  USA.  The  funds,  raised  by 
the  North  Texas  Chapter,  will  assist 
student-athletes  at  Southern  Miss, 
Tulane  and  the  University  of  Houston 
who  were  affected  by  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita. 
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Laying  a  Rock  Solid  Foundation  for 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

Alumni  Association 


•BRICK  BY  BRICK- 

Today  you  have  a  great  opportunity  to  honor  the  University  and  Powell 
Ogletree  by  investing  in  a  brick  that  will  be  permanently  installed  in  the 
Ogletree  House  Courtyard. 

The  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  a  $3  million  effort  to  restore  and 
expand  a  Southern  Miss  landmark,  is  vital  to  the  success  of  our  Alumni 
Association.  Please  take  this  opportunity  to  document  your  time  at 
Southern  Miss,  honor  a  family  member  or  new  graduate,  or  place  your 
own  name  in  a  place  of  honor. 


PAVER  OPTIONS 

•  8"  x  8"  Brick  Paver  -  S500 

•  4"  x  8"  Brick  Paver  -  $250 


The  Ogletree  House  Restoration  and  Expansion 
Project  will  include  the  addition  of  a  beautiful 
new  courtyard  on  the  northern  side  of  the  facil- 
ity, which  will  feature  a  pathway  of  personal- 
ized pavers. 

Please  print  the  text  for  your  personalized  brick 
order  below.  For  the  4"  x  8"  paver,  you  can  fill  in  up 
to  three  lines  of  text  at  14  spaces  per  line.  For  the  8" 
x  8"  paver  option,  you  can  fill  in  up  to  six  lines  of 
text  at  14  spaces  per  line. 


Remember  that  you  must  use  a  space  for  blanks 
between  words  and  for  punctuation.  You  may  use 
"&"  for  "and."  Messages  will  be  centered  on  the  pav- 
ers. Inscriptions  and  locations  of  the  pavers  are  sub- 
ject to  Association  Executive  Committee  approval. 

All  checks  must  be  made  payable  to  the  USMFoundation 
(with  "Ogletree  House  Fund"  in  the  memo  space)  for 
proper  credit  to  the  donor's  records.  The  Foundation  is  a 
501(c)3  nonprofit  organization.  Foundation  gifts  are  tax 
deductible  to  the  extent  of  current  IRS  regulations. 


Brick  Paver  Order  Form 

Please  complete  this  form  and  return  with  payment  to  SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION, 
118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  or  fax  your  credit  card  information  to  601.266.4214. 

□  My  check  is  enclosed  (payable  to  the  USM  Foundation). 

□  Please  charge  the  credit  card  circled:              MasterCard               VISA  American  Express 
Account  Number:                                                                   personalized  engraving 


Amount: 


Exp.  Date: 


Full  Name: 
Address: 


City/ State/Zip: 
Daytime  Phone: 


Signature  of  Donor: 
Date: 


ADDITIONAL  LINES  FOR  8"  X  8"  PAVERS  ONLY: 
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ideas  and  the  drive  to  do 
better  shine  brightly  throughout  the  USM  campus, 
especially  in  the  areas  of  research  and  development. 
From  healthcare  and  science  to  the  world-renowned 
polymer  institute,  the  university  is  relentless  in  its 
pursuit  of  improving  the  way  things  are  done. 


tftuTi         Mini 


USM  and  its  proud  heritage  o 
producing  students  and  faculty  who  not  only  make  a 
difference  throughout  the  Gulf  South  but  who  also 
make  the  world  a  better  and  brighter  place. 


Hancock  Bank. 


800-256-4636  hancockbank.co 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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